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Welcome back…

Celebrations of what 
we do at StartBright 

As always, we have been working hard this year to 
ensure we are delivering high quality early 
childhood education and school aged care to our 
children and families. As such we have selected a 
few little insights of the work that we do in 
partnership with the children to promote trusting 
and nurturing relationships, suitable and engaging 
environments, the enhancement of creativity skills 
and of course supporting our educators to engage in 
on going professional development to ensure we 
are delivering the best quality care and education to 
all children. 

Welcome back to our newsletter celebrating all 
that we do at StartBright ELC. As some of you may 
know we have recently acquired two new centres 
located in Lucan and Tallaght so we would firstly 
like to welcome them to the StartBright team. 
StartBright Brookview and StartBright Saint Finian's 
were originally part of CHI but became part of the 
StartBright family in September this year. This will 
be the first newsletter including them and the 
wonderful work they do in their centres too! 

Piece shared by StartBright Bawnogue:
The children were very interested in the snow 
outside in the garden. We brought a tray of 
snow into the classroom to explore and touch.
We decided to create our own winter 
wonderland space for the children to read 
stories, sing songs and interact with their peers 
and teachers at the circle time.
We did this by hanging up lights and tinsel and 
adding cushions to the area. The children have 
enjoyed our new environment in the room and 
we hope to further extend the area by adding 
winter animals such as penguins and polar bears 
as the children continue to show an interest in 
learning about the snow and winter.

Piece shared By StartBright Balgaddy:
StartBright Balgaddy have recently had an early 
year’s education inspection in their service. The 
inspector spent the full morning session in the 
service observing in both early years room. The 
inspector was observing the following areas:

Quality of context to support children learning 
and development
Quality of process to support children learning 
and development
Quality of children’s learning experiences and 
achievements
Quality of management and leadership for 
learning.

The quality levels received in the report were 3 
very goods and one excellent. This is a true 
reflection on the hard work and dedication put in 
by all the educators in the service and is greatly 
deserved.
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Goodnight Egg

Piece shared by StartBright Brookview: 

At Start Bright Brookview, we have been 
anticipating a room change for some time and as 
14th November approached we were really looking 
forward to our transformation. The room as it was 
served a purpose, it had many issues and had the 
potential to be much more. Once such issue was the 
noise level, it was intense.  

So as the setting would become a more inviting 
environment, one that would encourage and 
support children to discover and to take advantage 
of opportunities for play, choice, autonomy & 
exploration we needed a new layout completely.  
Planning for the possibility of two playrooms started 
and was in preparation for some time before finally 
in November 2022, work began and we became an 
early education service sporting 2 new playrooms 
and a wellie room!  

The development of enriching environments was 
central to what we had hoped for the building work. 
Staff worked alongside our Quality Mentor Mary, 
organising rooms, planning for materials & 
equipment, ensuring layouts were safe, accessible, 
and of course adaptable, as we needed to be in a 
position to change things around to suit the needs 
of the children once they returned to the setting. 

We realise that we still need time to adequately 
equip the rooms which will offer a variety of 
challenging and stimulating experiences, but for 
now the children are happy with their new spaces, 
staff are happy as the children are really engaging 
in quality peer play, with less noise pollution and the 
parents are also happy. 

We celebrated our reopening with a parent 
morning, inviting them in for a viewing and some 
breakfast and it was good to hear all the positive 
feedback from them. We’re so excited to see how 
our new environment benefit the children further in 
the future.



NEWSLETTER VOLUME 5

Pieces shared by StartBright Saint Finian’s:
Since we began our transition into becoming a StartBright centre we have gone through many changes. 
Through determination, teamwork and willingness to learn and develop professionally we have successfully 
implemented changes. While we continue to strive for greatness, we will reflect to ensure the best quality 
care for the children. The children in Room 1 seem to enjoy our environmental adjustments- responding 
positively and utilizing resources and spaces in meaningful ways. We have noticed the need for free flow 
access to the outdoors in our room and look forward to our new back door.
In room 2 in St. Finians we have undergone lots of changes in the environment. Staff wanted to create a 
more relaxed atmosphere for the children. We scaled back the amount of toys and furniture in the room, 
added soft lighting and brought everything down to the children's level. Since the changes we have noticed 
the children are better engaging with the environment, they are displaying more imaginative and creative 
play. There has been a positive impact of the social interactions in the room between the children and also
between children and staff leading to a stronger sense of community.

Piece shared from StartBright Deansrath and St. Ronan’s 
Sincere congratulations to all the staff in Startbright Deansrath and St. Ronan’s who have successfully
participated in the Healthy Ireland Smart Start Programme under the careful supervision of our very
supportive Educational Leader Tina Courtney. This pre-school Health Promotion training programme is the
result of over a decade of collaborative working led by the HSE Department of Health Promotion and
Improvement in partnership with National Childhood Network, to ensure children in the pre-school settings
are supported to adopt healthy lifestyle behaviours in early childhood. As a result of this training we have
been officially validated as a Healthy Ireland Early Learning & Care Service and have received some
wonderful feedback from National Childhood Network. An example of feedback we received “your
submission was excellent, it is such a wonderful service and I feel the way you plan your emigrant
curriculum is particularly outstanding”.
Thank you to everyone for actively promoting young children’s health and wellbeing in our Startbright
services.
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Piece shared by StartBright Greenhills: 

With lots to celebrate over the year our School 
Aged Childcare Christmas fair really summed how 
amazing our year in StartBright Greenhills has 
been. The children caught the Christmas excitement 
early with putting up our Christmas tree and from 
there the idea began. Facilitated by our educators, 
the children began creating and making lots of 
Christmas crafts, so much so that they decided to 
host a Christmas Fair. Here they created Christmas 
plates, cups, snowmen, snow globes, tea lights and 
a host of other Christmas themed items. They also 
baked gingerbread people and had mince pies for 
all visitors. They hosted a raffle with all donations 
going to Jigsaw to make sure that every young 
person’s mental health is valued and supported.

Throughout the afternoon parents visited the fair 
and got to celebrate each of their child’s 
achievements. It was such a wonderful start to 
Christmas period with a real sense of belonging, 
inclusion and identity. It was wonderful to see how 
proud each and every child was of their work and 
showcasing to all the parents to see and enjoy. It 
really showed the strengths of each child and also
their learning while at StartBright Greenhills.  

“Our task is to help children 
communicate with their world using all 

their potential, strengths and 
languages and to overcome any 

obstacle presented by our culture”
Loris Malaguzzi 

From all of us at StartBright we wish you a very
Merry Christmas and a healthy and prosperous
New Year. From our home to yours we hope that
you enjoy the festive season however you celebrate
and we look forward to seeing you all in 2023.


