
EXPANDING YOUR FESTIVAL’S IMPACTS – PART III – TIME 

A successful public celebration of science—like a festival—is a condensed form of elevated 

education and entertainment over a small window of time. There’s heightened energy that 

borders on overstimulation for the attendees, so much so, they come away feeling excited, 

inspired, and hopefully, a little bit tired from such an amazing experience. 

Once a festival ends, there are plenty of things to do: debriefing, reporting, stewardship, 

evaluation, acknowledging partners, etc. Oftentimes, organizers are asked to do more beyond 

the dates of their celebration. These requests can include non-festival event promotion, partner 

collaborations, guest appearances, outreach activities and consultations—all of which means 

there are opportunities that organizers can consider capitalizing on in different ways. 

One way is through the development and curation of a year-round science calendar (YSC) and 

event guide for your greater community. An effective YSC is very similar to your Festival 

calendar but serves to make the public aware of all the STEM-centric events happening in your 

region over the course of entire year.  

A year-round calendar could serve as a 

compliment to your festival and is an organic 

way to continue fulfill aspects of mission while 

fostering collaborations beyond your host 

institution’s usual partnerships. 

The following resource is a compilation of information about year-round science calendaring 

that includes input and expertise from science event organizers from around the country, along 

with input from science café organizers, and a web design company.  

Topics:  

WHY DEVELOP A YEAR-ROUND CALENDAR 

TIPS FROM A WEB EXPERT 

MUST HAVES & NICE TO HAVES 

EXAMPLES OF YEAR ROUND CALENDARS  

 BAY AREA SCIENCE CALENDAR 

 SCIENCE PUB RVA 

 NC STEM CENTER 

 THE CONNECTORY 

 

We do anticipate adding new resources to this toolkit as new calendars and new applications 

come online. 

 

We’d like to acknowledge the contributions of the teams at the Atlanta Science Festival, Bay 

Area Science Festival, Cambridge Science Festival, NC STEM, NC Science Festival, Rivers Agency, 

San Diego Science Festival and SciencePUB-RVA. 


