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On Monday Happy Hour returned 
to the Penthouse. The dining team is 
offering two, one-hour seatings for 
Happy Hour: one seating at 4:15 and 
the second seating at 5:30. Attendees 
are asked to make reservations by 
2 p.m. Reservations can be made by 
calling extension 2996.

Before we entered Phase 1 and the 
reopening of Happy Hour, a few 
residents got together to spruce up 
the balcony off of the Penthouse 
lounge. Maureen and Joe Kammerer and 
Anna Coutlakis decided that the balcony 
had been neglected for too long. With the 
amount of outside space available during 
quarantine being restricted, they decided 
this forgotten space could be a real asset. 

“A friend of mine called me up to see if 
we needed any help,” said Maureen. “I 
told her I didn’t need help with groceries, 
but I would be grateful if she would go 
to McLean Hardware and pick up some 

potting soil for me. Anna talked with 
Shawn Bostic and he brought over some 
plants. Joe did the heavy lifting and got 
the old bar-be-cue grills off the balcony. 
The whole idea is that people can come 
up here and use this space and enjoy it. 
It’s a very nice space, especially if you 
have someone to share it with.”

And the space is open more than just at 
Happy Hour. It’s also a nice spot to enjoy 
a cup of morning coffee or a quiet place 
to sit in the evenings, said Maureen.  

Revived Penthouse Balcony Debuts for Happy Hour

Ted Wamstad and Glenn Bratcher enjoy a glass 
of wine at Happy Hour.

Anna Coutlakis plants herbs and flowers in 
a planter on the Penthouse balcony.

Maureen Kammerer brought some color to 
the balcony with some potted plants. 
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When you’re raised on a farm, you 
grow up fixing things. “You do whatever 
needed to be done; tractor needed 
repair, equipment in the field,” says Bob 
Matthews, who grew up on a farm in 
North Dakota. “That doesn’t make you 
an expert, but you’re willing to try and 
fix things.” Which is what Bob has been 
doing at Vinson Hall ever since he came 
five years ago. Watch repair is one of his 
specialties, and business has been brisk in 
these COVID-19 times.

“Lately with people not being very free to 
move around, I do maybe two or three a 
week, though sometimes I get six or eight 
watches at a time,” says Bob, who keeps 
a supply of 30 different kinds of batteries 
in his repair room at the Hobby Shop and 
also works on jewelry repair. “When a 
little screw in your glasses goes missing or 
a lamp needs to be fixed, I do that too.”

As an engineer who was responsible for 
the operation of plants producing hospital 
supplies as well as pharmaceutical 
manufacturing during his career, Bob 
stepped easily into his other role at VHRC 
– handling the storage room where folks 
can donate or borrow medical equipment. 
“It goes from almost nothing in there, to 
stuff stacked on top of stuff,” he says of 
the walkers, wheelchairs, crutches and 
canes. “Whenever anybody wants one, 
they call me. When you’re done with it, 
you bring it back. There’s no timeline.” 
And if things come in broken? Bob is 
ready with his wrench.

Getting Things Up and Running

Bob Matthews in the Hobby Shop on the 
ground level of Vinson Hall. Bob repairs 
watches and whatever else needs fixing. 


