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	                                        Chairman: Cllr John Weale
 Vice Chairman: Cllr Jon Kidd
 Clerk/ RFO: Carolyn Y. May


Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7pm on Monday 31st October 2022
at 
Maker with Rame Community Hall

Present: Cllrs. Weale (Chairman), Kidd (Vice Chairman), Lingard, Murray, Condon, Green and Carne
Apologies: Cllr. Fergusson
Also Present: Carolyn May (Clerk), Cllr Kate Ewert (Cornwall Council) and five (6) members of the public.
Declarations of Interest: None

44.22	Cllr Weale welcomed Deborah Carne as a Member of the Parish Council.

45.22 Chairman’s Report
Cllr. Weale welcomed the attendees to the meeting. 

Parish Council Elections

Cllr Weale reported that he had written to the Courier newspaper in respect of the two recent Parish Councillor vacancies (one now filled). When advertised, ten or more Parishioners wrote to Cornwall Council, requesting that an election should be held for the positions. Consequently, the Parish Council was driven down the election route. Despite the election request, the seats were not contested. However, the demand for an election has resulted in the Parish Council (ergo. Parishioners) incurring election costs.

Cllr Kidd added that the Election for the second seat has been set for 8th December 2022.At present, it is understood that no candidates have put themselves forward. A further set of charges will be levied for this second election.

Two further seats on the Parish Council have become available, should a further uncontested election be required, further charges will be imposed. At present, the Parish faces potential costs of up to £7,000 for the requested elections. Whilst it is considered acceptable to request that a election is held to fill vacancies, applicants are asked to ensure that there are candidates who are willing to stand in a contested election, otherwise money is merely being thrown away.

Christmas Lights

The Christmas Lights will be put up on the 12th switched on , on 26th November. Help is required to put these up.


46.22 Public Discussion
One Member of the public raised the issue of the continuation of the footpath, from Rame Church to Rame Head. This is a designated ‘Gold’ path and is, therefore primarily the responsibility of the County Council. He added that this path has been used for over 500 years, as a pilgrim path,  and is of major historic importance.
The path should run continuously across the fields from the Old Coastguard Cottages to Rame Head.
Resulting from a recent appeal, relating to the Rame Head planning issue, the existence of the path was alluded to by  the Planning Inspector, as a particularly important issue. Whilst he did not state that the path should be restored, he did identify the path as being of major historic importance.
Discussions between the Parishioner and County Council representatives determined that the restoration of the path should be undertaken. However, the County Council representative has stated that there is no money available for this task. In particular, the path sign requires reinstatement. Cornwall Council has suggested that this matter should be raised with the Parish Council. The signpost should be situated on the left-hand bend at the Old Coastguards Cottages, directing walkers across the fields. The path itself is not clearly visible as the fields have been ploughed.
Cllr. Murray highlighted the fact that the Parish Council had passed the responsibility for the footpaths back to Cornwall Council. Cllr Kidd added that the responsibility to enforce the right lay with Cornwall Council. The PC cannot become involved with the enforcement issue.
Cllr Green suggested that the Parish Council could transfer a sum to Cornwall Council, to meet the cost of a new signpost and that CC could arrange for the installation.
Cllr Weale proposed that this matter be taken as an action by the Parish Council. 
Action: The Clerk is to contact Cornwall Council to highlight the need for the path to be open to the public. If CC asks for a donation, the matter can be considered.
Seats at Community Orchard
A Parishioner reported that the benches at the Community Orchard require re-siting, due to their currently overlooking the bedrooms of adjacent properties. Linda Dunstone of Permaculture Kernow advised that the benches would be moved.
Community Orchard Fence
It was also noted that the fence, which had been removed by a householder, without the permission of the Parish Council, had still not been replaced. The Clerk has now written three letters to the householder, including a ‘letter before action’. 
Agreed the Clerk to progress the matter, should the structure not be replaced on a ‘like for like’ basis by the cut-off date provided.

47.22	Community Orchard Update
The Members received an update from Linda Dunstone, in respect of the Community Orchard.
Linda stated that there are many positives to report. The fruit trees planted in 2002 are alive and healthy, despite the hot weather.
Feedback from parishioners has been positive and a recent scientific report highlighted that the manner in which the grassland was being managed was successfully encouraging wildlife to use the site. There are currently two beehives at the site with only one having been populated to date and it is hoped that barn owl boxes can be provided. Seed planting is also taking place.
Children from the Kingfisher Nursery are often taken to the site and enjoy their time there.
Linda stated that she had submitted a further application to the Parish Council for funding. In particular, the request covers the cost of an additional number (5) of fruit trees (including a Queen Elizabeth II memorial tree), an additional owl box, and bird boxes. This application will be considered at the Ordinary Parish Meeting in November 2022.
Cllr. Weale thanked Linda for her report.

48.22	Approval of Draft Minutes for 26th September 2022
It was proposed by Cllr. Kidd, seconded by Cllr Lingard, and RESOLVED that the Minutes for the Parish Council meeting, held on 26th September 2022 would be accepted as a being an accurate reflection of the meeting. Unanimous. Carried.
The Minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.

49.22 	Correspondence
· Calc Membership Renewal
· Annual Conference for Flood Resiliance
· Institute Clock Winder – It has been reported that the Clock Winder no longer wishes to receive monetary remuneration for carrying out the task of winding the Institute Clock. Noted.
· Artificial Sports Pitch (Torpoint)
· Millbrook Skate Park (Funding Application received) – Proposed new skate park at Millbrook. It is intended that this will be a Peninsula wide asset. Estimated cost is circa £200,000. This matter will be discussed at the November meeting. Millbrook Parish Council has pledged £20,000 to the project.
· Cornwall Council Highways (Sea Defences) – Cllr Weale has responded to the information provided by Cornwall Council, articulating the Parish Council’s concerns relating to County Council owned parts of the same.
· Cornwall Council Election Office – official notification of two further vacancies.
· Parishioner’s Drop – In Surgery – the Clerk reported that the second surgery had been held at the Cawsand Congregational Church Hall on (date). This was deemed to have been successful.

50.22	County Councillor Report
Cllr Ewert alluded to her report, which she had sent out to Parish Councils that afternoon.
Cllr Ewert briefly referred to the following matters:
· Mayor for Cornwall – this matter is still being discussed. No decision has yet been made in relation to the manner in which agreement will be reached (whether by Cornwall Councillors vote/ public vote). Cllr Ewert added that is not known if the original benefits offered to Cornwall Council, should a Mayor be appointed, are still available.
· County Council Deficit – The County Council is currently facing a deficit of £63 million. Consequently, all non-statutory services are to be cut. This will impact on the statutory services. It is likely that there will be further devolution of services to Parish and Town Councils.
· Right of Way Enforcement – Cllr Ewert will look into this matter. The Clerk is to copy her into any correspondence relating to the matter.
· Reshaping of Community Network Panels -  this is currently being undertaken.
· Cornwall Housing -  The area has been included in a bid for insulation improvement for Cornwall Housing properties. Any monies awarded would be paid from the Government’s ‘Green Energy Fund’.
· A374 Safety Review – the A374 has been subjected to a Safety Review by Cornwall Council. The road is deemed by that body as not being unsafe, despite the recent fatality on the same.
· Rame Cluster Meeting
· NDP -  It has been agreed that a County Council representative will address the Parish Council on the matter of the NDP.
· Dogs on Beaches – no survey result as yet.
	
51.22	Finance/ Management Report
Having considered the schedule of payments provided, it was proposed by Cllr Weale seconded by Cllr Kidd and RESOLVED that the schedule would be approved for payment. Unanimous. Carried.

Members considered the Management Report. It was agreed that a Finance Committee meeting would be convened, prior to the next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, in order that a proposed budget and precept could be set.

52.22	Planning
· There were no Planning Applications for consideration.
· Planning Decisions PA22/05824, PA22/05350 and PA22/08334 were noted.


53.22	Expressions of Interest
Members considered two Expressions of Interest, which the Parish Council wished to submit to the Cornwall Community Network Panel for consideration. A sum of money to be provided by the Parish Council as a contribution to one, or both, the projects,  if approved by the Panel.

EOI 1 – Relates to the road from Fourlanes End School to Cawsand Square, which is often congested, has obscured views because of parked vehicles, road topography and vegetation.  A busy pedestrian route with people often walking to and from both the School and Villages of Kingsand and Cawsand. The intent is to improve pedestrian and road user safety by restricting the vehicle speed limit to 20 is Plenty.

It was proposed by Cllr. Kidd, seconded by Cllr Lingard, and RESOLVED that the Expression of Interest should be submitted to the Cornwall Community Gateway Panel for consideration. Unanimous. Carried.

EOI 2 – Relates to the road from Millbrook to Fourlanes End School, which permits road users to increase speed from 30mph to 60mph for a distance on no more than a mile ,approaching a busy Primary School and alongside a busy pedestrian path.  The meandering road does not support Community and Road Safety.  The desire is to restrict the speed limit of vehicles to 30mph between Millbrook until just past the Primary School.  
It was proposed by Cllr. Weale, seconded by Cllr Kidd, and RESOLVED that the Expression of Interest should be submitted to the Cornwall Community Gateway Panel for consideration. Unanimous. Carried.
Action: It was agreed that the Clerk would submit the documents to Cllr Ewert and Catherine Thomson.

54.22  MWR Parish Council Project Updates

	PROJECT
	REPORT

	Toilet Refurb (Kidd, Murray)
	Electrical Safety Inspection: JK informed the PSC that the Electrical Inspection of the toilet blocks had been carried out and, although there were no critical failures, the Parish Council had received a long list of recommendations. However, the inspection will only require to be carried out every five years.
Action: It was agreed that the Clerk would diarise the weekly testing for Legionnaire’s Disease at each of the sites. The maintenance of the records to be monitored by the Clerk.
Lavatory Refurbishment – It was felt that the refurbishment of the facilities should be ‘low tech’.
The refurbishment, of the Cawsand lavatories (ladies and gents), to a suitable standard, is to be undertaken as soon as possible. Cllr Green raised the matter of the Project Management of the refurbishment. No decision mas made in relation to this matter.
It was agreed that Cllr Kidd would discuss the Parish Council’s requirements with local tradesmen, emphasising that the work must be completed for the next summer season.
Thee issue of charging for use was discussed. It was emphasised that the costs incurred for running the lavatories was, at present being met by Parishioners. Charging for use of the facilities would hopefully reduce the burden on the community. 
Action: Cllr Green suggested that a public poll on the matter should be arranged. This task to be undertaken by Cllr Green/ Cllr Carne.
Action: The issue of land ownership was raised. It was agreed that the Clerk would determine the same via Land Registry.


	Environment, Recycling & GG (Green, Ferguson)
	Cllr Ferguson suggested that Members of the Parish Council should meet with local traders, in order to discuss the recycling options for the village.
Litter picking will take place on the second Saturday of each month, the dates to be advertised on the Parish Council website/ Facebook.

	Dark Skies (Kidd, Condon)
	Action: The Clerk is to contact Matthew Williams in relation to the conversion of the Parish Council owned streetlights to LED.

	Housing (Green, Ferguson)
	Cllr Ferguson is currently looking into this matter.

	Bus Shelter
	A quotation has been obtained in respect of repairs/ replacement to the Coombe End bus shelter. This work could be carried out in November. 
Action: All Members must read the quote. 
It was proposed by Cllr. Kidd, seconded by Cllr Murray, and RESOLVED that repairs to the bus shelter would be carried out in November 2022 Unanimous. Carried.


	Traffic (Ferguson, Weale, Lingard)
	EOI’s submitted.

	NDP Review Weale (All), Clerk
	Cllr Green raised the issue of the NDP Review and asked what the situation was if it was felt that the PC wished to make changes to the document. Cllr Weale stated that the PC had legitimate questions to ask, adding that Cornwall Council must respond to the same.

	

	ACTIVITY
	ACTIVITY

	Orchard Management (Green, Ferguson)
	Cllr Green raised the issue of the Orchard sign. It was agreed that the wording on the same would include the name of the orchard, and those of the stakeholders. 
The duration of the partnership between Permaculture Kernow and the Parish Council was discussed. The lease for the orchard is renewed on an annual basis – with the agreement between the parties being set for a period of five years.
Cllr Green thanked Linda Dunstone ( representative for PK) for doing such a good job at the site. Cllr Murray highlighted the fact that, during the dry period, the trees had been watered by David, and that this should be acknowledged.
It was proposed by Cllr. Green, seconded by Cllr Weale, and RESOLVED that the Orchard sign would be procured. Five in favour and one against, Carried.
Cllr Weale raised the matter of the planting of more (potentially five) fruit trees at the site. Linda Dunstone was to look into this matter and report back to the PC.
A further suggestion was made in relation to the grazing of sheep at the site. This matter is to be investigated and a report to be made to the Parish Council in November.
Cllr Murray suggested that trees should be planted in the play area, and a further one outside. It was agreed that this would be considered once the details of the play area project had been settled.


	Dogs on Beach (Weale)
	The consultation on this matter has been closed and the Parish Council is awaiting the results of the same.

	Play Park (Murray, Lingard)
	The play inspection is scheduled for October 2022.

	Annual Community Event (Lingard)
	Action: Coronation Event to be considered. Cllr Lingard.

	Black Prince
	Cllr Lingard appointed ‘point of contact.’

	Institute Clock (Weale, Kidd)
	An agreement was reached in relation to the remuneration for the Clock Winder.

	Emergency Plan (Weale, Kidd)
	On-going

	Sea Defences (Weale, Kidd)
	Maps received. Cllr Weale has corresponded with Cornwall Council.

	Christmas Lights (Weale, Kidd)
	The lights will be put up on  12th November, with a 26th November switch on. All have been PAT tested.

	Defibrillator Training (Kidd, Murray)
	Both Defibrillators have now been installed. SWAST training is to be held at the Institute on 17th November. Twenty attendees only.


	

	ASSOCIATION
	Report

	Mount Edgcumbe (Ferguson, Weale)
	Cllr Green raised the matter of Antony Estates promoting sustainable farming. She felt that there was a need for the PC to engage in conversation with Mt Edgecumbe, which is currently engaging in heavy cultivation of maize on its land. It was also suggested that discussions might be held with two farmers working estate lands. Action: It was agreed that Cllr Green would draft a letter for onward transition to Lady Megan and Lady Vanessa.
Action: It was agreed that Chris Burton would be invited to the next PC meeting.

	PPMLC (Weale)
	Cllr Weale attended meeting

	Pigshill (Green, Ferguson)
	Deferred to November. Action: Update required.

	Community Hall Liaison (Kidd)
	The proposed jubilee window has been discussed. It is possible that this will now be an Elizabeth II window.
The Chairman/ Vice Chairman and Clerk met with representatives of the Community Hall Management Committee, prior to the Parish Council Meeting. It was agreed that Cllr Kidd would, in accordance with the terms of the Trust Deed, represent the Parish Council on the Management Committee, with full voting rights.
Action: The Clerk is to provide a draft Lease to the Management Committee, in which the rights and responsibilities of the parties are clearly set out. Whilst the Hall is managed by the Committee, it is in fact, owned by the Parish Council.



1.  Other Matters to be Reported upon

	TITLE
	LEAD

	Election Update
	8th December at the Community Hall.

	Replacement of Orchard Fence
	The Clerk advised the meeting that, despite having sent three letters to the occupants of the property (including the ‘Letter Before Action’), the householder had failed to reinstate the fence. It was agreed that this matter will now be progressed. Action:  The Clerk to identify appropriate fencers and obtain quotations for a replacement fence at the site. The Clerk to commence recovery actions against the householder for the costs incurred at public expense for the reinstatement.


	Winter Assistance for the Elderly
	To be discussed.




The meeting closed at 8.55 pm
The next Meeting of the Parish Council – Monday 28th November at the Community Hall, commencing at 7 p.m. 
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