
Day 
1

Report of 
Reasonable 
Suspicion of 

Sexual Assault

Day 
1-2

Investigation is Ongoing

Considerations:
• Immediate 

report to District 
Office

• Is event a Title IX 
issue? If so, 
report to Title IX 
coordinator

• Contact law 
enforcement

• Report to Child 

Protective 
Services

• Report to 
California 
Commission on 
Teacher 
Credentialing

• District Uniform 
Complaint 
Process 
involved?

• Tort Claim 
Received? Is not 
necessary, but 
possible in sexual 
assault cases 

• Contact SCSRM 
to report event

Day 
1-3

Other 
Considerations

• Therapeutic Services 
Offered

• SELPA Services
• CPS Services
• District Attorney- Victim of 

Violent Crime referral?
• County Family Support 

Services

• Document and update 
personnel file

• Administrative leave with or 
without pay-consult attorney

• Impact of collective 
bargaining agreement - is 
progressive discipline 
involved

• Maintain/secure electronic 
evidence, photographs, 
documents, notes, phone 
records, etc.

• Consult student health, 
attendance, nurse, teacher 
and culmative records

Day 
1-4

Communication

• Letter to parents 
with assistance of 
counsel

• Follow up with law 
enforcement

Day 
1-5

To 
End 
of 

Case

School Safety 
Plan-Review

Final 
Action

Consult site plan 
for compliance 
and guidance

• Police report 
available-obtain

• Disciplinary action 
warranted?

• Effective follow up 
in place to assure 
compliance with 
decisions?

• Written 
communication with 
victim and family as 
to disposition (with 

assistance of 
counsel), continuing 
offer of therapeutic 
services

• Update CTC with 
developments

• Comply with all 
District Uniform 
Complaint and Title 
IX investigation 
requirements 

If Alleged Incident has been claimed as a 
result of AB 218, Special Considerations 
For the Time of the Event:
• Identify your insurer
• Locate school year books
• Identify and confirm whereabouts of 

involved school administrators
• Obtain pertinent board minutes, 

policies, parent-student teacher 
hand books

• Preserve potential evidence



TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

▪ Child Abuse or Neglect
“Physical injury or death inflicted by other than accidental means upon a child by another person . . . ” Penal Code §11165.6

▪ Sexual Abuse, Sexual Assault, Sexual Exploitation
Broadly defined as rape, statutory rape, incest, sodomy, lewd or lascivious acts, oral copulation, sexual 
penetration, child molestation, touching of  intimate parts for the purpose of arousal. Penal Code §11165.1

▪ Reasonable Suspicion
Means that it is “objectively reasonable for a person to entertain a suspicion based on facts that could cause a reasonable person in like position to
suspect abuse or neglect.” It does not require “certainty” nor does it require “a specific medical indication.” Any reasonable suspicion is sufficient. Penal Code §11166

▪ Mandated Reporter
Any of the following: a teacher, instructional aide, teacher’s aide, teacher’s assistant, classified employee, administrative officer or
supervisor of Child Welfare or attendance, any employee of a police department. Penal Code §11165.7

▪ Reports of Suspected Child Abuse or Neglect
Shall be made by mandated reporters to any police or sheriff’s department or the County Welfare Department. Reporting
to the School District’s police department or County Probation does not fulfill the obligation. Penal Code §11165.9

▪ When and How To Report
Report is to be made immediately or as soon as practically possible by telephone and the mandated reporter shall prepare and 
send, fax or electronically transmit a written follow up report thereof within 36 hours of receiving the information concerning the incident.

▪ Assembly Bill 218  Effective January 1, 2020
Provides a 3 year window to bring a civil action with respect to a previously barred claim due to untimeliness.  Survivors of childhood 
sexual assault will have up to their 40th birthday to file a civil suit against the perpetrator or employer. The damages are trebled in cases wherein a cover
up is alleged and proven on the part of the employer. Settlement release involving childhood sexual abuse may not be confidential.  A Government Tort Claim is not required.

▪ Victim’s Perspective
I have been victimized.  In the law, I am a “child” until I reach the age of 18. Thank me for my courage in coming forward. Don’t act in disbelief or interrogate
me. Ask open ended questions and carefully listen to my responses. Treat me with respect and provide me and my family with the services that will get me better.

▪ Title IX
Federal statute that states “no person in the United States shall, on basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to
discrimination under any education program or activity receiving Federal Financial assistance.” (20 USC §1681(a))


