
Key Verse - Matthew 13:23

Many of my childhood’s summer afternoons were filled with one of my most
dreaded chores: weeding. It felt so futile to me; no matter how long I spent digging
up weeds, they seemed to grow and multiply twice as fast as the vegetable plants
in my mom’s garden. I wished it was a “one and done” job, but if we didn’t weed the
garden every few days, everything we wanted to grow would be quickly
overwhelmed and die. They needed good, weed-free soil to grow. The long hours in
the sun and dirt were exhausting, but when we were finally able to taste our fresh
tomatoes and corn on the cob, it was all worth it.

In the parable of the sower, Jesus talks a lot about dirt. But there’s more to the
story than dirt; through this parable, He provides a commentary on the way people
have been reacting to Him in the chapters leading up to Matthew 13. We’ve seen
people responding to Jesus in many different ways: with acceptance and joy,
curiosity, or outright rejection and hostility. Because of the context, I tend to think
of this story as referring to why some people choose to follow Jesus and others
don’t, but I think there’s more we can learn from it. I think the state of our hearts or
“soil,” matters throughout our lives, in all the stages of our relationship with God.
You might have heard the saying: “The natural state of a garden is weeds.” We have
to work to maintain good soil in our hearts so we’re always ready to hear from God.
Just because our hearts were full of good soil to receive Jesus when we first
accepted Him as Lord and Savior doesn’t mean they’ll stay that way. 

Click here to read Matthew 13
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     What Scripture can I meditate on today?
     What did God speak to me today?
     How can I respond in obedience?
     How can I pray?

How can you gauge the current state of your heart? Let’s look at what Jesus says in
verse 23 - the one who hears the word and understands it “bears fruit.” Paul defines
the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” Do you
see this fruit in your life (it might be helpful to ask a close friend!), or have you
perhaps been distracted by, as Matthew 13:22 says, “the cares of the world and the
deceitfulness of riches?” 

Pray David’s prayer from Psalm 139: “Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me
and know my thoughts!” Ask God if there’s any spiritual “weeding” you need to do
to make your heart ready to receive His words, grow in maturity, and bear fruit.




