
Key Verse - Matthew 25:21

I’m sure we’ve all experienced the frustration of being held back by fear. One
memorable time my friends talked me into a carnival ride that was a bit extreme for
my taste - The Gravitron. I was so determined to show I was up for it, but in the end
I had to ask to get off before the ride even started. I couldn’t shake the picture in
my head of me somehow falling off. Even though I’d watched the ride and
understood how it worked, I was too afraid of what I thought might happen to try it.
So my friends had fun and I felt silly for being held back by my fears. Sometimes life
is the same; we get so focused on our fears for the future that we can’t see
anything else.

In Jesus’ parable of the talents, we see two different responses to God’s gifts. The
first two servants immediately explore the possibilities of what they can do with
what they’ve been given; The third, however, chooses to do nothing. When asked
why, he says he was afraid. Fear; how often do we let it rob us of the possibilities
God has in store for us? We get so wrapped up in our own fears about the future
that we forget the choices we make now are building our future. If we are faithful
with what God’s already given us, He’ll continue to trust us with more. It’s so easy to
become paralyzed by fear and miss opportunities to learn, grow, and expand our
gifts. We can learn from the third servant that your attitude towards God will
change the way you live your life. Choose fear, and you’ll find yourself busy
desperately protecting what you already have. Choose faith, and you might be
surprised by the doors God opens for you.

Click here to read Matthew 25
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+25&version=ESV


     What Scripture can I meditate on today?
     What did God speak to me today?
     How can I respond in obedience?
     How can I pray?

Are you operating out of faith or fear? Ask God to reveal the gifts He’s given you -
your talents, time, resources - and start to look for ways to use them for His glory.
Don’t let yourself be held back by all the “I don’t know’s” and “what if’s.” Instead,
remember God’s faithfulness towards us: Psalm 117:2 says, “Great is his steadfast
love toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.”) He will be faithful
to use us, if we are willing, to build His kingdom. 




