
Key Verse - Matthew 7:24-27 

I was golfing in Duncan with a friend a few years back. We got caught completely
unprepared in a torrential downpour in the middle of summer. I believe it was only
the fifth hole and within a minute I was soaked. We had to take shelter under a tree
for about twenty minutes to wait for it to pass. We did end up finishing our game,
and for what it’s worth, I won.

It’s crazy how storms can just sneak up on us in life isn’t it? And I’m not talking rain.
Loss of job. Death in the family. Critical illness. Financial crisis. Relationships on the
edge. 

Jesus is finishing up His “Sermon on the Mount” and he closes with this story; a
parable of sorts about building houses. Houses in that day were typically built in the
dry season. The thing about the dry season though was that you’d be able to dig
down and find hard clay fairly quickly and think that it was suitable enough to build
on. You’d have to put in extra effort to dig down deeper to find rock, and it would
have been more difficult given the density of the ground during the dry season.
Houses were pretty basic, so cosmetically it was unlikely that looking at two houses
side by side you’d be able to see a big difference. It wouldn’t be until the rainy
season, when that clay would get soft and the foundation would be compromised
that you’d be able to see who had really put the care and concern into building
properly. The results were catastrophic for those that didn’t.
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     What Scripture can I meditate on today?
     What did God speak to me today?
     How can I respond in obedience?
     How can I pray?

Jesus, of course is likening this to hearing His words and putting them into practice.
The thing is that both people heard Jesus’ words. They had very different
approaches to response. Storms came to both houses, but they didn’t weather the
storms the same way. If you’re on a sinking ship, it’s probably too late to bail water
out of it with a pail of water, hey? Probably should have made sure the boat was
prepared to go on the water.

I think we know storms are going to come, but of course it’s difficult to prepare for
storms. And as much as we do prepare, it does tend to take a toll on our emotions,
no matter how grounded we are in Christ. There’s disappointment. There’s
frustration. There’s doubt that can creep in. We prepare for storms by being
obedient to Christ; by putting into practice the things we read in Scripture and the
things that He says to us. Even though storms are unexpected, maybe the best
thing we can do is decide beforehand how we’re going to respond.

Proverbs 18 tells us that the name of the Lord is a strong tower, or shelter, that we
can run to and be safe. I’m grateful that the reality for us as believers in Jesus is
that we experience storms differently than those who don’t. Had I stayed out on
the golf course in the middle of the pouring rain, it would have been a much
different experience for me than being underneath a tree for most of it.

What is it today that you need to do to prepare? Is it simply to obey what Jesus
says? Is it to dig deeper? Is it to just understand that storms happen in life? Take
time today to not only consider, but to do what is necessary to make sure that
you’ll stand firm when storms come. Thank God that we can!




