
Jay Eisenberg Bio

When I considered myself a young artist, by the age of fifteen, Abstract Expressionism was on
the wane and doors were opening to Colorfield painters and artists on the cutting edge of Pop,
and Op. I was grounded in another direction and always felt more comfortable with the art at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Frick or The Brooklyn Museum. Still, I felt at home at The
Guggenheim, and the then smallish Museum of Modern Art, which was then adjacent to the
Whitney. It was then I began to find my own path being influenced by many artist heroes of mine
from the Greco-Roman period to Willem de Kooning.

I graduated from Tyler School of Art with a BFA in painting in 1968. After graduating I moved
back to New York and began teaching art. I had my first exhibition at Zingale Gallery on
Madison Ave. in New York City, in 1970.
Living in New York I soon was immersed in what was then the art scene, continuing a friendship
I had already started in Philadelphia with Elaine de Kooning, who was head of the painting
department at the University of Pennsylvania.
This was a time in New York when the old guard, the Abstract Expressionists, were still active
and the Cedar Bar was still a refuge downtown.
I had joined the Alliance of Figurative Artists which was a group of New York based
representational artists, who gathered once a month to exchange ideas or critique each other’s
work. Including: Phillip Pearlstein, Leon Golub, Paul Resika, Alice Neel, Elaine de Kooning,
Rackstraw Downes, and more with their friends in support like Lee Krasner, and Helen
Frankenthaler.
Taking a leave of absence after three years of teaching, I moved to Amsterdam, Holland, for a
year of independent study abroad, through SUNY at New Paltz.

Then living in Amsterdam was very reminiscent of what neighborhood life was like growing up in
New York in the 1950s. There, within blocks of the Rijksmuseum, I visited with the Dutch
Masters several days a week. On my walk back home I passed by the Stedelijk Museum where
I often stopped in, which then housed the Van Gogh collection. For me there was always some
hook of interest that led me to the Dutch painters whether it be Vermeer, Van Gogh, Mondrian,
de Kooning, or Karel Appel.

On my return to the States I received a M.S. in Art Ed. from SUNY. I also began exhibiting in
many competition exhibitions in New York State and in New England. From the 1970s-1990s
Most recently I achieved something I dreamed of as a young painter….
When my wife and I were first married and living in New York, we’d occasionally go to exhibits at
The Salmagundi Club. There we would swoon over the work of Sargent, Winslow Homer and
Edward Hopper. Then almost 50 years later I won a best in show at their 41st, annual, national,
juried show,  for non-members, in painting and sculpture.
I still have a passion for visiting New York but mostly for going to the Met. Even though most of
the galleries have changed from their original locations from when I first went there, in 1953, it is



still the museum I am most at home in. Just a place where I seem to be visiting with old friends
who have never changed!

Some shows I participated in included: The Silvermine Guild of Artists,
juried by;

Marcia Tucker, curator of Painting and Sculpture at the Whitney,
James Elliott, curator and filmmaker,
Thomas Hess, editor of Art News
Henry Geldzahler, curator for American Art, Metropolitan Museum of Art
Diane Waldman, Senior Curator at The Guggenheim Museum

and other shows...

Rockland Center For the Arts
The Alliance of Figurative Artists , NYC
The National Academy Museum and School, NYC
Hudson Valley Art Association
Art of New England
The New Gramercy Park Armory Show, NYC
The Dulin National Print  & Drawing Exhibition
The International Drawing Biennale
Artists of the Mohawk-Hudson Region
The National Academy, NYC

Since arriving in New Hope in 2013 I have participated in shows at;
New Hope Arts Center, including their first one person show, (and several other area shows)
The Philadelphia Sketch Club,
The Philadelphia Watercolor Society,
The Lambertville Historical Society,
PhilaMOCA Art Space, Americana Show
Phillips Mill
The Salmagundi Club, NYC


