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The Campus Voice
The VHRC campus is ready for the holiday 
season! During the week following 
Thanksgiving, a very busy crew of residents 
and staff decorated the entire VHRC 
campus. 

More than 20 Christmas trees were put 
up by our Facilities teams. The trees, 
fireplace mantels and gathering areas were 
then decorated by residents and staff – 
while adhering to COVID restrictions and 
working in shifts so as not to have more 
than two people in one area at a time. 

In addition to decorating Christmas trees, 
residents donated Christmas items from 
their storage areas or scoured weekly 
store circulars to find and then purchase 
several special items that completed the 
festive look. The whole activity was guided 
by Michelle Crone, in Navy Marine Coast 
Guard Residence Foundation’s Office 
of Philanthropy and Engagement, and 
undertaken by residents. 

“This is one of my favorite times of the 
year,” said Michelle. “I love bringing out 
the holiday décor and seeing our campus 
transformed. The joy it brings everyone 
-- residents and staff -- is what makes this 
project so special!”

“I think the lobby, the Penthouse lounge, 
the auditorium and the entire campus 
looks very festive and inviting,” said Nora 
Whalen, who helped coordinate the 
decorating. “It’s absolutely marvelous 

to have these wonderful decorations all 
across campus. The whole place looks like 
a party just waiting to happen.”

Holiday Decorations Bring a Little Cheer

Yvonne Wiederkehr was one of a few 
residents who helped decorate the Vinson 
Hall lobby last week.

This year we have an opportunity for 
you to give to SHARE, a local food bank. 
Earlier this week you received a flyer 
with a list of items to donate to support 
low-income senior living residents 
in McLean through SHARE. You can 
place your donation in the bins located 
around campus or swing by the P&E 
office if you have questions. 

Donate to SHARE! 
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to inform and delight. This publication is 
produced by the Office of Philanthropy 

and Engagement, but attempts to 
reflect the work and efforts of all VHRC 

residents and staff. 

Please direct inquiries, corrections, 
suggestions, or brief submissions to 

Amiee Freeman, Communications and 
Public Relations Specialist, 

amieef@vinsonhall.org or 703-538-3069.
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Where there’s a will, there is a way. 
Growing up in Bangkok in a hard-working 
Chinese family, May Adams had always 
wanted to go to America. But the odds 
were against her from the beginning. 
“My parents had two shops. They were 
very strict. We had no toys, we all had to 
work, work, work,” says May, who was 
the second child – and second girl – in a 
family of nine children. “They had wanted 
a boy, and I was a disappointment, so 
when I was little my parents dressed me 
like a boy and shaved my head. I was so 
quiet and inhibited.”

After high school, “I wanted to go to 
college – education leads to everything 
else – so I worked at a shipping company 
in Bangkok, learned English, saved $3,500, 
and came to America when I was 20,” May 
says. She planned to study business at 
University of Pikeville in eastern Kentucky, 
“but the teacher talked so fast, I couldn’t 
understand him! So I changed my major 
to math.” Later she transferred to Bluffton 
College in Ohio. “I am Buddhist and went 
to Presbyterian and Mennonite colleges. I 
was the only Thai student there!” 

In the summers, she waitressed in 
Atlantic City, where she met her husband 
who sang in a barber shop quartet. 
After graduation, she worked while he 
finished college, then he was sent by the 
Navy to Viet Nam as an enlisted man. 
“I wrote to the commanding officer of 
his minesweeper and told him that my 
husband was a smart guy, he should not 

be peeling potatoes, he should get into 
OCS. The next thing I heard, he got into 
OCS,” she says. May raised two daughters 
and continued to work “small jobs as a 
tutor” while the family moved around, 
returning to Thailand every few years to 
visit her family. She has survived a difficult 
childhood, a divorce, and a stroke – all 
while forging her way in a new country. 
“It’s very unusual for somebody to go to 
America,” says May. “I still remember when 
I first came here, how happy I was.”

America Bound

May Adams has worked hard all her life to 
build a new life in the U.S.


