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Let’s Pray
Dear Jesus, thank You for giving us the Church. Give us 
the courage to tell everybody about Your love. Amen.

Let’s Proclaim 
the Good News
Jesus founded the 
Church to guide us 
and give us His grace.

Is the Church 
just a building?

“Simon Peter replied, ‘You  
 are the Christ, the Son of  
 the living God.” (Matthew 16:16)

Chapter 22

We Belong to  
the Church
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Let’s Learn about God’s Word
Peter said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” 
(Matthew 16:16). Then Jesus said, “You are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my Church” (16:18).
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The pope is the leader of the Church. The Church is guided 
by the Holy Spirit. Jesus promised that the Church would last 
forever. Through the Church, Jesus will always be with us.

265

Tell someone about your love for Jesus in words or actions.
Faith Challenge

Jesus Built His Church on a Rock
Jesus made Peter the first pope. The name Peter means 
“rock.” Complete the dot-to-dot. Then you will see the gift  
that Jesus founded on the rock, Peter.

Church   rock

Fill in the blanks to show  
what Jesus said to Peter. 

“You are Peter, and on  

this ______________  

I will build my _______________”  

(Matthew 16:18).

3 2

1 7

6 5

4

Church
rock
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All Are Invited to Be Part of God’s Family
Draw a line from each person who is part of God’s family  
to the church doors. Then fill in the blanks.

 
 
The Catholic ____________ was founded by ____________  ,  
and all are invited.

The Catholic Church
The Catholic Church was founded by Jesus. The Church  
is the family of God. All are invited into the Church.  
We enter the Church through faith and  
Baptism. Jesus gave us the Church  
so we can know the truth. The  
Church guides us to Heaven.
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Saint Thérèse of Lisieux 
Thérèse began attending a Catholic school. She was very 
good at religion classes. She enjoyed studying history and 
science also. Her least favorite subjects were math and 
spelling. She also had a hard time making friends. Thérèse 
was known for always wanting things to be perfect. One 
day, one of her sisters decided to give away a basket of 
items to make dolls. She let her sisters take what 
they wanted from this basket. Little Thérèse 
exclaimed, “I choose all!” She took the 
entire basket! Thérèse approached 
God in the same way. She always 
opened herself completely. She 
received all the gifts that God 
gave her.   

Every day, look for the gifts  
God is giving you. Be open  
to receiving them.  

Faith Challenge
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Called to Holiness
Through Baptism, Jesus calls everyone to holiness. There 
are different paths to holiness. They include priests, deacons, 
religious brothers or sisters, and the laity. The laity are baptized 
people who bring Jesus into the everyday world. God has a 
plan for each of us to be holy saints in Heaven.

268 Chapter 22



269

Always practice treating all your brothers and 
sisters in Christ with charity.

Faith Challenge

All Are Called to Holiness 
Circle some of the ways we can spread God’s love to 
others. Then fill in the blank.

Jesus calls each of us to live a life of 

269

__________________________ .holiness



United in Christ 
The Christian faithful are baptized persons who 
are in friendship with God. They are united in 
Jesus. The Communion of Saints includes two  
groups: the faithful on earth and the faithful  
who have died. We pray for one another. 

The theological virtue of charity helps 
us love God and others.  

The Communion of Saints 
Trace the arrows. Show how all souls in the Communion  
of Saints pray for one another.
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Faith Alive: The Road to Being a Saint 
Fill in the blank. 

I want to be a _____________ in Heaven. The saints lived 
holy lives. 

Repeat after your teacher this prayer: “Dear Jesus, I want 
to be a saint. Fill me with Your grace. Strengthen me in 
charity. I want to love You and love others. Amen.”

271

saint



272

Chapter 22 Review: We Belong to the Church 
Answer the questions below. Then use the answers to fill  
in the crossword puzzle.

Chapter 22

5

21

7

4

6

3

Across
1. The Church is guided by the __________ __________ . 
5. Jesus chose __________ to be the first pope. 
6. The __________ Church was founded by Jesus Christ. 
7.  The Communion of __________ are all the faithful, both those alive and 

those who have died. 

Down
1. We all have a call to __________ . 
2. The __________ is the leader of the Catholic Church. 
3. The Christian __________ are the baptized who are in friendship with God. 
4. We enter the Church through faith and __________ .
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Charity is a theological virtue. With charity, we can love God above all else. We can  
also love our neighbors as ourselves.  
  
Charity is the virtue of love. The word “love” is used so frequently and for such a variety of  
things that it often loses its meaning. But in the fullest and deepest sense, we must love  
as God loves. God is the source of all love. Godly love requires that we put others before  
ourselves. It requires devotion, sacrifice, and even the willingness to suffer for the good  
of others.  
 
Jesus showed us what true love looks like and what it requires. The image of Jesus’  
Sacred Heart beautifully shows us that Jesus loves us so passionately that His heart is on  
fire for our souls. The Cross is at the center of this fire of devotion because love requires  
sacrificing for the good of the other. Finally, the Sacred Heart is pierced and bleeding  
because it is wounded by our sins. But it is through His blood that we are cleansed from our sin if we choose to accept 
and remain in His love.  
 
The Sacred Heart exemplifies the love that every Christian must have—a love that calls us to put God above all else and 
to love others as God loves them. This is a tall order! So God gives us the virtue of charity to make this radical kind of love 
possible. Charity is the most important and most fundamental virtue for the Christian.  

With charity, we thank God  
for His many gifts!

With charity, we help our 
parents because we 

love them.

With charity, we can forgive 
those who hurt us.

With charity, we show others 
that we love them to make 

them happy.

 
Becoming a Person of Character    

• Ask yourself and your children the following questions: 
   How can we grow in greater love for God?  
   What sacrifice can you make this week to show your love for another?   
   Do we look for others to serve us, or do we look to serve others?   
   Have you recently reflected on God’s abundant, burning, and unconditional love for you? Do you know that all  
   He wants in return is your heart?  
 
Prayer to Grow in the Virtue of Charity    

Lord Jesus, thank You for the gift of Your love. I want to love as You love. Please accept my heart. Fill it with charity so 
that it grows to be more and more like Your Sacred Heart. I want to love You more perfectly and learn to love and  
serve others. Amen.
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Chapter Summary 
 
The Catholic Church is the one true Church founded 
by Jesus Christ. The Church possesses the fullness of 
truth, which Jesus entrusted to the Apostles and their 
successors. The Church is part of God’s plan to pass on 
the faith to all the earth and to gather His people into 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Peter was chosen to lead the 
Church and given the keys to the kingdom, making him 
the first leader (pope) of the Church. We all are called 
to a vocation of holiness—to become saints in the 
kingdom. There are many paths to holiness that allow us 
to become part of the mission of Christ to save souls. 

More for Parents

The Church is given by God as a gift to teach us the 
fullness of truth and to guide us to Heaven. As Catholics, 
we believe that one of the four marks of the Church is 
that she is “holy.” We often see examples that discredit 
our belief in a holy Church. However, Christ called the 
Church His Bride (see Matthew 25), and He loves His 
Bride so much that He sacrificed Himself for her to 
sanctify her, to make her holy (see Ephesians 5:25–26). 
The Church, as God’s gift of grace, is holy. The people 
within the Church are subject to fallen human nature 
and to sin. By God’s design, each of us has access to 
His grace in the Church. While some choose to reject it, 
others choose to live in the fullness of grace offered to 
them by God. 
 
Virtue in the Family

Baptism gives us access to God’s grace (see Romans 5:2). 
How? Baptism makes us children of God in His family, the 
Church. God makes His people holy and virtuous by giving 
them His grace, love, and virtues in the sacraments. 
   

The Family of God at Home
• Prayer activity: Ask around at your local parish for 

anyone who needs prayers. Each member of your 
family should find a different person to pray for. Spend 
time every day praying for these brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 

• The Church teaches that the family and the home should 
be the domestic church, meaning that family life should 
reflect the Church. Come together and plan on how 
to make your home look more like a domestic church. 
Consider having every person choose one small piece 
of artwork, a statue, or decor that reminds them of the 
Church, God, or a saint. Purchase them and decorate 
your home in honor of God. 

• Teach your children to pray for the Holy Father, bishops, 
priests, deacons, and all those who serve the Church.

Vocabulary Words for Your 
Children to Review

• Catholic Church
• Christian faithful
• Communion of Saints
• pope
Find digital flash cards to help your children review at the  
link below!

Chapter 22 : We Belong to the Church
Jesus founded the Church to guide us and give us His grace.

For more family faith formation resources, go to the parent portal.


