
Key Verse - Matthew 1:1

What kind of authority does Jesus have in my life? It seems like a fairly
straightforward question for us to answer, but what about for a first century
Christian? Imagine word circulating that the son of a carpenter may be the Messiah.
You’d expect Him to be less…ordinary.

Different gospels were written to different audiences. You could say that John was
for everyone. Luke was written to the Greeks, who placed a high value on knowledge
and philosophy. Mark was written to the Romans. Matthew was written to the
Jewish people. It has been said many times that the Jewish people were waiting on
a political hero to rescue them from their Roman oppressors. And they were. They
wanted liberation. They thought it would be obvious to them when He came. We’ll
know Him when we see Him. 

To us it might seem strange to start off this gospel, this account of Jesus’ life, with a
genealogy. But Matthew, knowing his target audience, knew that it was important
for his readers to be able to trace their Messiah back to both Abraham and David.
They wanted to know exactly where it was that He came from. After all, if his lineage
couldn’t be traced back, he could be immediately ruled out, and the fuss about this
son of a carpenter could be put to bed.

Matthew hits them straightaway with this reality that this guy, in terms of his
lineage, is legit, and then tells the story of Jesus’ life. Teaching, miracles, authority,
death, resurrection; things that had either never been done before, or things that
hadn’t been done like this before. Remember, it was the Jewish people who had
demanded to have Christ crucified, and now Matthew is writing this letter to really
bring them to this point: What do I do with Jesus Christ? They had expected this
political hero. They were more interested in having a king like David, who would rally
the nation and go to war on Israel’s behalf, rather than the Son of David. 
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 What Scripture can I meditate on today?
 What did God speak to me today?
 How can I respond in obedience?
 How can I pray?

What do we do when expectation doesn’t match reality? Do we accept Him? The
question still exists for us today too, doesn’t it? What will I do with Jesus Christ?” Is
He just a good man who helped people? Was He just a great teacher and public
speaker? Was he just great at rallying people? Did He just have everyone fooled?

I think the answer is easy for most of us. Of course He was the Messiah. If He is
though, will I accept Him as not only Saviour, but Lord? Will I trust that when He
puts His finger on certain areas of my life that He has my best interest in mind? Can
I surrender to Him? Can I give up control of my life? Can I accept that perhaps, like
Him, sometimes the things I need in my life might come in a way I’m not expecting?
Take time today to surrender your heart to the Lord and commit your ways to Him
in a fresh way.




