
Key Verse - Matthew 9:10-13

When I was a kid, I hardly ever got picked for anything. Don’t worry, I’m not looking
for sympathy, or anyone to pick me now. It’s just the truth - I wasn’t very good at
sports and I was shy. I was overlooked often. 

But one day, my drama teacher singled me out and picked me for a little drama
exercise. I was both shocked and excited because I really loved drama. I helped
lead the exercise, and had a ton of fun. And on top of that, I earned a good grade
and some praise from that teacher! Because of that one little moment of being
“picked,” I felt like I was valued as a student in that class. I chose to do drama for
many years after that. I volunteered for every play, came early to help out with
setup, and even helped make props when I could.

Okay. Let’s zoom out of my highschool drama obsession for a second. In this
chapter of Matthew, he writes about his own moment of being ‘picked’. Earlier in
this chapter, Jesus sees Matthew collecting taxes in the market square in
Capernaum. Tax collectors, including Matthew, were hated by their own people.
They were seen as traitors because they collected taxes for the Romans. Jesus
asks Matthew to drop what he’s doing and follow Him as He preaches and teaches.
Matthew agrees, and invites Jesus to his house.

In the passage we see above, the Pharisees question Jesus’ choice of disciples.
They see these people as useless, their sins disqualifying them from being faithful
to God. Jesus responds forcefully, telling them that He is here to doctor these
people, to show them the way to a healthy relationship with God. He not only
chooses Matthew, but defends him to the religious leaders of the time.

Click here to read Matthew 9
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     What Scripture can I meditate on today?
     What did God speak to me today?
     How can I respond in obedience?
     How can I pray?

Matthew went on to become one of the most passionate apostles of Jesus. He
wrote the gospel we are currently studying, and spent the rest of his life spreading
the gospel to many different countries, never losing his passion for Jesus.

We might think Matthew is special, but just like my highschool drama teacher, God
has “picked” us. He has singled us out in our daily lives to be disciples of His Word.
He not only cares about us, but has trusted us with the most important task of our
lives; to demonstrate His love and mercy to everyone around us. So today, let’s ask
ourselves - are we living as if God has invested in our lives? Have we, like Matthew,
disqualified ourselves because we don’t fit the image of a “servant of God”? Can we
start (or continue) to live our lives with the confidence of knowing Jesus sees who
we are and has faith in what we can do?




