
Key Verse – Matthew 27:50-54

I had to apologize to my son one day. I had been a bit grumpy with him and
snapped at him. I felt so bad. I think I had gone to bed late the night before so I was
just generally grouchy, and he hadn’t done anything to deserve it. I’ll never forget it. I
was putting him down for his nap and asked him if I had hurt his feelings and he got
this big sad frown on his face, and his eyes welled up with tears and he nodded his
head at me. It was like a knife to the heart, and I asked him if he would forgive me,
and he wrapped his little arms around my neck. We were reconciled.

Jesus is in the process of dying this horrific death. Honestly, it was ghastly. The
Romans had it, for lack of a better term, down to a science. They had mastered the
art of crucifixion; not in the way where they would end someone’s life quickly, but
rather drag the process out as long as possible, in order to make it as excruciatingly
painful as they could. They actually say there were some who wouldn’t endure the
scourging that Jesus had already experienced, let alone being crucified.  It was
terrible. And it was a spectacle. 

Jesus finally yields up His spirit. He dies, and in that moment Scripture tells us that
the temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom; the curtain that separated
people from the Most Holy Place. Understand that this wasn’t purely coincidental.
There are various interpretations of how wide, tall, and thick the curtain was,
depending on what you consider a cubit to be. In any case, it was wide, tall, and
thick, and torn from top to bottom, rather than bottom to top. This was to show us
that no man could have torn the temple curtain; that this was initiated by God
Himself.

Click here to read Matthew 27
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     What Scripture can I meditate on today?
     What did God speak to me today?
     How can I respond in obedience?
     How can I pray?

That tearing of the temple curtain represented the inauguration of a new covenant,
ushered in by the death of Jesus. The separation between God and man was no
more. We could approach His throne boldly. Ephesians teaches us that the dividing
wall of hostility has been broken down. 1 Corinthians teaches us that we have been
reconciled to God. Hebrews teaches us that we have a mediator between us and
God; Jesus Christ.

Think of that. Today, you can experience the presence of God. You don’t need
someone else to do it for you. You don’t need someone to tell you what God is
saying. You can hear His voice today. You can, as the Bible says, “Approach God’s
throne of grace with confidence, so that you may receive mercy and find grace to
help you in your time of need.” Seek Him today, because He can be found.




