
Residents and leadership cheer in staff as 
they arrive. 
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The Campus Voice
On Thursday, members of the 
VHRC Leadership Team plus 
several residents gathered at the 
Kirby Road entrance to applaud 
staff as they arrived for work. The 
cheering started at 6:15 a.m. and 
concluded at 4 p.m. 

“As the new banner on Kirby 
Road reads, ‘HEROES Work 
Here!’ As a way to say thank 
you, we enthusiastically greeted 
employees with thank you signs, 
claps, shouts, and music as they 
started or ended their day,” 
said Winoka Clements, Director of Human 
Resources.

Residents were invited to bring noise makers 
and signs to spread the cheer. One resident 
brought her snare drum to add some pep. 

“It was a good idea and a lot of fun,” said 
Ann Dietrich.

Peter Linn agreed with Ann’s assessment 
and added: “We have been very impressed 
with everyone’s ability to pivot. From the marketing staff shifting to making daily well-
check calls to dining room servers now becoming food delivery people. It’s been very 
impressive and heartwarming that the staff has taken these extra steps. All the staff 
come in every day, with all the restrictions and go above and beyond. It’s been great. 
So, we felt we really needed to say thank you. Also – and let’s be honest – it was just 
fun to go out and make fools of ourselves and make some noise.”

Next week VHRC leadership plans to take the show on the road. They will be doing the 
Macarena at a location near you. Willow Oak and Vinson Hall residents are invited to 
join in and dance the afternoon away. Please look for a flyer with more information.

Residents Make Some Noise to Thank Staff

Susan Osborn and Peter Linn 
joined the fun with a sign of 
thanks.

Ann Dietrick holds a 
sign to thank staff. 
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The Campus Voice
This publication is created for Vinson 

Hall Retirement Community in an effort 
to inform and delight. This publication is 
produced by the Office of Philanthropy 

and Engagement, but attempts to 
reflect the work and efforts of all VHRC 

residents and staff. 

Please direct inquiries, corrections, 
suggestions, or brief submissions to 

Amiee Freeman, Communications and 
Public Relations Specialist, 

amieef@vinsonhall.org or 703-538-3069.
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Harry McAlpine had a routine. At least 
once a week, he dropped by to see his 
friends at SHARE, the local food bank 
at McLean Baptist Church that has been 
near and dear to his heart for 30 years. 
“I was President of SHARE in the 1990s, 
after I retired,” he says. “It’s a good 
organization. It’s neighbors helping 
neighbors.”

Over the years, Harry has driven people 
to medical appointments for SHARE, 
helped folks who are struggling to 
pay their bills through SHARE’s Family 
Assistance Program, and he still attends 
their planning meetings. “I liked to stop 
by once a week to see what’s going on, 
but I don’t stock shelves in the food 
pantry anymore,” he says. Of course, 
at the moment those visits have been 
discontinued, but he still checks in by 
phone for updates. 

“Our number of clients has at least 
doubled — and our inventory is way 
down,” says Nicki Watts, who is in charge 
of SHARE’s food pantry, which is now 
closed. But people can still drive by 
twice a week and pick up to-go boxes of 
food which volunteers hand out in the 
church parking lot. SHARE also delivers 
food boxes to seniors in need at other 
senior residences in McLean. “Families 
are at home, so what used to be enough 
is now not enough,” Nicki says. “It’s a 
challenge. We are grateful to people in 
the community for their help.”

Here at Vinson Hall, Dr. Edward Davis 
is one of them. He recently donated his 
entire stimulus check to SHARE. “There 
are so many people who are out of jobs 
and need food,” Dr. Davis explains. “It’s a 
time of need for many.” 

If you would like to help SHARE, there is 
a box at the Vinson Hall Front Desk for 
donations. Checks can be made out to 
Share, Inc. 

A Place to SHARE

Harry McAlpine with a box of donated 
groceries for SHARE.


