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The Campus Voice
Even without face-to-face meetings, 
the Vinson Hall Residents’ Association 
(VHRA) and the Arleigh Burke Pavilion 
and The Sylvestery Family Council have 
been able to do great things. In the past 
few weeks these two groups, led by 
CAPT Bud Dougherty and Diane O’Keefe 
for the ABP/TS Family Council and Amb. 
Ted Russell for VHRA, have raised more 
than $20,000 for the recent Employee 
Appreciation Gift, ensuring each hourly 
staff member received $100.  

In addition to the work of these 
individuals, Nancy Dietrich spearheaded 
the creation of the certificate. Maureen 
Kammerer and Sue Clark, using their 
calligraphy skills, hand-wrote each name 
of VHRC’s nearly 200 employees on the 
certificates. On the VHRC side, Bonnie 
O’Donnell in Accounting worked with 
both Ted and Bud to cash checks or 
charge accounts and generally help track 
contributions.

As to why the two groups felt this 
appreciation was necessary, Bud 
explained, “In many cases staff had to 
work extended shifts and had to abide 
by all the restrictions. ABP and TS staff 
have been very attentive and caring to 
the residents there, which is especially 
important as families are not able to go 
in. Families have been depending on the 
extra care that staff have been providing. 
We felt it was very important that they be 
recognized.”  

“Staff have been working so hard to boost 
our morale. We wanted to do a little 
something to help boost theirs,” added 
Ted.

Bud also emphasized that this was a “one 
campus approach” with all parts of VHRC 
chipping in to ensure that each VHRC staff 
member – no matter which community 
they work in – received an appreciation.

The staff have been very appreciative of 
the certificate and the cash. As CEO Libby 
Bush said, “What a tremendous effort 
and outcome this is in demonstrating 
once again that VHRC is an extraordinary 
community! This initiative really shows 
the unity amongst each area of residency 
to support our staff members across the 
campus.” 

Behind the Scenes of the Employee Appreciation

Amb. Ted Russell, president of the Vinson 
Hall Resident Association, and CAPT Bud 
Dougherty, co-chair of the ABP/TS Family 
Council, worked together to ensure the recent 
employee appreciation gift had a ”one campus 
approach.”
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This publication is created for Vinson 

Hall Retirement Community in an effort 
to inform and delight. This publication is 
produced by the Office of Philanthropy 

and Engagement, but attempts to 
reflect the work and efforts of all VHRC 

residents and staff. 

Please direct inquiries, corrections, 
suggestions, or brief submissions to 

Amiee Freeman, Communications and 
Public Relations Specialist, 

amieef@vinsonhall.org or 703-538-3069.
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Singing makes the heart soar 
– just ask those who sing with 
Vinson Voices. “When I came to 
Vinson Hall 8 years ago, there 
was a group of about 12 of us 
who sang together,” says Ramona 
Michels, “and now we have 43. 
That’s a pretty good size for a 
music group!” Getting together to 
rehearse every Thursday afternoon 
was a high point of the week for 
the members – and was sorely 
missed after COVID-19 struck.

Mirna Fuentes, VHRC special events 
assistant, set out to solve the problem. “I 
reached out to Pam Burns, the instructor, 
to see if we could do a Zoom sing-a-
long,” says Mirna, adding, “We can’t lose 
these magical voices during quarantine!” 

Mirna went into residents’ apartments 
to help them with the technology and 
download Zoom. The result? For the 
last two Thursdays, about 25 members 
of Vinson Voices have participated in a 
virtual sing-a-long via their computers 
and phones. Seeing friends this way was 
definitely a plus, “because when you’re 
in one building, you don’t get to see 
the others very often these days,” says 
Ramona. For Mirna, “The coolest part is 
that even people who are not on campus 
at the moment, like Mrs. Peak, were able 
to join in!” 

Overall, the experiment has been a great 

success. “At first, when everyone was 
singing at once, that didn’t work,” explains 
Ann Dietrich. So now while Pam sings 
and plays, everyone is on mute and sings 
along on their own, then between songs 
people chat with one another. “It works 
very well, it’s amazing!” says Ann. “And it’s 
a lot of fun!”

Vinson Voices Stay in Tune

A screenshot of the participants at Thursday night’s 
Zoom sing-a-long with Vinson Voices.


