Great Books to Read with Your Preschooler
Bear is Awake: An Alphabet Story by Hannah E.
Harrison
Suddenly "awake" in the middle of winter, a "big bear"
explores a "cozy cabin," which Bear of course "enters
excitedly." But the cabin isn't empty, a little girl lives
there. So begins an unlikely friendship and an
unexpected adventure as the girl attempts to figure
out what a bear is supposed to be doing in the winter.
(Hint- It's not eating pancakes or visiting the library!)

Bedtime for Sweet Creatures by Nikki Grimes
It's bedtime. But Mommy's little one is not sleepy. He
growls like a bear, he questions like an owl, he tosses
his mane like a lion. He hunts for water like a sly wolf
and hides like a snake. Mommy needs to wrangle her
sweet creature in bed so that the whole family can
sleep. From tigers to squirrels to snakes, the little boy
dodges around his bedtime, until he is tired enough to
finally sleep. His imaginative animal friends weave
their way through the illustrations, eventually joining
him in curling up for the night.

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill
Martin
A big happy frog, a plump purple cat, a handsome blue
horse, and a soft yellow duck all parade across the
pages of this delightful book. Children will immediately
respond to Eric Carle's flat, boldly colored collages.
Combined with Bill Martin's singsong text, they create
unforgettable images of these endearing animals.

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin
A told B, and B told C, I'll meet you at the top of the coconut
tree. In this lively alphabet rhyme, all the letters of the
alphabet race each other up the coconut tree. Will there be
enough room? Oh, no - Chicka Chicka Boom Boom!

Do Unto Otters: A Book About Manners by Laurie Keller
Mr. Rabbit's new neighbors are Otters. OTTERS! But he
doesn't know anything about Otters. Will they get along?
Will they be friends? Just treat otters the same way you'd
like them to treat you advises wise Mr. Owl. And so
begins Mr. Rabbit's reflection on good manners. In her
smart, quirky style, Laurie Keller highlights how to be a
good friend and neighbor: just follow the Golden Rule!

Grumpy Pants by Claire Messer
Have you ever had a grumpy day and not known why?
Penguin is having a grumpy day like that. No matter
what he does, he just can't shake it! Sometimes the
only thing left to do is wash the grumpy day away and
start over. The simple text and lively illustrations are
the perfect cure for even the grumpiest of days.

Hair Love by Matthew A. Cherry
Zuri's hair has a mind of its own. It kinks, coils, and curls
every which way. Zuri knows it's beautiful. When Daddy
steps in to style it for an extra special occasion, he has
a lot to learn. But he LOVES his Zuri, and he'll do
anything to make her (and her hair) happy. Tender and
empowering, Hair Love is an ode to loving your natural
hair and a celebration of daddies and daughters
everywhere.

How to Read a Book by Kwame Alexander
Find a tree, a black tupelo or dawn redwood will do, and
plant yourself. (It's okay if you prefer a stoop, like
Langston Hughes.) With these words, an adventure
begins. Kwame Alexander's evocative poetry and
Melissa Sweet's lush artwork come together to take
readers on a sensory journey between the pages of a
book.

I Will be Fierce! by Bea Birdsong
Today, I will be fierce! I will take on the monsters that stand in my
way. I will search for the light in the darkness. I will be the hero of my
story. And then, I will rest. For tomorrow, I will be fierce again. A
young girl takes on a typical day like a brave explorer taking on an
epic fairytale quest. From home to school and back again, our hero
conquers the Mountain of Knowledge (the library), forges new
bridges (friendships), and leads the victorious charge home on her
steed (the school bus).

Jabari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall
Working up the courage to take a big, important leap is hard,
but Jabari is almost absolutely ready to make a giant splash.
Jabari is definitely ready to jump off the diving board. He's
finished his swimming lessons and passed his swim test, and
he's a great jumper, so he's not scared at all. "Looks easy,"
says Jabari, watching the other kids take their turns. But when
his dad squeezes his hand, Jabari squeezes back. He needs to
figure out what kind of special jump to do anyway, and he
should probably do some stretches before climbing up onto
the diving board. In a sweetly appealing tale of overcoming
your fears, newcomer Gaia Cornwall captures a moment
between a patient and encouraging father and a determined
little boy you can't help but root for.

My Colors, My World/ Mis Colores, Mi Mundo by Maya Christina Gonzalez
Maya longs to find brilliant, beautiful color in her world. But when the
wind blows, desert sand covers everything, and turns her whole
neighborhood the color of dust. With the help of a feathered friend, Maya
searches high and low to find the colors in her world. And she does; in
the vibrant purple of her Mama's flowers, the juicy green of a prickly
cactus, the hot pink clouds at sunset, and the shiny black of her Papi's
hair. As they follow Maya's search for all the colors of the rainbow, little
readers will be inspired to look around and ask themselves, where can I
find the colors in my world?

Perfect Square by Michael Hall
A perfect square that is perfectly happy is torn into pieces, punched
with holes, crumpled, and otherwise changed but finds in each
transformation that it can be something new, and just as happy.

Press Here by Herve Tullet
Harness the power of imagination and interactivity: Press the yellow
dot on the cover of this book, follow the instructions within, and
embark upon a magical journey! Each page of this surprising book
instructs the reader to press the dots, shake the pages, tilt the book,
and who knows what will happen next! Children and adults alike will
giggle with delight as the dots multiply, change direction, and grow
in size! Especially remarkable because the adventure in Press Here
occurs on the flat surface of the simple, printed page. This unique
picture book about the power of imagination and interactivity will
provide read-aloud fun for all ages! The perfect book for young
children to learn about following directions and cause and effect.

Puppy Truck by Brian J. Pinkney
Vroom...beep...bark!
Carter wants a puppy, but he gets a truck instead. So he pets it, puts
a leash around it, and takes it to the park. But the truck won't sit still!
What will Carter do with his rascally Puppy Truck?

Rosie Revere, Engineer by Andrea Beaty
Rosie may seem quiet during the day, but at night she's a brilliant
inventor of gizmos and gadgets who dreams of becoming a great
engineer. When her great-great-aunt Rose (Rosie the Riveter) comes
for a visit and mentions her one unfinished goal, to fly, Rosie sets to
work building a contraption to make her aunt's dream come true. But
when her contraption doesn't fly but rather hovers for a moment and
then crashes, Rosie deems the invention a failure. On the contrary,
Aunt Rose insists that Rosie's contraption was a raging success: you
can only truly fail, she explains, if you quit.

Skippyjon Jones: Class Action by Judith Byron Schachner
Skippyjon Jones really wants to go to school. School is for dogs, his
mama tells him. It's where they go to get trained. But nothing can
stop Skippy. Once inside his closet, he finds himself on the
playground of his imagination, surrounded by dogs of all kinds. He
bays with the beagles, learns French with the poodles, and checks
out a Chihuahua book from the library. And when a bully starts
sending shiver-itos down the spines of the little yippers, Skippy
saves the day and earns the biggest gold star.

The Little Red Fort by Brenda Maier
Ruby's mind is always full of ideas. One day, she finds some old
boards and decides to build something. She invites her brothers to
help, but they just laugh and tell her she doesn't know how to build.
"Then I'll learn," she says. And she does! When she creates a dazzling
fort that they all want to play in, it is Ruby who has the last laugh.
With sprightly text and winsome pictures, this modern spin on the
timeless favorite The Little Red Hen celebrates the pluck and
ingenuity of young creators everywhere!

The Pigeon HAS to Go to School by Mo Willems
Why does the Pigeon have to go to school? He already knows
everything! And what if he doesn't like it? What if the teacher
doesn't like him? What if he learns TOO MUCH!?! The pigeon must go
to school, but frets about math, learning the alphabet, heavy
backpacks, and what the teacher and other birds will think of him.

Unplugged by Steve Antony
Meet Blip. Blip loves being plugged into her computer. When a
blackout occurs, Blip trips over her wire and tumbles outside.
Suddenly, Blip's gray world is filled with color and excitement. She
plays with her new friends and has adventures all day long. When
Blip finally returns home, she realizes that the world can be even
brighter once you unplug.

Round is a Tortilla: A Book of Shapes by Roseanne Thong
In this lively picture book, children discover a world of shapes all
around them: rectangles are icecream carts and stone metates,
triangles are slices of watermelon and quesadillas. Many of the
featured objects are Latino in origin and all are universal in appeal.
With rich, boisterous illustrations, a fun-to-read rhyming text, and an
informative glossary, this playful concept book will reinforce the
shapes found in every child's day!

