
Key Verse - Matthew 4:3-4

You never really know when trouble will come to your door. Life, and faith are like
that. Misfortune, difficulty and hardship seem to pop up when we least expect it.
This is something we see in Jesus’ life as well, illustrating again His humanness.
Where Matthew 3 ended off with Jesus being publicly recognized and honoured by
both God and John the Baptist, the narrative in the following chapter takes a sharp,
seemingly out of place turn. Jesus all of a sudden is in the wilderness being
tempted by Satan, all while fasting. Interestingly, Matthew tells us that Jesus was
led to this place of testing by the Spirit. That’s Spirit with a capital “s”. Sometimes
God places us in situations that are difficult or confusing, not because He is cruel
and malicious and wants to watch us suffer, but because, in His wisdom, He knows
that growth rarely comes without pressure. 

What’s always been the most interesting thing to me about the story of Jesus being
tempted is the fact that Satan uses Scripture to tempt Jesus. He twists words of
truth to attempt to deceive the Son of God. He comes to Jesus in a moment of
physical weakness and discomfort, in the hopes that he can find a crack in the
armour of this freshly identified heir of Heaven. Jesus, being full of the Spirit, is able
to face this temptation head on and overcome it. After the three recorded
exchanges between Jesus and His enemy, He commands the devil to leave Him
alone, and He is tended to by some angels. 
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     What Scripture can I meditate on today?
     What did God speak to me today?
     How can I respond in obedience?
     How can I pray?

I’ll pull three quick thoughts for us out of this passage. The first being that Satan
uses the same tactics with us that he tried on Jesus. He comes to us with truths,
facts, and attempts to twist them, form them to bring us pain, doubt and fear. He
reminds us of our weakness, the frailty of our humanity, our sin and our shame, all in
the hopes that we will focus on what his voice is saying rather than the voice of the
Creator. Which leads into the second thought. Jesus combats these twisted truths
with the Word of God. In the face of the counterfeit, He points back to the real, to
the authentic. We should endeavour to respond in a similar manner, with the truths
found in our Bibles. For us to do this in moments of sudden difficulty or hardship,
we must be prepared beforehand with the knowledge of the Word to fend off the
assault of the enemy. Thirdly, we see that Jesus was in control all along. Satan was
only allowed to stay and spout his heresy and half-truth only by the Son’s consent.
As soon as Jesus commanded him to leave, he left. 

Sometimes it’s easy for us to forget God’s sovereignty in the face of testing and
temptation. We allow our innermost thoughts to be polluted by the taunts and jeers
of our eternal enemy. We may find ourselves seemingly unequipped to deal with
the difficulty we face. This story is a reminder and an encouragement that though
the deceptions of the evil one may appear to be God’s own truth upon first glance,
we must remind ourselves of what the Scriptures say about God and His people,
and that even in the most murky night, the King is still on the throne.




