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The Campus Voice
The U stands for Ubaldo but 
everyone knows him as Romero. He, 
along with his employees, screen 
more than 400 individuals who 
enter VHRC’s campus daily. 

U.S. Security, which Romero owns 
and operates, was contracted 
by VHRC in April to secure the 
property during the beginning of 
the COVID-19 crisis. Romero said 
that at first everyone passing by 
his post was very anxious – not just 
about the situation but about him 
too. 

But Romero is committed to providing 
the security and he does so with a friendly 
twinkle of the eyes – evidence of the 
smile hidden behind his mask. You will 
find Romero on campus most days – even 
though his company has more than 55 
employees. 

“I start early, around 5 a.m., and I leave 
close to dark. I like to be here, to take 
care of things. Sometimes people ask me 

if I have other people who could be here 
instead. But I love to be here – I enjoy my 
job,” said Romero.

Romero said that he started in this line of 
work when he was 18 and became owner 
of U.S. Security in 2010.

“I started from the bottom and worked 
my way up,” he said. “I have always 
been a hard worker. My goal is to keep 
everybody happy. Safety is also my 
priority. I take my job very seriously.”

Providing Security with Smile (Behind a Mask)

Stay in Touch Thanks to Immanuel Presbyterian
Need a notecard and some stamps? Immanuel 
Presbyterian, located in McLean, has provided Vinson 
Hall and Willow Oak residents with just that, in the 
hope that with these supplies, reaching out to others 
will be easier. Assembled in sets of three notecards 
and three stamps, these packs are available for pick 
up in the Vinson Hall lobby. Be sure to swing by and 
help yourself!

Ubaldo Romero and his company, U.S. Security, 
have been screening everyone who enters the 
VHRC campus since April. 
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When Peter Linn retired from the 
National Geospatial-Intelligence 
Agency, he thought his days of 
helping to improve performance were 
over. “I wasn’t a spy guy or a satellite 
guy, I was helping them with their 
performance measurements,” says 
Peter of his work at the intelligence 
agency that maps and analyzes 
physical features on earth. At VHRC, 
he has stepped into a different kind 
of performance-related role: helping 
residents improve their technology skills.

“This spring, people started to use 
technology more to talk to their families 
and do on-line ordering,” says Peter, who 
was asked by the Residents’ Association 
to co-chair with Ralph Mason a newly 
formed IT committee. He polled residents 
to find out what they’d like to learn, then 
lined up Parasol to offer a weekly webinar 
starting in May to help people with their 
computers and cell phones. Subjects 
ranged from the most basic – how to turn 
on your device – to how to create a Word 
document, set up group emails, and use 
Google for research. 

It was a bumpy start. “People had a 
terrible time getting on the site at the 
beginning, and we had to get the young 
trainers to slow down and ratchet back 
from a 5th grade to a kindergarten level 
for us!” he says. But the webinars grew 
in popularity, and last week the program 
transitioned into in-person classes in the 
Auditorium every other Friday. The next 
class will be Aug. 28 at 11:00 and 3:00. 

“People tell themselves technology is 
scary,” says Mirna Fuentes, special events 
assistant who facilitates the classes. “But 
once they get it, they see that it’s not as 
complicated as they thought it’d be.”

Even for Peter Linn. “My friends and my 
kids just fall down laughing when I say I 
co-chair the IT committee – I’m not good 
with my phone or any of that stuff!” says 
Peter. “But the pandemic has forced us 
to move ahead.” And like the rest of the 
residents, “I learn one or two new tricks in 
every class.”

Technically Speaking

Peter Linn, at home, with his computer.


