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Opening in the shadow of the Paris attacks, the exhibition Collected by Thea Westreich Wagner and Ethan Wagner rep-
resents —as Adam Weinberg, the director of the Whitney Museum of American Art, said in his remarks at the press 
preview — “a celebration of what matters in life.” The connection between the artwork and the massacres, however, is 
not simply rhetorical.

The show marks what the museum is calling a “transformative gift” of 550 works by U.S.-based artists from the Wag-
ners’ collection, a donation that is being shared by the Centre Pompidou in Paris, which will receive more than 300 
works by artists from Europe and elsewhere.

The exhibition’s curators, Elisabeth Sussman and Elisabeth Sherman of the Whitney and Christine Macel of the 
Centre Pompidou, chose to round out the collection’s context by including artists whose works are destined for the 
Whitney as well as the Pompidou, some of whom, Weinberg noted, have their studios in the 10th and 11th arrondisse-
ments, the areas afflicted by the worst of the carnage, where poets, dancers, critics, artists and architects were among 
the dead — “a strike against the heart of Paris’s creative community.”
 
During a walk-through at the press preview, curator Sussman discussed the diverse ways Wool and Gober drew 
upon their experiences and environments as they developed their practices. (Despite his commitment to abstrac-
tion, Wool was invariably influenced by the street art and graffiti of the Chinatown neighborhood where he lived.) 
It is arguably this life/art interchange that keeps the works of these two artists, among others in the show, vital and 
engaging more than a quarter-century after they were made.

Wool also offers a key to the aesthetically cool, intellectually sharp vibe running through much of the art in the show, 
where the last room is filled with much more recent work, including geometric abstractions by Scott Lyall, Sean Paul, 
and Blake Rayne, all from the past several years.
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