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I traveled down to the Ganges 
And the jungles to the east

And watched a lion and his pride
Night prowling for a feast.

I traveled down the Nile
And saw a crafty crocodile
Hiding in the river rocks

To catch a lunch for little crocs.

My next stop: Yellowstone Park
Where I heard wolves howl in the dark

And saw a grizzly bring home fish,
Her frisky cubs’ favorite dish.

Now I’m off to the Tasman Sea
With my remote and a cup of tea

You’ve unfurled an awesome world
Nature shows on my TV!

— Ann Griffith

Travels
COVID-19 and quarantine has afforded 
Ann Griffith time to “travel” via nature 
shows. Below is poem she wrote to 
celebrate the things she’s seen. Enjoy!

The Last Days of The Treasure Shop
Today, at 3 p.m. The Treasure Shop 
officially ended its 49-year run. In the 
end, loyal customers continued to stop 
by for one last look, for a kind word, 
and for a chance to say thank you for 
the hard work. Many continued to be in 
disbelief that the shop they had loved 
for so long was closing. 

Over the past week, community 
volunteers, who have run the shop over 
the years, manned the final sale of all the 
remaining items. Considering how full the 
shop was two weeks ago, it’s amazing at the 
amount of items sold. The unsold items will 
be donated to Columbia Pike Thrift Shop, 
which is owned and operated by Trinity 
Episcopal, Arlington. 

We are grateful to our volunteers who have 
so loyally worked – and cared for – The 
Treasure Shop. And we are thankful to our 
consignors and donors who trusted The 
Treasure Shop with their items. These two 
groups of people, along with The Treasure 
Shop’s loyal customers, is what made The 
Treasure Shop so important to Navy Marine 
Coast Guard Residence Foundation. It 
was not an easy decision for NMCGRF to 
close the shop, however, COVID-19 made 
it necessary. We, in The Foundation, will 
certainly miss the lively activity and the 
wonderful people of The Treasure Shop.

Photo above: Michelle Crone, Director of 
Philanthropy, and Fran Mooney, Treasure 
Shop manager, at the final sidewalk sale.
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Valerie Vesser has always loved 
books – which is why she became 
a teacher. “I was studying law at 
Oxford when I met my husband 
Dale there,” she says. He was 
in the Army, and after they 
married in the United Kingdom 
and moved to the U.S., Valerie 
decided to go in to teaching. 
“When we wandered around 
from base to base, I taught adult 
education,” says Valerie, who 
also taught at both Madeira and 
Potomac School in McLean. So 
discovering Vinson Hall’s book 
club when she moved here in 2014 was 
“such a pleasure for me, being an English 
teacher who likes to talk about books.”

The women’s book club at VHRC has 
17 members, meets monthly, and is 
run by Sally Fellowes. “She’s warm and 
welcoming, and very good at running the 
meetings,” says Valerie. How are books 
chosen? “We make a list of suggestions, 
and what we read depends on how many 
of the books Mary Blair, the librarian, 
can get for us at Fairfax County library,” 
explains Sally, who fell in love with books 
after discovering her grandmother’s 
bookcase at age 11. This month’s book is 
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens. 
“I grew up in Mobile, Alabama – the 
marshes, rivers and bay she writes about, 
it just sings to me!”

When COVID-19 hit, the club met once via 
Zoom, but everyone is looking forward to 
meeting in person again next month, 10 

at a time, in the auditorium. What do they 
like most about the club? “It’s a great way 
to make new friends,” says Valerie, who 
also loves the opportunity “to think and to 
feel – that’s what books can do for you.” 
Sally enjoys the women and the exchange 
of ideas. “Each woman has a different 
approach to the book, and everybody is 
lively,” she says. “It’s wonderful to see!”

Bound by a Love of Books

Valerie Vesser and Sally Fellowes with this month’s 
VHRC Women’s Book Club book, Where the Crawdads 
Sing.


