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LWDB MEETING
January 21, 2021
The Local Workforce Development Board met on June 3, 2021, at 11:00 am at Murphy’s Seafood Restaurant, Hammond, LA.
WELCOME
Vice-Chairperson Ronald LeBlanc welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

Mrs. Ferrara gave roll call.  Upon taking roll call, a quorum was reached.    

MEMBERS PRESENT
Errick Baldwin, Sadie Mannino Bennett, Torri Buckles, Jason Dedon, Mike DiVincenti, Lisa Dugas, Anthony Howell, Craig Kaiser, Ronald LeBlanc, Lucinda Liuzza, Ronnie Rosser, Michael Thornhill, and William Wainwright.

MEMBERS ABSENT
Joseph Ardoin, Alona Chatlain, Jay Collura, Jo Hano, Ismary McLemore, Russchelle Overhultz and Megan Warde.
GUEST:  None.
WIOA STAFF:   Tina Roper, Charlotte Ferrara, Bryan Moore
PUBLIC INPUT:  None
MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 21, 2021, BOARD MEETING
A motion was made by Mr. Dedon, Mr. Wainwright seconded by Mrs. Buckles, to approve the January 21, 2021, minutes as presented. Votes were as follows:
Yeah:
Errick Baldwin, Sadie Mannino Bennett, Torri Buckles, Jason Dedon, Mike DiVincenti, Lisa Dugas, Anthony Howell, Craig Kaiser, Ronald LeBlanc, Lucinda Liuzza, Ronnie Rosser, Michael Thornhill, and William Wainwright.
Nays:   None
Absent: Joseph Ardoin, Alona Chatlain, Jay Collura, Jo Hano, Ismary McLemore, Russchelle Overhultz and Megan Warde.
Abstained: None
REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION
Geaux Jobs-LWDA 20 Individual Training Account Policy:
Ms. Roper reviewed/discussed the Geaux Jobs - LWDA 20 Individual Training Account Policy.  She explained that a statement at the bottom Addendum to Attachment 1(a) – ITA Training Accounts Policy (page 8) was needed to read, “The addendum modification to Attachment 1(a) of the ITA Training Account Policy will rescind on June 30, 2022, and the original approved Attachment 1(a) will be effective.”   Ms. Roper asked the Board’s consideration/approval this added statement
A motion was made by Mr. Baldwin, seconded by Mrs. Liuzza, to approve the added statement as presented. Votes were as follows:

Yeah:
Errick Baldwin, Sadie Mannino Bennett, Torri Buckles, Jason Dedon, Mike DiVincenti, Lisa Dugas, Anthony Howell, Craig Kaiser, Ronald LeBlanc, Lucinda Liuzza, Ronnie Rosser, Michael Thornhill, and William Wainwright.

Nays:   None
Absent: Joseph Ardoin, Alona Chatlain, Jay Collura, Jo Hano, Ismary McLemore, Russchelle Overhultz and Megan Warde.

Abstained: None
Geaux Jobs – LWDA 20 By-Laws:
Ms. Roper stated that Board requested that the By-Laws be reviewed for necessary changes.  A committee was formed with the following members:  Sadie Bennett-Chair, Glenda Shaheen, Errick Baldwin and Megan Warde.  This committee reviewed the By-laws and recommended changes and additions to the document.  Mrs. Bennett presented these recommendations of changes/additions to the board.

· Various rewording throughout document for clarification of points.

· Article V “Meeting” was divided into subsections, V.1.Regular Meetings and V.2 Special Meetings (new addition) and V.3 Public Comments.  Specific conditions for virtual meeting meetings were added into V.1 and V.2 sections

· Article VII “Officers/Staff” – The position of Secretary was added to the Board Officers, and specific duties for the position were listed.

· Article VIII “Committees/Standing Committees” – Executive Committee was added to By-Laws.

· Signatory Names updated and applied

A motion was made by Mr. Dedon, seconded by Mr. Anthony to approved the above listed recommendations of the By-Laws Committee.   Votes were as follows:
Yeah:
Errick Baldwin, Sadie Mannino Bennett, Torri Buckles, Jason Dedon, Mike DiVincenti, Lisa Dugas, Anthony Howell, Craig Kaiser, Ronald LeBlanc, Lucinda Liuzza, Ronnie Rosser, Michael Thornhill, and William Wainwright.

Nays:   None
Absent: Joseph Ardoin, Alona Chatlain, Jay Collura, Jo Hano, Ismary McLemore, Russchelle Overhultz and Megan Warde.

Abstained: None
DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Financial:

Ms. Roper presented the Director’s Report as follows:

· Budget

Ms. Roper explained Geaux Jobs budget sheets and reported Workforce budgets were cut as a whole

· National Emergency Grant COVID Grant  
Ms. Roper stated the following:
· A 3rd party employer was secured as the employer of record.
· Enrollment as begun in the school systems and will begin working with local government entities within LWDA 20.
· Performance 
· Negotiation under way in the middle of this COVID challenging.  Met on Adult, Dislocated Worker and dealing with State regarding RESEA enrollment into WIOA.  Asking for waver to enroll in-school youth through the ITA process.
· Local/Regional Plan
· Plan submitted was returned with a few issues.  Ms. Roper said that modifications were being made and plan would go out for advertising for public comments.  Updates would be given at next meeting.

· State Monitoring Report
· Monitoring report has been out.  All issues have been resolved and they were approved.
· Youth Standing Committee

· A standing committee was added to the By-Laws that would consist of a group of board members along with local individuals to work with youth and youth issues.  This committee must be chair by a board member in which Mr. Craig Kaiser agreed to chair.  More information as to membership would be forthcoming.
· Proxies/Virtual Meetings

· Ms. Roper stated that issues about allowing proxies to meetings and having the ability to hold virtual meetings are issues that need to be addressed to the State WIC Board.  She further stated that it would be more effectively to have Board Chairs throughout the state meet and address these issues with the State WIC Board verses the local directors.  Ms. Roper said that the local directors throughout the state would be speaking with their board chairs about these issues.
· Nominating Committee for 2021-2022

· Ms. Roper stated that due to the pandemic, nominations of officers have been delayed.  Mr. LeBlanc asked for volunteer to be on the nomination committee.  Mr. Wainwright, Mr. Dedon and Mr. LeBlanc will serve as members with Mr. Wainwright chairing.   The position of Secretary would be added as a position.
A motion was made by Mr. DiVincenti, seconded by Mr. Baldwin, to approve the Directors report. Votes were as follows:

Yeah:
Errick Baldwin, Sadie Mannino Bennett, Torri Buckles, Jason Dedon, Mike DiVincenti, Lisa Dugas, Anthony Howell, Craig Kaiser, Ronald LeBlanc, Lucinda Liuzza, Ronnie Rosser, Michael Thornhill, and William Wainwright.

Nays:   None
Absent: Joseph Ardoin, Alona Chatlain, Jay Collura, Jo Hano, Ismary McLemore, Russchelle Overhultz and Megan Warde.

Abstained: None
ONE-STOP OPERATOR REPORT

· Office Re-opening
· Mr. Moore stated COVID Safety protocols were implemented to secure and support adequate safety measures for both Geaux Jobs staff members as well as customers entering the centers of Iberville, Tangipahoa, and Livingston parishes during the high volume covid pandemic period to receive aid.  Centers that were not open to the public, staff worked behind closed doors aiding individuals through virtual and telephone contacts to assure individuals’ needs were met and not delayed.  
· Office re-openings began in May, with a Comprehensive COVID Health and Safety Policy in place.  All Site Supervisors and Center staff were briefed on the Comprehensive COVID Health and Safety Policy and updated on safety protocols as well as safe distancing procedures to ensure the continuation of safety measures to all staff and customers.  Customer areas were arranged to assure all safety protocols were met.
· Mr. Moore stated that an office center was being consider in the parish of  
BOARD INPUT/DISCUSSION

None

CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS
Vice-Chairperson expressed how pleasant meeting in person was and was this was historical times with virtual schooling and meetings due to the pandemic.  He thanked members for their attendance and appreciated the members giving of their time to serve on the board.
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Mr. Kaiser, seconded by Mrs. Bennett to adjourn.  Votes were as follows:

Yeah:
Errick Baldwin, Sadie Mannino Bennett, Torri Buckles, Jason Dedon, Mike DiVincenti, Lisa Dugas, Anthony Howell, Craig Kaiser, Ronald LeBlanc, Lucinda Liuzza, Ronnie Rosser, Michael Thornhill, and William Wainwright.

Nays:   None
Absent: Joseph Ardoin, Alona Chatlain, Jay Collura, Jo Hano, Ismary McLemore, Russchelle Overhultz and Megan Warde.

Abstained: None
APPROVED:

_______________________________________

RONALD LEBLANC, VICE-CHAIRPERSON
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