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The Campus Voice
The VHRC hair salon is open! Today was 
the first day the hair salon in the Kathy 
Martin Community Building was open. 
Opening day appointments with Alia 
Zaman, the hair stylist, went quickly. 
She was completely booked for Tuesday 
and Wednesday. Latishea Harrison, the 
Concierge in the Community Building 
who is taking reservations, said that she 
has received a steady flow of phone calls 
from residents requesting appointment 
slots  – “not overwhelming,” she said, 
“but steady.” Latishea also said that 
according to the schedule there are still 
appointment slots available for Thursday 
and Friday. 

Alia will be on-site Tuesdays through 
Fridays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Only one 
person – in addition to Alia – can be 
in the salon at a time. Appointments 
are required. To make an appointment, 
call the Community Building Concierge 

desk at extension 2777. And no need to 
bring your wallet – salon services will be 
charged to your VHRC account.

Althea Coetzee, who had an appointment 
today, said she was “thrilled” to have the 
hair stylist back. “My daughters, who are 
58 and 62, cannot remember ever seeing 
me with my hair as long as it was. It feels 
good to be human again!” she said. 

The hairstylist, Alia Zaman, is back in the 
hair salon in the Kathy Martin Community 
Building. She will be on-campus Tuesday 
through Friday.

On this date in 1969, Vinson Hall opened its doors. 
Last year we celebrated VHRC’s 50th birthday with a 
grand party and lots of great food courtesy of our 
Dining team. Despite our changed circumstances 
due to COVID-19, we know that the Navy Officers’ 
Wives’ Club of Washington, D.C. had a great 
vision when they planned and raised funds for the 
purchase of the land and the building of Vinson 
Hall all those years ago. Today on its 51st birthday 
we remember how unique VHRC is and the lasting 
power of a great vision.

VHRC’s Hair Salon Re-opens to Full Schedule

Happy 51st Birthday, Vinson Hall!

Last year VHRC celebrated its 50th 
Anniversary with a great party.



page 2

The Campus Voice
This publication is created for Vinson 

Hall Retirement Community in an effort 
to inform and delight. This publication is 
produced by the Office of Philanthropy 

and Engagement, but attempts to 
reflect the work and efforts of all VHRC 

residents and staff. 

Please direct inquiries, corrections, 
suggestions, or brief submissions to 

Amiee Freeman, Communications and 
Public Relations Specialist, 

amieef@vinsonhall.org or 703-538-3069.
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For Dick MacEwen, it started out as 
just a faster way to get to work. “I’d 
drive down along the Canal Road and 
I’d see all these bicycles passing us on 
the towpath,” he says of his commute 
from McLean to the World Bank in 
1979. “I thought, that’s the way to go 
to the office! So I started riding.” Over 
the years, Dick has logged many a mile 
on two wheels in New Zealand, South 
Africa, Patagonia – and at Vinson Hall, 
with Jack Hannon.

“We are the entire Vinson Hall biking 
club,” says Jack. “Dick is capable of 50 
miles on his bicycle. I don’t pretend to 
be in that category. I am the Sancho 
Panza to him.” Before COVID-19, the 
two roamed the metropolitan area on 
the W&OD bike trails, covering up to 15 
miles per ride. Not to be sidelined by the 
virus, the pair has been seen these past 
few weeks doing their usual loop around 
campus. “It’s exactly 4-tenths of a mile, 
and we do several of those, with everyone 
looking on in amusement, I’m sure,” says 
Jack.

Their friendship began at Vinson Hall 
in 2014 after moving in. “We had both 
parked our bikes in the bike rack at 
Willow Oak,” says Dick. “I sought out the 
owners and tried to convince them that 
we should go biking, and Jack was the 
only one interested. The other bikes are 
still sitting there, rusting!” Jack adds, “New 
members are welcome.” What draws them 
to cycling? “It’s good exercise, and I like 
the company too,” says Dick. “It’s nice to 

be outdoors with the sun on you, looking 
at the scenery, stopping if something 
interests you,” explains Jack. “And then 
of course there’s the possibility of 
refreshments somewhere along the ride.”

VHRC’s Bike Club Keeps on Rolling

Jack Hannon and Dick MacEwen haven’t let 
COVID-19 stop their love of biking.


