
Key Verse - Matthew 20:20-21, 24-26

Question - have you ever met one of those people who just makes you feel like a
million bucks whenever you hang out with them? They pay attention to everything
you say, ask good questions, and encourage you and everything good you’re trying
to do. They’re kind of amazing - no, really amazing. Well, the truth is, that person is
sacrificing to make you feel that way. They are actively listening to you, focusing on
you, and aren’t worried about their own needs at that moment. That conversation is
in fact an act of servanthood.

Jesus is approached in this chapter by the mother of two of his disciples - James
and John - and asked if He can secure places by His right and His left for them. This
request might seem incredibly selfish to us, but it helps to know that Jesus had
already promised His disciples would sit on thrones next to him (Matthew 19:28),
and so this concerned mother was only asking for the best positions for her two
boys. Jesus gently rejects her, giving some reasons to her.

When the disciples find out, they are angry. They’ve all been listening to, working
with, and believing in Jesus. Why should these two be singled out? It seems unfair
to them. It goes against everything Jesus has stood for so far. So of course, Jesus
sits them down and tells them that not only will no one be placed above another for
the sake of position or status - but He also says that in order to be a leader, each of
them had to be a servant.

Click here to read Matthew 20
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+20&version=ESV


     What Scripture can I meditate on today?
     What did God speak to me today?
     How can I respond in obedience?
     How can I pray?

What a concept. In a modern society where we have to fight against every other
man and woman to be noticed or placed in high regard, this idea absolutely stands
out. We always see those with the most status or adoration as leaders, but Jesus
says the exact opposite - those who give up status to serve those around them are
the real leaders. When you think about it, it makes a lot of sense. After all, I can
guarantee you that your favorite boss wasn’t the one with the most status or
money. It was the one who listened to you, made time for you in the workplace, and
made sure you got time off when you needed it.

My exhortation to you today is simple. Are you being a servant leader in your daily
life? Don’t push the question aside with platitudes. Really ponder it. Are there
places in your life where you can give more to people? Jesus served us first in the
most loving and extreme way. We should strive to replicate that intensity of
servanthood in our own lives, today and every day going forward.




