
Inauguration of the exhibition Clearing by Michael Sailstorfer 

 

• Proyectos Monclova inaugurates the exhibition Clearing by the German artist Michael Sailstorfer 
in which he addresses the binomial nature and culture. 

• The inauguration will take place on Tuesday 07 February, from 1:00pm until 9:00pm. 
• The exhibition will be on view from 07.02.2023 through 01.04.2023, from Monday to Friday from 

10:00am to 6:00 pm, and Saturday from 11:00am to 4:00 pm. 
 

On Tuesday 7 February, Proyectos Monclova inaugurates the exhibition Clearing by the German artist 

Michael Sailstorfer, in which he addresses binomial nature and culture. The title of the exhibition has 

multiple translations into German and refers to a clearing, a cleared area within a forest that arises 

naturally (Lichtung), can also be created by an artificial process (Rodung), or from a process of cleaning 

and tidying (Reinigung). 

Sailstorfer presents an installation titled Forst, a German word that although does not have a 

direct translation in English or Spanish, refers to a wooded area created for timber production. Unlike the 

naturally formed forests, the artist decides to create an artificial forest that contrasts with the white cube 

of the gallery. The installation is composed of three trees that hang invertedly from a metal structure and 

are attached to motors that make them rotate slowly, causing the branches and leaves to fall, creating a 

circular clearing. The choreography of this forest unfolds throughout the length and breadth of the room 

thanks to its mechanical component, while the sound of the destruction emerges as a poetic element in 

the work. Due to the arrangement of the trees in the exhibition space, visitors must position themselves 

in relation to the work, in such a way that if they wish to reach the back of the room they must find their 

way through the revolving trees. 

In addition to the exhibition, the gallery will showcase on the second floor the piece Teppich Zürich 

01 (2017), a 200 x 700 cm tapestry made of Swiss police uniforms. The work raises questions about 

authority and power, while the viewer is trapped in the middle of a cozy environment given by the rug as 

an element of home warmth. In addition, the space will house new pieces from his Heavy Eyes series 

(2022), paintings made with materials that seem to be opposites: lead and eye shadow with which the 

artist seeks to frame the tension between heaviness and lightness. Pigments from the cosmetics industry 

have been a recurring material in Sailstorfer's work, including his series titled Heavy Tears from 2019, or 

Lips (2022), a site-specific installation in which he painted the windows of the Regart gallery with lipstick, 

creating an immersive experience within space. 

Michael Sailstorfer (Vilsbiburg, 1979) takes an experimental approach and challenges the 

conventions of sculptural practice by incorporating sound, movement and time to reconfigure objects and 



give them new meanings. He transforms objects and spaces through light, smell and sound to challenge 

their physical limits; This is how he frames his works under a poetic approach to materials. Through his 

study of matter, he focuses on the properties of materials to expand the possibilities of sculpture and 

beyond the limits of said discipline. Therefore, it occupies the space in an optimal, dynamic and enveloping 

way. 

 
Sailstorfer's work has been exhibited at various international institutions, including the Sharjha Biennial 
8, Sharjah, United Arab Emirates; Swiss Institute, New York, USA; Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, USA; 
Berlinische Galerie, Berlin, Germany; Bundeskunsthalle Bonn, Bonn, Germany; Casa del Lago, Mexico 
City, Mexico; Joan Miró Foundation, Barcelona, Spain; K20, Düsseldorf, Germany; Martin-Gropious-Bau, 
Berlin, Germany; Museum of Contemporary Art, Oslo, Norway; Public Art Fund, New York, USA; Schirn 
Kunsthalle, Frankfurt, Germany; and the Stedelijk Museum voor Actuele Kunst Gent, Ghent, Belgium. His 
work is part of international public collections such as the Center Georges Pompidou, Paris; Fondazione 
Morra Greco, Naples; MUSEION, Bolzano; SammlungBoros, Berlin; Sammlung Goetz, Munich; 
Vanhaerents Art Collection, Brussels; Städel Museum, Frankfurt; and the Walker Art Center, 
Minneapolis. 
 


