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During this time with COVID-19, many of 
us have turned to the outdoors as a place 
for exercise, rejuvenation, and enjoyment. 
In addition to an opportunity to relax 
and reconnect with nature, there has also 
been a good deal of construction activity 
on VHRC’s campus as well. These projects 
have been undertaken or contracted to 
be completed by VHRC’s Facilities team, 
which is headed by Shawn Bostic. You 
may not know it from all of the activity, 
but Shawn is fairly new to VHRC, having 
only been here for six months. 

Since his start at VHRC, Facilities has 
undertaken some major projects. For 
example, the Vinson Hall roof was 
replaced in April. The courtyard behind 
Arleigh Burke Pavilion was cleaned up, the 
fountain repaired, and fish added to the 
pond. Shawn said that he hopes this area 
will provide a calm retreat.

Recently, the Facilities team contracted 
with a company to add ramps around 
campus. Another anticipated project is 
the completion of the bocce court and 
horseshoe pit, which is expected to be 
ready for action in the coming days. 

This increase in outdoor activity is in-line 
with Shawn’s personal thinking regarding 
COVID-19. “For me, this time with COVID 
is a good time to be outside and to be 
active. I like to think of the projects we 
have undertaken as ‘scenic engagement,’ 

if you can call it that. We are trying to 
make things visual appealing for the 
residents – and engaging too.”

Shawn said that he has many more 
projects he hopes his team can take on 
in the next few weeks. Topping the list 
is replacing the elevator cabs as well as 
continuing to work on the Sports Park, 
where he plans to add a clubhouse and 
some picnic tables.

In terms of looking further ahead, Shawn 
said that his goal is to keep folks happy 
and fulfill the requests that are made.  

VHRC’s Facilities Team Tackles Major Projects

Earlier this week, contractors removed 
steps and added ramps around campus 
in an effort to make the campus more 
accessible.
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While most businesses, schools, and 
shops closed their doors during these last 
few months, one place didn’t. The Vinson 
Hall library has been open throughout 
the pandemic, and if you stopped in to 
browse, chances are you bumped into Sue 
Clark. 

“The library is always open 24-7, and 
people are welcome to come in, select 
their books, and sign them out,” says Sue, 
who volunteers at the library with Carol 
Henderson and Rosemary Hogg. “Our 
librarian Mary Blair has done an excellent 
job of setting things up – it’s such a 
pleasure to work there.” While Mary has 
been working mostly from home during 
COVID-19, Sue comes into the library 
every day to deliver newly ordered books 
to people, file cards, and keep things 
organized. Each month, about 200 of the 
9,000 hardback and large-print books are 
borrowed by residents, who also have 
1,000 DVDs, as well as audio books, music 
CDs, and paperbacks to choose among.

Libraries hold a special spot in Sue’s 
heart. “I’ve always loved libraries,” she 
says, recalling how as a girl, she and her 
mother used to walk to the library, a “big 
impressive building with marble steps.” 
When Sue and her husband Tony moved 
to Pasadena, California after college, she 
answered a want ad for an English major 
who knew French and Spanish, and could 
type – “my best qualification! It turned 
out to be the Huntington Library, which 
was a wonderful place to work.” Later, she 
volunteered in all three of her children’s 

school libraries, and at the library at 
Meadowlark Gardens for 18 years. “In 
another life, I might have gotten a degree 
in library science; it didn’t work out that 
way, but that’s fine. I’ve managed to get 
my fix!”

Need a Good Book?

Library volunteer, Sue Clark, with Mary 
Blair, VHRC’s librarian for 32 years.


