
Key Verse - Matthew 12:30-32

Jesus often gave the people around Him direction, advice, and healing, but when
necessary, He spoke harsh truths. Today’s devotional involves one of those.

Matthew 12 is a chapter where we see Jesus being followed by the Pharisees. As
Jesus heals people and teaches them, the Pharisees constantly criticize His every
move. At each turn, He challenges and corrects the things they say to discredit Him.
But the Pharisees accuse Jesus of healing people in the name of Beelzebub
(essentially another name for Satan) just before this verse. Jesus finally has enough,
and turns to instruct the Pharisees on their heresies. This is where we land, at Jesus
instructing the Pharisees and His followers on the Kingdom of God.

Jesus speaks very harshly of people who are “against” him in this chapter, and
specifically in this verse. But this verse is partially a response to heresy. The
Pharisees are actively seeking to discredit Jesus, seeing His motives as different
from theirs. They seek to disrupt His ministry, not because they have good reason
to disagree with Him, but simply because He is taking power away from them. This
is who Jesus is speaking about when he warns us that “Whoever is not with me is
against me.” He is not telling us that, as is popularly believed, anyone who does not
accept the Lord is against Him. He is saying that any teacher or preacher who does
not teach the gospel is actively working to discredit the real Gospel of Jesus.

In the modern world, this is so important. There are thousands of takes on the
beliefs we should hold as Christians. They are spread throughout books, social
media, and even the word of mouth of our fellow believers. Jesus is warning us that
there is false preaching in that mix, and that it actively works against the real
gospel.

Click here to read Matthew 12
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+12&version=ESV


     What Scripture can I meditate on today?
     What did God speak to me today?
     How can I respond in obedience?
     How can I pray?

So my urging to you today, brothers and sisters, is to watch what you are taking in.
Examine carefully the doctrine you read and listen to, and measure the voices of
the people you are listening to and give authority to in your faith life.




