
Key Verse - Matthew 28:18-20

Have you ever not been able to keep the main thing, the main thing?  I know none of
you argue with anyone, ever, but IF you were to get in an argument, it would be the
equivalent of having a serious discussion let's say about how something that you
did made them feel, but then out of nowhere the conversation shifts to them telling
you that they don't like your clothes, you smell bad, and they hate your cat.  "What! 
 We weren't even talking about that.  How did we get here?"

Silly example, I know.  But how often do we miss the main purpose of our lives? 
 Jesus' life is fascinating for a number of reasons; of course the miracles, the
teachings, and obviously the fact that they sacrificed His life for the reconciliation
of our lives.  But think of this too.  Have we ever seen a life that was so fully,
unapologetically given to the purposes of God?  A life that was never distracted
from its intended design.  I don't think we have, and I think there's something about
that, which grips us.

Jesus has died, rose again, appeared to His disciples and others, and is about to
ascend back into heaven.  Think specifically of the disciples.  He has spent the last
three years of His life, teaching and instructing them, pouring everything of Him into
them, and He's about to go.  He leaves them with this statement: "Go into all the
world and make disciples...teaching them to obey all that I have commanded you."  I
don't think it's any stretch of the imagination to say that He was telling them to do
for others, what He had done for them.

Click here to read Matthew 28
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     What Scripture can I meditate on today?
     What did God speak to me today?
     How can I respond in obedience?
     How can I pray?

I'll ask again.  How easy is it for us to be distracted from the main purpose of our
lives?  I have to pay my bills.  I have to have relationships.  I want to have things.  I
have a family.  All these things aren't inherently bad, but they're not the main thing,
right?  I think we know that, but it's easy to fall into that trap isn't it?

I love this because Jesus says that all authority has been given to Him, and then at
the end says, "I am with you always."  The things that we're asked to do are things
that we have been given authority to do, and when we live our lives, totally aligned
with the purposes of God, you could say that it's a live that is fully alive.

Invite Jesus into your day today.  Ask Him to show you things that you can do, or
people that you can encourage, to bring His kingdom to earth.  And then do that
again tomorrow.  Let's do that in light of who He is in our lives, and what He has
done.  Imagine those disciples as Jesus would have left, after all the things that they
had seen Him do, and after what they had just seen Him endure.  They were willing
to do anything.  Let's live our lives in light of the life and death of Jesus Christ; this
account that Matthew so brilliantly told.


