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The term obra gris, or gray work, refers, in masonry vocabulary, to the unfinished state of a 
construction site, a moment of pause and also of possibility. For the artistic collective 
Tercerunquinto, this expression is also a way of naming the Mexican landscape of the periphery, 
not only in the geographical sense, but also in the sense of everything that does not meet the 
characteristics required by the conception of a sociopolitical advancement from architecture. 
 
This exhibition that opens within the timeframe of ZsONA MACO at Proyectos Monclova includes 
pictorial and sculptural work, the result of long research and archival work that the group carries 
out in parallel to its explorations and interventions in public space. The pieces that are presented 
suggest new readings in relation to the shape and color of architectural constructions and initiate 
a reflection on the physical dimension of the wall. In addition, the range of colors that appears in 
these pieces points to a deliberation on the socioeconomic reality of the country as it corresponds 
to the cheapest exterior vinyl paints on the market and, therefore, most used in the construction 
of social housing. 
 
Tercerunquinto investigates and explores the multiple meanings that walls can collect from a 
detailed analysis that includes their construction units (concrete blocks), the contexts where they 
are located, their alternate uses, tones, forms and representations... Each block and each color 
panel is a minute constructive unit that encapsulates in itself the possibility of development and, 
in this sense, the work of the artists implies a recognition of how the pictorial representation of 
walls also becomes a reflection on the social, political and cultural conditions of architecture. 
 
Tercerunquinto is a collaboration between Mexican artists Gabriel Cázares (1978, Monterrey, 
Mexico) and Rolando Flores (1975, Monterrey, Mexico). Since 1998, their practice has been guided 
by institutional criticism, and is dedicated to the investigation of the dynamics of public and 
private spaces, and the dialogue between the two. Focused on architectural actions and 
interventions, Tercerunquinto seeks to highlight the systematized expressions of organizational 
authority that often become invisible due to their ubiquitous nature. 
 


