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On Sunday and Monday, Vinson Hall and 
Willow Oak had their second widespread 
testing event. Unlike the first one in July 
which was conducted by the National 
Guard, this event was completely 
orchestrated by VHRC staff. During this 
testing event, 323 staff and residents were 
tested over the two days. 

“I truly hope that having our own staff 
conduct this testing made it more 
comfortable,” said Lisa Desmond, Director 
of Clinical Operations, who together with 
Beth Lawhorn, RCA Operations Manager, 
coordinated the testing event.

For the clinical team members who did 
the testing, it’s safe to say that they never 
imagined they would be using their 
nursing and health backgrounds during 
a pandemic and a mass testing event, 
but together they learned how to do the 
testing. 

Theresa Morgan, Director of Nursing, 
trained many of the testers. She had done 
some research months previous to find a 
video that gave nasopharyngeal testing 
instruction, then she added some personal 
touches of her own. “After doing several 
tests, I learned little tricks to help keep 
folks comfortable, for example, reminding 
them to breath, which both relaxes them 
and distracts them from the discomfort of 
the procedure,” she explained.

In the spring, when Arleigh Burke Pavilion 

had its outbreak, help was needed to do 
tests. “I reached out to Theresa when ABP 
had their first cases, to learn how to do 
the testing and be helpful. After I did the 
first couple, it was like riding a bike – not 
something you forget,” said Bernetta 
Williams, Health & Wellness Clinical Manager.

“We had on the job training,” quipped 
Antionette Doublin, Administrator of The 
Sylvestery and one of the testers. “It was 
not difficult to learn how to do the tests. 
My biggest hesitation was that I didn’t 
want to hurt anyone. I thought the process 
went very smoothly. It was a true rally of 
teamwork.”

Widespread Testing Showcases Staff Teamwork

Zainabu Nahra and Bernetta Williams at a 
previous make-up testing event prepared to 
conduct nasopharyngeal tests. 
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For Mary Lee McIntyre, the path to 
discovering her passion for playwriting 
was circuitous. “After retiring in 2000, I 
wanted to do something interesting, so 
I did some movie extra work,” she says. 
She happened to work with an actor-
playwright who told her, “‘there are no 
good parts for older women, why don’t 
you write one?’ So I took a class, and I did.”
 
And she’s been writing plays ever since. 
Two are completed and copyrighted, 
and she is now finishing up a third. “I’m 
a history buff, and I’ve idolized Eleanor 
Roosevelt,” says Mary Lee. This play is 
about what Eleanor does after FDR dies. 
“Harry Truman talks her into heading up 
the U.S. delegation that is sent to London 
to launch the U.N.,” and she rises to the 
challenge as first chair of the Human 
Rights Commission. “It’s a fascinating story 
that Mrs. Roosevelt doesn’t get too much 
credit for.” 

Mary Lee’s own life story has had its 
challenges. After growing up in rural 
Pennsylvania then getting a masters’ 
degree in political science from 
Johns Hopkins, she and her husband, 
who worked for the U.S. Agency for 
International Development, were sent to 
India, Pakistan, and Lebanon. In 1983, her 
husband was killed in the U.S. embassy 
bombing in Beirut, and she found herself 
alone with three children. “It was awful, 
but then I went on. USAID gave me a job, 
for which I was grateful.” She was assigned 
to Bangladesh, a rough post, before 
returning to Washington, D.C.

These days, she is happy to be able to 
focus on her playwriting, and has gotten 
a lot done during the lockdown. But every 
day is different. “Sometimes I feel inspired 
to go, go, go – and other days I have to 
rev up the old engines and get charging 
again!”

The Play’s the Thing

Mary Lee McIntyre at her desk working on 
her latest writings


