
Key Verse - Matthew 16:2-4

Have you ever found yourself struggling to grasp something, or understand how
something works, only to find out after that it was relatively simple all along? It can
be so frustrating, and also a little embarrassing. Even worse, I find, is when someone
else seems to grasp the concept so completely and easily, and you somehow still
can’t. This is kind of the situation the Pharisees are in here, but they seem to be
convinced that because they don’t understand Jesus’ authority or Messianic
identity, it must not be true. Or, perhaps, Jesus’ explanation must be incomplete.

The Pharisees demanded a miraculous sign from Jesus back in Matthew 12, right
after the whole Beelzebub incident, to prove His authority, and He tells them that
only an evil and adulterous generation would demand a miracle, and that all He will
give them is the sign of Jonah. Look familiar? The passage above in Matthew 16 is
literally a word for word repetition in the original Greek of what He said in Matthew
12. He told them already that, like Jonah, He would spend three days and three
nights in the belly of the whale, or in Jesus’ case, in the “heart of the earth.” They
came to Jesus with a question, a challenge, and when He answered them, they
didn’t find His answer satisfactory, so they asked again later. Either they didn’t
understand, or didn’t want to understand. In a way, I don’t blame them for not
understanding. Jesus is basing His spiritual authority on a future event, illustrated
through a story from the past. Unfortunately for the Pharisees, it seems they never
understood, and allowed their ignorance and pride to lead them away from their
Saviour.

Click here to read Matthew 16
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     What Scripture can I meditate on today?
     What did God speak to me today?
     How can I respond in obedience?
     How can I pray?

In some ways, we can face a similar challenge. There are so many aspects of our
faith that are not easy to grasp. There are so many passages in the Bible that, at
first glance, look like some random story, or even a bunch of proper nouns that
probably meant something to the Israelites, but seem to hold no weight for a
Canadian in the twenty-first century. Our advantage over the Pharisees, however, is
that we can view the Bible through the lens of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.
While there is no shame in not understanding something right away, in this passage
Jesus is challenging the Pharisees that they invest effort in understanding things
like the weather, but not the Kingdom of God. Honestly, I find that personally
convicting. How often do I brush past something in the Bible, the living Word of
God, simply because its meaning is not immediately apparent to me? As a church,
let’s push ourselves. Let’s not be content with understanding the weather and not
the Word. Let’s be people who seek to know and grasp all the things God in His
wisdom scribed down for us, so that we might operate as effective citizens of the
Kingdom of God.




