
  TAKING STOCK AND STOCKING UP 

On Chicago’s South Side, 

Matthew House serves 

those who are homeless 

or housing insecure.  

We provide 

• A daytime services cen-

ter where our guests can 

get free breakfasts and 

lunches and have ac-

cess to showers 

• Case Management 

• Placement in permanent 

supportive housing 
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Fall is harvest time.  A  time to stock up and look over what’s been gathered. This 

prompts a review of what we  have on hand to meet the needs of hundreds of 

homeless clients and take stock of our financial  support. And it gives us a chance 

to  assess the progress  our clients have made to overcome their long-term home-

By the Numbers                                               1/1/21 to 10/31/21 

 

Matthew House 

 

• Our daytime drop-in center served 17,888 free meals. 

 

• Care was provided for 1,399 homeless/housing insecure persons—-an 

increase of more than 60% for the same period last year.  

 

• We continue to manage 73 units of supportive housing and provide af-

tercare to clients in the scattered-site apartments. 

 

Our Clients 

 

• 388  worked with a case manager. 

 

• 16 secured full-time employment. 

 

• 249 were placed in overnight shelters. 

 

• 23 individuals/families were put up in a motel  during frigid weather.         

        

• 8 families were placed in emergency housing. 

 

• 67 individuals/families moved into supportive permanent housing. 

 

• 98% of those housed remained successfully housed after 10 months. 

 

• In a new collaboration, Matthew House is directly working with the Chi-

cago Housing Authority Section 8 program for  clients living in our sup-

portive housing units. Those no longer in need of supportive services 

can receive Section 8 vouchers which will allow them to live independ-

ently in the housing they select. 

 

 

 



                From The Founding CEO 
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Dear Friends of Matthew House: 

 

Last year and this year, Matthew House had to contend with the constraints and  challenges posed by the COVID-19 virus.  In addi-

tion to observing safety precautions, such as having all staff and clients wear masks at our center. We hired two former clients to 

regularly sanitize our facilities. We also  provided on-site virus vaccinations for clients and staff. We plan to install an additional 

bathroom to better serve our clients. Last year we had to cut back the number of clients coming in at one time for breakfasts and 

lunches.  This year those limits have been lifted, and we are serving vastly increased numbers of homeless individuals and fami-

lies, as detailed on the previous page. What is also new this year is that, due to the effects of the pandemic on jobs, we are seeing 

many more individuals who find themselves suddenly homeless. And we are serving many more homeless/housing insecure fami-

lies. 

 

Beyond the Numbers 

On the previous page, we  detail what hundreds of our clients accomplished by working with our case managers to deal with barri-

ers to independent living.  Behind each number is someone among us struggling to become safely and adequately housed——

someone’s parent, child, relative. Overcoming obstacles to independent living can take considerable time.  In the following article 

a  client details a 13-year struggle to get off the streets.  He credits Matthew House for never giving up on him. But that’s what  we 

do for ALL clients.  We are dedicated to providing a wide range of supportive services to help homeless persons meet their many 

needs for as long as it takes. 

 

With your support,  we can continue to adequately meet our guests’ basic needs (food, clothing, daytime shelter) as well as help 

them deal with medical issues and other serious needs, find employment, and move to interim and permanent housing. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Sanja Rickette Stinson 

Executive Director 

       

In the words of the late great Martin Luther King, Jr. “There comes a time when silence is betrayal.” “The time has come for an all-

out world war against poverty. The rich nations must use their vast resources of wealth to develop the underdeveloped, school the 

unschooled, and feed the unfed. Ultimately a great nation is a compassionate nation.” From my childhood, I have been passionate 

about two things, the elderly and the less fortunate. My experience as president of this Board of Directors has been most fulfilling. 

I’ve had the pleasure of working with some delightful people and one of the most incredible organizations in the city of Chicago that 

caters to the homeless and marginalized individuals. Matthew House Chicago would not be what it has grown into without our CEO, 

staff, and donors, who are second to none.   

 

By the time you are reading this letter, Thanksgiving will be over, and Christmas  will be upon us. So, where has the year gone?  The 

year has been very productive, and we have accomplished a lot working together. Over the past year, we have completed many 

renovations to the building while remaining operational during the pandemic  with no outbreak of Covid-19. More importantly, to 

keep our donors and the community informed, we have instituted the distribution of this quarterly newsletter as well as upgraded 

our website to be more user-friendly. Moving forward in the months ahead, we are planning several fundraising events: i.e., a Bowl-

ing outing, White Sox Night, Double-Good Popcorn, and our 2nd Trivia Night. These funds will assist with the day-to-day cost of opera-

tions. Please continue to support us as you have in the past and remember to “like” us on Facebook and visit our new website.                                                                                                                                

 

The MHC Board of Directors wants to thank you for all your support; it makes our jobs easier. We  want  to   

wish all of you A Merry Christmas and a Happy Hanukkah, as well as a Happy, Healthy, and Prosperous 

New Year.                                  

 

 From our family to yours.        

            

 “In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends.”  MLK  

  
 Rev. Irma Spencer, M.Div.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

  

       

From Our Board President 
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 to take a shower or get a decent meal. When I came to Mat-

thew House all of that changed. There are clean showers, 

towels, soap and hot water. The two meals daily are freshly 

prepared and the holidays are the bomb with full course 

meals and a feeling of family. Everyone is saying good morn-

ing, including the CEO, every morning.   

 

Lawrence, you’re crying.  Why? 

Because every time I think about what I’ve been through, I 

am supposed to be dead. If it wasn’t for Matthew House that 

gave me the courage to LIVE again. II had given up on life, 

didn’t care anymore. Because I believed no one cared about 

me.  

 
You are no longer homeless. How does that feel?                                                                              
I’ve stopped drinking and drugging, and  am connected  with  

my family and so much more.  Today, I am no longer home-

less and first thankful to God, then Matthew House and the 

entire staff. I’m looking for a new unit through Section 8 and 

the organization is assisting me with that. Also they are look-

ing at resources to get me furniture. 

              Q & A  with a Newly Housed Client 

At the age of 40 Lawrence became homeless.  In this inter-

view with Associate Director Sherri Allen Reeves, he details 

his very long   journey  to get off the streets permanently. 

 

Did you ever believe that you would become homeless? 

No  

 

How did you view homelessness before experiencing it?  

I didn’t understand it. I did ask others why they were home-

less and I received various answers.  

 

What was the experience like of becoming homeless at the 

age of 40?  

Being older, the case was different.  As if you were not sup-

posed to be there.  

 

Did you feel you were treated differently?    

Yes 

 

Where did you sleep the first night of becoming homeless?                                                                           

In Douglas Park, on a bench. 

 

Were you afraid? 

Yes, afraid and I was devastated. 

   

What else did you feel?  

Hurt, abandoned, let down by my family.  I let myself down 

and that there was no end.  Also, that I might die on the 

streets. 

 

How long were you homeless?  

13 years.  Some of it was me, drinking, drugging and every-

thing else that resulted in me becoming homeless also.   

 

How did you end up at Matthew House? 

A friend told me about it.  That I could get help, an ID, other 

services and that I could get housing. 

 

How did you get to Matthew House?                                                  

I walked and walked because I had no money. 

Where else did you stay? 

At an overnight shelter, but I left because it wasn’t clean, the 

staff didn’t treat me right and looked at me like I was trash.  

When I came to Matthew House the staff was totally different, 

all of them.  

 

What changed your mind?  

I met the staff and Associate Director Sherri Allen Reeves. She 

gave you hope. The other staff also was friendly. I found it 

hard to believe that this place truly cares and wanted to help. 

 

How important were the services you received from Matthew 

House? 

I truly don’t believe I would be alive today. This place was my 

final option. Being diagnosed with colon cancer, living any-

where I could,  not eating or even having anywhere  to take a 

shower or get a decent meal. When I came to Matthew   all of 

Angelica’s Story 

Angelica, 31, is a single parent with one child, age xx. When 

she came to Matthew House in xxxxx, she was, in her own 

words, “a broken adult, homeless, with no food or shelter” 

for her family. 

 

She worked with two case managers and our associate di-

rector and thanks them with helping her overcome many 

obstacles and take back control of her life.  After xxx years, 

she and her son moved into her first apartment in her own 

name.  She has been successfully housed for xxxx years  
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Sitting in A Different Chair: Donald’s Story 
 

I came to Matthew House about 16 years ago. I was a veteran of 

the U.S. Army, an alcoholic and homeless, lost and hopeless.  It is 

now 16 years later, and my story continues. I am no longer home-

less, no longer an alcoholic and  have been employed at Matthew 

House for more than 13 years. I have grown over time, been able to 

go to training and so much more. It frightens me to think of where I 

might have been had someone on the street not told me about 

Matthew House.  

 

Why am I telling this story? First, I know that due to my bad deci-

sions I was between life or death. I knew I wasn’t ready to die, so I 

chose LIFE. Today, I sit in a Different Chair with a humble heart and 

an appreciation for life. I share this story willingly and often so eve-

ryone that comes through the doors of Matthew House knows that 

there is hope.  

 

I want to thank Matthew House Chicago for trusting me enough to 

employ me for over 13 years--- helping me with my PTSD, ensuring I 

get help with my drug addiction and mostly for providing a way of 

escape. It is places like Matthew House that gave me faith and 

hope. I am married now for 5 years, working a great job and able to 

be giving back. I so remember when I sat in those chairs at the drop

-in center, and now I am grateful that I am to sit in a Different Chair 

and can make a difference.  

 

 

How  We Are Helped 

1/2/21 to 10/31/21   Grants and Financial Support,             

$1,000 or more 

 

Foundations and Non-Profit Agencies 

Chicago Coalition for the Homeless 

The Chicago Community Trust 

Greater Chicago Food Depository 

Dominican Sisters of Springfield, Illinois, Poverty, Justice and 

Peace Fund 

George Eisenberg Foundation For Charities 

Michael Reese Foundation 

A. Montgomery Ward Foundation 

Pierce Family Foundation 

Roquan Smith Charity 

Sherman Foundation 

W.B. & H,P. White Foundation 

 

Government Support 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

Illinois Department of Human Services (Supportive Housing) 

Illinois Department of Human Services (SNAP) 

City of Chicago “CARES” 

City of Chicago Dept. of Family and Support Services 

 

Corporate Support 

Dell Technologies 

RX Abuse Leadership Initiative 

Schwab Charitable 

Sherman Dodge Partners with Chicago Football 

 

Churches 

Old St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

St. John Baptist Church, Mission and Benevolent Fund 

Willow Creek Community Church 

 

Individuals  $500 or more 

Robert and Sheila Bator 

Zlata Bosnijak 

Matthew D. Martin 

Minnie S. Martin 

Jessie McDaniels 

Deanna Rucker Sanders 

Waymon Starks  

(We have many more individual contributors but lack the space to 

list them here.) 

 

Volunteers 

Many individuals and groups provide  in-kind donations of food, 

clothing, and supplies. They also come on-site to offer their help.  

These include doctors and mental health counselors. 

 

Board of Directors 

In addition to their financial support, our board members volun-

teer their time to govern our agency as well as plan and manage 

fundraising events, as noted on page 2  

 of this newsletter. 

 

Partnerships 

MH has arrangements with many agencies to provide additional 

services for our clients.  For example, Heartland Alliance provided 

Case Manager Sedgwick Berryhill 

working with a client 

Sample Move-In Kit given to  clients moving into                 

permanent housing.  Average cost: $1,200 
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One of the Trivia Teams 

 

On October 16, Matthew House hosted its first-ever Trivia Night. This special event at  St. Rita High School in Chicago featur-

ing a buffet dinner, a DJ, trivia games, a cash raffle,  and a silent auction raised $6,500 to support our agency’s work. 

FALL FUNDRAISER 

Special thanks to 

• Event Sponsors  Zlata Bosnijak  and  Chatham Grove Property Management 

• Many donors, including restaurants and entertainment venues                                                                     

• Volunteers Brigette & Violet Skrzypek and Tiffany Sledge and fellow MH staff for making the desserts    

• Italian Fiesta Pizza & Palermo’s on 63rd St. for donating  food for the buffet 

• MH Board of Directors  and staff                                                                                                     

DJ Alonzo Alfred  

Board Members serving dinner 

Some of the homemade desserts 
Trader Joes Food—a silent auction prize 

 

First Place Winner impromptu dance celebration 

• St. Rita High School 



 

3728 South Indiana Ave.                  

Chicago, IL 60653 

 

MATTHEW HOUSE 

Financial Contributions 

(All financial contributions are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.) 

 

In-kind donations 

• Office supplies, including copy paper 

• Ballpoint pens 

• Hygiene items for clients 

• Men’s razors 

• Bathroom supplies 

• 7 day Ventra Cards for clients 

• New microwave ovens for clients 

• Face towels 

Our Needs 

Phone: 773-536-6628 

Email: info@matthewhousechicago.org 

www.mhchicago.org 

. 


