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The Campus Voice
COVID-19 changed so many 
aspects of life – but perhaps 
none more than how we acquire 
our groceries. Since April, the 
Dining team has continued to 
innovate to help ensure that 
Vinson Hall and Willow Oak 
residents can access a variety of 
food products. Last Thursday, 
the Dining team presented their 
latest innovation: the Farmer’s 
Market.

Haider Mahmood, Director of 
Dining, explained that he and 
his team transformed the Ballroom into 
a mini grocery store – complete with 
shopping carts – as they realized that 
some folks either had not been to a 
grocery store at all or had significantly 
reduced their trips to the store since April. 
The Dining team wanted to provide this 
service so residents could not only buy 
fresh fruits and vegetables but have a 
little bit of fun too. 

“I thought the Farmer’s Market would be 
a good community building experiment 
and an opportunity to get residents out 
and about in a safe way. Also, I don’t want 
COVID to dictate our programs. In the 
midst of everything, we can continue to 
innovate and still be safe.”

Haider said that the event was very 
successful, with more than $1,300 worth 
of items purchased by over 60 residents 
in just a two-hour period. Haider said he 
heard a good deal of positive feedback, 
but what made it especially fun for him 
was seeing the vision turn into a reality.

The Dining Team will continue to tweak 
the program. The first tweak is that the 
Farmer’s Market will move to Fridays 
– every other Friday. On the day the 
Farmer’s Market is held, the in-house 
grocery order and delivery service will not 
be provided. The next Farmer’s Market is 
set for August 21.

Stay tuned for more innovation from the 
Dining Team!

Farmer’s Market Provides Fresh Fruits and Fun

Ann Dietrich purchases items at Farmer’s Market on 
Aug. 6.
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For Glenn Bratcher, it started out of 
simple curiosity. “On my way to the 
dining room every day, I would see 
Bill Clair working on puzzles, and was 
curious what made him enjoy it so 
much,” says Glenn, who had never 
done puzzles before. “So one day I sat 
down to give it a try.” To his surprise, 
he loved it. “Growing up on a cotton 
farm in Texas and New Mexico, we 
could never afford puzzles – and you 
certainly don’t have time for them in 
the Marine Corps,” says Glenn, who 
retired as a colonel after 32 years and 
two tours in Viet Nam. “Now, I am 
addicted to them!” 

What followed was the start of a unique 
friendship formed during the pandemic, 
with Glenn, Bill and Silvia Fenton 
becoming a three-person Puzzle Relay 
Team. To maintain social distance, only 
one of them works at a time, sometimes 
for hours. “It’s amazing how two hours 
can pass almost instantly when you get 
involved in a puzzle,” says Glenn, who 
then “yields the chair when the next 
person stops by.” Glenn tries to time 
his own visits to when a puzzle is half 
finished. “I like to find the pieces that they 
couldn’t – it becomes my obsession.” 

The threesome can usually complete a 
1,000-piece puzzle in about a week. Their 
pet peeve? When the last piece goes 
missing. That’s when the friends give each 
other a hard time. “If we can’t find a piece 
at the very end, I’ll send Bill an email, 

‘Hey Bill, bring that piece back!’ Or email 
Silvia, ‘Check your purse!’” With a good 
15 puzzles now under his belt, Glenn still 
can’t quite believe the joy that “finding 
the right piece and letting it slide right in” 
brings him. “I never in my life thought I’d 
be working on puzzles when I was old, but 
here I am – I love it!” 

A Perfect Fit

Glenn Bratcher is part of a three-person puzzle 
relay team, with Bill Clair and Silvia Fenton.


