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From Pastor Nicole… 
 

As I sit down to write this letter in October, I 
think about all the unknowns before us. What 
happens when cold and flu season descends  
upon us? What will Thanksgiving, Advent, 
Christmas, and New Years look like? Will this 
pandemic ever end? I wonder when I can safely 
travel to Florida to visit my parents again or 
have friends over for a boardgame night. I  

wonder where I will be as I transition out of my current role and  
into various other ministries. So many, “what ifs?” 
 

The truth is, not one of us knows what will happen within the next 
minute, hour, week, or year. We can either worry about the  
unknown, or we can give it up to God and find other ways to cope. 
Sometimes this can be done by praying, engaging in exercise or 
some other activity that brings us life, or seeking medical and  
psychological help. And that’s okay! 
 

It’s very important that we pay attention to our needs in the  
upcoming season where there is so much pressure to be happy,  
merry, and bright. Some of us have reasons to be stressed,  
frustrated, or blue. Many of us will not be able to celebrate the  
holidays with our families. For some, it is the first time celebrating 
the holidays without a loved one who has passed. Things will look 
different this year. While it is hard, let us be assured that this too 
shall pass. This is the promise of the Christ Child, born to us on 
Christmas day: New life and light shall come from the darkness. All 
will be well. 
 

In closing, I’d like for us to take a moment to meditate on a piece of 
scripture that I hold near and dear to my heart. Jesus offers us some 
words of comfort and hope in Matthew 6: 
 

— continued on p.2 — 
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— continued from p.1 — 
 
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your 
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at 
the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly  
Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by  
worrying add a single hour to your life?” 
 

To the best of our ability, let’s try not to worry too much about how things will work out. 
God’s pretty effective in helping us navigate change—the track record of the Spirit is pretty 
good. I’d say about 100% in my own life. How has god shown up for you today? 
 

If you haven’t seen God just yet… keep looking… Like the star shining over the manger in 
Bethlehem, the next best thing will become obvious and clear. Assurance of that promise is the 
best gift we could hope for this holiday season. 
 
    Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year, 
        

       Pastor Nicole 

P.S. As you may already know, we have opened up the church building for in-person services 
each Sunday as of October 25, 2020. I hope we are able to continue doing this uninterrupted 
throughout the holiday season. However, I am very aware of the fact that the second wave of 
COVID infections is currently making its way through Europe, and countries are shutting 
down houses of worship, businesses, and schools once again. Should we experience a second 
wave in the United States, which is likely, we will be temporarily closing the church building 
and going back to virtual worship services until it is safe to reopen again.  
 
Right now, perhaps more than ever, it is imperative that we do our part to positively contrib-
ute to the public health situation by wearing masks, washing our hands, staying home if we 
feel sick, and, if it is necessary, worship from home. In doing so, we show great love for our-
selves and our neighbors. Speaking of loving our neighbors...for God and neighbor’s sake, 
PLEASE VOTE!!!! May God continue to have mercy on us all. 
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Church Reopening Plan (edited October 13, 2020) 
 

These protocols are subject to change depending on the status of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the overall state of public health in our local community. 

 
Worship Format: 

 In-person services will be held every Sunday, beginning October 25, 2020 

 In accordance with state law, we can have up to 35 people in the sanctuary. 

 An abbreviated service will begin at 10:30am. 

 There will be instrumental music only for the time being, we will not be singing  
congregational hymns. 

 After the service has ended, people will be asked to leave the building. There will be no 
time of fellowship after the service, but people may talk to one another in the parking lot 
if they wish. 

 Folks will be asked to bring their own bread (or crackers) and a spill proof drink  
container to celebrate the Lord’s Supper on the first Sunday of the month. 

 Masks will be required for entry and must be worn at all times. 
 

Entering the Building: 

 We will have a one-way entrance (the sanctuary front entrance, closest to the road). 

 The accessibility ramp will be available; folks will be asked to come early and call ahead 
if possible so we can get a volunteer to assist them. 

 Two volunteers will be stationed at the door—one to take down information for contact 
tracing purposes (and will remain confidential), the other to hand out masks to those who 
need them and distribute sanitizer. 

 

Sanctuary Set Up: 

 Handheld materials will remain absent from the racks on the pews, including all books, 
hymnals, pencils, envelopes. There will be no bulletins. 

 Offering plates will be stationed at the exit of the sanctuary that leads into the fellowship 
hall. This will be a one-way exit. The plates will not be passed. We encourage those who 
will not be in physical attendance to continue sending their tithes and offerings to the 
church. 

 A distance of at least 6 ft. must always be maintained amongst all individuals. Families 
may sit together. 

 Every other pew will be available for people to sit in. They will be clearly marked. 
 

Exiting the Sanctuary: 

 People will be asked to leave through the fellowship hall and main parking lot doors 
when the service has ended. We will not have fellowship time with food and drinks until 
further notice. 

 
— continued on p.4 — 
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Other Considerations: 

 Children’s Sunday School will remain on Zoom at this time, starting at 11:30am. 

 Pastor Nicole intends to keep doing “Gab, Gather, and Prayer” each week on Sunday 
mornings via Zoom, starting at 9:45am. 

 A recording of Sunday’s service will be available for people at home to view as soon as 
possible. We thank you for your patience, as this does take some time. 

Cartons for Christmas in the Age of COVID 
 

Our usual effort of collecting non-perishable foods to 
help local families that have need at Christmas is  
taking a new approach in 2020. The Cartons for 

Christmas focus this year is to provide families with 
store gift cards. This is a temporary change and you 
are invited to donate grocery store gift cards or cash 
instead of purchasing food items. As always, checks 

can be made payable to Cartons for Christmas. A 
basket will be available by our collection plates at 

the front of the sanctuary. We will collect these items 
for Cartons for Christmas through November 22nd. 

 

Food items will still be accepted and can be brought to church no later than November 29th  
for delivery on December 4th. See Nancy Hill Dean for details if you would like to donate a 

frozen turkey. 
 

Also contact Nancy if you would like to buy a toy or gift for a child this year. Angel “Toy 
Trees” will go up on November 16th. Let Nancy know before then if you would like to  

participate so she can pick up your Angels. You can then pick up your Angel at church on 
Tuesday, November 17th from 11am to 1pm. Call Nancy at 293-9211 if you have questions. 

 

Covid 19 has thrown many families into great stress and the need is greater than in past years. 
Help as you are able and give comfort and love this Christmas. May God bless all our giving 

and all who receive. 

FOOD SHELF NEWS 
 

A big THANK YOU to all who so faithfully contribute 
to our Spencerport Ecumenical Food Shelf! During these 
trying times, everything is more challenging, and many 
more people struggle to put food on their tables. Your 
generous kindness is greatly appreciated and helps many 
of our neighbors in Ogden. Blessings to you for  
Thanksgiving and Christmas and always! God is with us as we share his gifts. 
 

The current most-needed items include: Hamburger Helper, soups, jams/jellies, rice,  
hot cereals/oatmeal, and cake mixes. This list will surely grow closer to Thanksgiving. Your 
continued support makes a big impact to help those in need in our community. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NOTES 
 

Even though in person Sunday school and other family  
activities are on hold, our director of Christian Education, Dale 
Shonk, has been hard at work exploring the many virtual options 
for study and play. Right now, and for the foreseeable future, there 
will be no Sunday school at church, and we do not know what 
things will look like this Christmas. We continue to err on the side 
of caution to keep the kids and their families safe and healthy. We 
are very grateful to Dale for her Sunday videos for virtual worship 
these past months, along with her many efforts on behalf of the  
children as she offers virtual Zoom Sunday school as well as Kid’s 

Faith Discovery during the week. If you would like to visit her Google classroom for her extra 
offerings, contact Dale at obckidsmin@gmail.com and ask for an invitation. 

 

Keep everyone in prayer while we do what we can to meet the challenge that is an unknown 
and very contagious virus. We seek God’s direction and comfort in all situations. Praying all in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 

WOMEN’S GUILD 
 

It’s time to come out of hibernation and have a Guild meeting! 
 

We will have a gathering at 7:00 at the church in the 
Fellowship Hall on Thursday, November 12th. 

We can socially distance at the tables and discuss any ideas you 
might have for our future. Hope to see you there!  

All women of the church are welcome. 

THANK YOU 
 

Oh my goodness, God is always on time! I was spending time 
with the Lord and read again, “Not by might nor power but by my 
spirit,” came in the house, and John’s message was there saying 

what you did! Thank You so much for reaching out to help at  
The Shepherd’s House —The Door of Hope. Love, and God Bless…  Brenda 

THANK YOU 
 

Dear Friends at OBC, 
How do I thank you for all the notes, cards, flowers, phone calls, 
prayers after my recent heart attack? Thank you all so much and 
especially to Pastor Nicole for keeping in touch. The flowers were 
beautiful and I so enjoyed them the last couple of weeks I was at 
home. I flew to live at Jodi’s for the winter last Sunday. Ted will be 
joining me in another week and a half. Though I hated leaving him, 
I must admit I’m enjoying the warmer weather. Hoping for all of 
you to have a good winter and praying for an ending to Covid 19. 
May 2021 be kinder to us all. With Christian love, Doris Vargo 
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Here’s wishing a very happy birthday to the following 
individuals who have birthdays in November: 

 

5 — Ann Link 
14 — Debbie Mitchell & Phyllis Sill 

29 — Nancy McGuire & Marilyn Houck 
 

And to those who have birthdays in December: 
 

5 — Catrina Link 
6 — John Sill 

9 — Marie Steele 
15 — Hannah White 

16 — Karen Weathers 
25 — Bruce Ayers 
29 — Fred Dean 

 
 

Congratulations to you all!!!  Enjoy your special day! 

Please consider supporting this fundraiser at our sister church, Adams Basin United Methodist. 
All proceeds go toward their roof replacement fund. 
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  Flower City Habitat for Humanity 

  2020 Holiday Gift Assistance Drive 
 
 
 
 

This year Flower City Habitat for Humanity will be coordination Holiday gifts from our  
sponsors to our partner families. If you would like to sponsor one or more of our Habitat  

children for the Holidays this year, please fill out this form and return it to the Family  
Services department at familyservices@rochesterhabitat.org   no later than  

Friday, November 13th at 5pm.  
 

Please note that the Holiday Gifts are for the children of Flower City Habitat Families only.  
 
 
Name: ___________________________________ Phone #: __________________________ 
 
 
Organization: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Email Address: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Have you sponsored the Flower City Habitat Holliday Gift Drive in the past?      Yes       No 
 

 Once we have paired all of our sponsors with the requested number of children, we will  
provide you with their “wish list” as well as their age, shoe size, and clothing size. We will be 
contacting you directly to provide your child/ children’s information and to coordinate a drop 

of day and time. 
 
How many Flower City Habitat for Humanity children would you like to sponsor this year?  
 
___________ 

 
 

On behalf of Flower City Habitat for Humanity, THANK YOU  
for your partnership! 

 
Please contact Sue Feuerherm at 585.301.8846 with any questions. 
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AURORA HOUSE SHOE DRIVE 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Would you ever think that your gently worn, used, or new 
shoes could benefit Aurora House residents and families? 
Well they can, and here’s how! 
 

A Shoe Drive is a creative way to help raise money for  
Aurora House AND help those less fortunate than ourselves, 
in developing nations like Haiti, India, and Tanzania. 
Funds2Orgs.com (our partner in this endeavor) pays  
organizations like Aurora House for gently used/new shoes. 

They then ship the shoes to people in developing countries and teach them to set up micro-
enterprises selling the shoes. This possibility can help families mired in poverty to begin 
climbing out of that hopelessness. You might say this is the modern day version of “Give a 
man a fish…” But, substitute “sneaker” for the fish… 
 

Aurora House will be paid based on the poundage of shoes, so the more we collect, the better! 
 

How it Works: 
1. Clean out that Closet! Any size, any style, anybody’s shoes… just gently worn. 
2. Tell your family/friends/coworkers… EVERYBODY! 
3. Collect PAIRS of gently used or new shoes. 
4. Deliver bagged shoes TO THE FRONT DOOR AT AURORA HOUSE:  

2495 S. UNION ST, SPENCERPORT, THROUGH DECEMBER 10TH! 
5. Track our progress at www.aurorahousewmc.com/shoe-drive. 
 
Questions? Call 585.617.4863 or email Marj Smith at director@aurorahousewmc.com. 
 
PLEASE BRING YOUR DONATIONS DIRECTLY TO THE AURORA HOUSE, NOT 

TO OGDEN BAPTIST CHURCH. Thank you! 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
 

Information about our Christmas Eve service 
is still TBD. We will announce it in December 
when we know more about the state of public 

health and COVID-19 in Monroe County.  
 

We will still have Christmas Eve worship, either 
in-person or as an interactive service online. 

 
THE PASTOR WILL BE OUT OF THE OFFICE 

 

Pastor Nicole will be taking the rest of her contractual time off  November 21—December 8. 
Please contact your Deacon for any spiritual care concerns during this time. Two pastors will 
be on call for any emergencies. Please contact Deacon Chair Tom Olney if you are experienc-
ing a pastoral care emergency and he can give you the contact information of who is on call. 


