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MEMORANDUM 

To:  Vinson Hall and Willow Oak Residents, Families and Staff 

From:  Haider Mahmood, Administrator of Vinson Hall and Willow Oak  

Subject:  Post-Vaccine Relaxation of Restrictions – Round 3  

Date:   April 23, 2021 

 

Starting Monday, May 3, 2021, we are further relaxing restrictions for Vinson Hall 

(VH) and Willow Oak (WO) residents. VHRC closely monitors new information as it 

is released by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and other 

state and local health authorities. Our process for making changes in visitation and 

infection prevention protocols continues to be based on a careful evaluation of the 

new data to make the best choices for the safety of our community. 

 

Although some restrictions are being relaxed on campus, we STRONGLY urge you 

to maintain the core practices of wearing your mask in the company of someone 

who is not part of your VHRC household, maintaining at least six feet of social 

distancing, and washing or sanitizing your hands frequently. We also encourage all 

residents to closely monitor their health for possible symptoms of illnesses.  If you 

experience symptoms consistent with COVID-19, we urge you to be tested. 

 

Changes in Relaxations: 

 Dining room capacity will increase to 60. 

 

 Dining staff will not be checking temperatures of individuals attending 

Happy Hour or having meals in the Penthouse Dining Room. Residents are 

encouraged to self-monitor their temperatures in their apartments. If you 

have a temperature of 100.4 or higher or are not feeling well, we ask that 
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you please not come to the dining room and to follow-up with your health 

care provider or call the Health and Wellness Clinic.  

 

 Residents may dine together in parties of six at one table in the Penthouse 

Dining Room. All dining staff will continue to wear masks and practice other 

infection prevention precautions.   
 

 Residents may invite up to two family members or visitors to the Penthouse 

Dining Room for a meal or to participate in VHRC resident events, excluding 

those events that require bus transportation. Guests must provide 

documentation of a completed COVID-19 vaccine series. Providing a non-

detected COVID-19 test result is not sufficient for dining in the Penthouse. 

Please make sure your guest is prepared to show proof of vaccination to the 

VH or WO front desk upon arrival. 

 

 Residents are highly encouraged to provide guest names to the concierge 

before their visit. This will allow the concierge team to create a personalized 

VHRC visitor card. This card will allow your guest(s) to access the Penthouse 

Dining Room and other resident events. 

 

 Residents must continue to make reservations for both Happy Hour and 

dinner in the Penthouse.  Please call extension 2995 for reservations. Please 

also let us know if you will be having family members or visitors join you for 

dinner.  

 

 Capacity of the KMCB Ballroom capacity will increase to 80. 

 

 Monthly birthday celebrations will be held, in-person, in the Ballroom. These 

celebrations will be limited to those celebrating their birthday that month 

and one guest per birthday person.  

 



Please see other side for more information.  

3 

 

 All in-person fitness classes, including Gait & Balance, will resume, starting 

Monday, May 3. Please call George Lynch at extension 3924 for additional 

information regarding the Fitness Center. 

 

 The hot tub capacity will increase to four residents at one time. 

 

 Pool volleyball can have six residents on each side or have up to 12 residents 

at one time.  

 

 When walking outdoors, residents do not need to wear a mask. Residents 

should keep a mask with them while on those walks and wear it when in 

close contact with other people whose vaccination status is unknown. 

 

What Remains the Same: 

 

 In-person meetings of up to 15 VHRC residents are permitted without masks 

or social distancing in community rooms, including the Alford Auditorium, 

the KMCB Ballroom, the Penthouse Lounge, the Art Center and the Willow 

Oak 5TH floor resident lounge. We encourage groups to meet outdoors 

where masks and social distancing are also not required. If non-vaccinated 

guests are in attendance, then masks and social distancing should be 

utilized. Any staff or contractors who attend these meetings must continue 

to wear a mask. 

  

 

 Resident meetings with more than 15 individuals will require all participants 

to wear masks. The CDC recommends that individuals should continue to 

avoid medium- and large-size in-person gatherings. 

 

 All VHRC residents, staff, contractors, and visitors are required to wear masks 

and maintain social distancing when in the common areas of the community. 
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VHRC common areas include all halls, lobbies, lounges, elevators, Health and 

Wellness, and the Fitness Center. 

 

 All VHRC residents should continue to wear well-fitted masks when visiting 

non-vaccinated individuals, since those persons are at increased risk of 

developing COVID-19.  

 

 The CDC is not revising its travel recommendations and guidance at this 

time. The CDC continues to recommend avoiding all non-essential travel. 

Please follow CDC travel restrictions for the destination to which you are 

traveling.   

 

 Family members or friends with documentation of a completed COVID-19 

vaccine series may stay overnight in a resident’s apartment or in an available 

guest room in VH. Providing a non-detected COVID-19 test result is not 

sufficient for an overnight stay. Please register your overnight guest with the 

VH or WO front desk prior to their visit. Make sure your guest is prepared to 

show proof of vaccination to the VH or WO front desk upon arrival.  

 

 Residents are permitted to organize card games in communal rooms. 

 

 The 30-passenger bus may be used at full capacity for sightseeing bus trips, 

but only for VHRC residents. Residents may travel without masks, but 

accompanying staff must still wear masks. 

 

 The Chapel Executive Board plans to resume some religious services on 

campus in a modified form. Please watch for those announcements. 

 

We encourage everyone to follow this new guidance – working together is 

how we keep our community safe. Thank you! 


