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 Dear Friend: 
 

 As you read this, we are ringing in a new year — 2022! We know this year will bring much excitement with it, 

as we anticipate some wonderful changes at OBC. The new year always brings new resolutions, and this 

year I suggest we resolve to prioritize our personal Bible reading and study. The NRSV translates 2 Timothy 

2:15, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no need to be 

ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth.” Phillips translates it, “For yourself, concentrate on winning 

God’s approval, on being a worker with nothing to be ashamed of, and who knows how to use the word of 

truth to the best advantage.” 
 

It’s not necessary to have a graduate degree from a school of theology to serve God effectively, but it is true 

that God places no premium on ignorance. In the words of our text, Paul urges Timothy and all of his readers 

how important it is for us to present ourselves to God as competent workers who are skilled in furthering 

God’s love in the world. 
 

Dr. T. T. Crabtree, Pastor Emeritus of First Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo., has pointed out that Paul’s 

words to Timothy emphasize maturity, skill, and competency in the service of God. Paul appealed to  

Timothy’s sense of pride when he challenged Timothy to be, “a workman who has no need to be ashamed”. 

Have you ever seen a carpenter who was ashamed of his craftsmanship? Have you ever known a bricklayer 

who laid a crooked wall of brick? Have you ever known a seamstress who made a dress and was then 

ashamed to wear it? Paul invited Timothy to present himself to God and to do what was necessary to  

become a skilled worker who “rightly handles the word of truth”. 
 

We can do a number of practical things to improve our spiritual competency in ministry. Competency  

requires study and practice. Only as we study can we be skilled. So, using some of Crabtree’s suggestions, 

let’s focus attention on how we should study the Bible if we intend to rightly handle the scriptures in the new 

year. 
 

First, let’s resolve to read the Bible regularly, strive to spend time every day listening to God as God speaks 

to us through the Scriptures. 
 

Second, let’s resolve to read the Bible subjectively. It is not enough that we read the Bible merely as a record 

of what happened in the ancient past. God can and will speak to us in the present if we will listen as we read. 
 

Third, let’s resolve to read the Bible intelligently. We aren’t meant to read it as if it’s some kind of crystal ball. 

There are guidelines to follow as we study. Such as 
 

 • Trying to understand what the Bible meant in its historical context. This refers to when it was first 

written by people inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

 • Trying to understand the language. It’s important to understand the figures of speech and  

terminology the authors use to communicate divine truth. 

 • Studying the Bible in a logical manner, not merely searching for proof texts. Take a little time to 

examine each phrase and verse in its context. Study the paragraph in the light of the chapter, and the 

chapter in the light of the book, and each book in the context of the whole of Scriptures. 
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• And always remember that the Bible is a record of God’s self-revelation. Only the Spirit can unlock 

divine secrets and reveal to us the great biblical truths of God. 
 

Fourth, let’s resolve to read the Bible systematically. A good pattern would be to read five chapters in the 

Old Testament every day and three chapters in the New Testament, reading straight through both the Old 

and New Testaments in 2022. 

 

Fifth, let’s resolve to read the Bible prayerfully. Memorize and meditate on the great promises and the 

great warnings in Scripture. 
 

And sixth, let’s resolve to read the Bible obediently. Let’s study the Word to learn about God, ourselves, 

and others. And as God reveals the truth to us, let’s be sure to respond to it. 
 

It’s important for pastors to interpret the Scriptures correctly and to challenge us all to apply them  

properly. It’s just as important for Bible study teachers to know how to properly handle the Word of God. 

And it’s equally important for every Christian to study to show himself or herself a worker who does not 

need to be ashamed and who uses the Word of God rightly. If we will study diligently and present  

ourselves joyfully to our precious Lord, it’s highly unlikely we’ll be ashamed of ourselves or of our lives 

when we stand before Christ. 
 

I’m excited about the new year and about the changes OBC will experience along the way. As the  

psalmist sings in Psalm 42, “As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God.  

My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and behold the face of God?" 
 

Happy New Year Everyone! 
 

Cliff Houston 

OBC Interim Pastor 

Ogden Baptist Church  

Annual Meeting 

Sunday, January 23, 2022 

Following Worship 

More Details to Follow! 



Ogden Baptist Church Member Spotlight 

 

Name:  Tom Cole 

Family Members:   Laurie Cole, Terry, Amy, Andy, Judy, Tom G. Phil, Carole, Jenna, Lindsay and Julia 

Started Attending OBC:   1970’s 

What you love most about OBC: Friendly, supportive and generous  

Some of Your Favorite Things ~ Book, Movie, Music, Food: 50’s music, action novels, technical information 

Something That Brings You Joy:   solving problems, time away with Laurie, singing in the choir 

Where do you find the most inspiration?   When I have a problem a solve  

Little Known Fact about You:  I am from the Adirondacks, from 1956-1960 made my living working in a grocery store, trapping, 

& working in the forest cutting pulp.  I spent 36 at Eastman Kodak, Married to Judy for 40 years and Laurie for 13, have  

10 children & 21 grandchildren  

A Message to Your OBC Family and Friends: Thanks for being there for my family when we have needed your support   

Ogden Baptist Church Member Spotlight 

 

Name:   Laurie Cole  

Family Members:   Tom, my girls – Jenna, Lindsay & Julia & the kids of my heart – Terry, Amy, Andy, 

Judy, Tommy, Phil & Carole, their spouses, & my sweet grandkids  

Started Attending OBC:  2008 when I married Tom      

What you love most about OBC:  I love the people and the feeling of community, that intimate worship within a historic & 

beautiful building  

Some of Your Favorite Things ~ Book, Movie, Music, Food: My favorite movie is Little Women; My favorite books are the 

Mitford series, I love all music genres (except for rap and heavy metal) and I love Christmas cut out cookies.     

Something That Brings You Joy:   Walking with Tom & Una, Church, praying for my friends & family- it feels like an honor to do 

so, creating – painting, sewing, knitting, needlework, gardening, repurposing something old or vintage in a new way. I love to 

cut the lawn & I love a good tractor!     

Where do you find the most inspiration?   Being in nature, in the Adirondack Mountains, being near water; or while riding the 

tractor when I am cutting the lawn – it is my time to think.         

Little Known Fact about You:  I’m left-handed – my dad was left-handed & I’m the only one of four that was a lefty!  I grew up 

in Town Pump, I was caretaker of the Landmark Stone Tolan House in Brighton for three years. I am a Notary Public, I love the 

American Flag. 

A Message to Your OBC Family and Friends:   Thank you for welcoming me into your fellowship & for the love, support & grace 

you share with one another.           

  



 

 
OGDEN BAPTIST CHURCH  721 Washington Street,  Spencerport, NY  14559 

Office E-mail: obcspencerport@gmail.com   Church Phone: 585-352-1077 
Find us on the web: www.obcny.org 

 
 

Children’s Sunday School at 9:55am  
 

Sunday Service 11 am 
 

 

Thank you for keeping the Spencerport Ecumenical Food Cupboard in mind! 

Some items that are needed:   

Canned Vegetables, Fruit Drinks (from Juice Boxes to 64oz.), pudding and sham-

poo. 

RETIRED MINISTERS & MISSIONARIES OFFERING 2021 

Support RMMO by placing an expression of gratitude in the offering envelope available  

or donate online at abc-usa.org/RMMO.    

Please support the RMMO by contributing whatever amount  

you can to say thank you to those who serve.   

Even small gifts make a difference and contribute to our collective gratitude.  

 

A big thank you to all those who contributed to  
 

* Cartons for Christmas 
 

*brought in hats, scarves and gloves for Cameron 
 

*brought in stocking stuffers for the Fairport Baptist Home residents 

mailto:obcspencerport@gmail.com

