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WHO IS JESUS?
People have varied opinions about who Jesus is. This is nothing new—they
always have. Jesus once asked His disciples, “Who do the crowds say that I am?”
(Luke 9:18). They replied that some thought He was John the Baptist, others
thought He was Elijah or some other ancient prophet. While each of those
answers reflected a high opinion about Jesus, they all fell short of Jesus’ true
identity and mission.
Because it’s not enough to know what others are saying about Him, Jesus asked
His disciples: “But you … who do you say that I am?” (Luke 9:20). After affirming
Peter’s reply that Jesus was “God’s Messiah,” He taught them His mission would
involve suffering—a cross. Jesus’ death on the cross, however, wouldn’t be an
accident nor a tragedy; it would be the fulfillment of God’s eternal plan for our
salvation. Jesus added that the cross would not be the final word, but He would
be raised on the third day.
Who do you say Jesus is, and what will you do with Him? He said, “I am the
way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me”
(John 14:6). Right now, He is waiting for you.
•

Admit to God that you are a sinner. Repent, turning away from your sin.

•

 y faith receive Jesus Christ as God’s Son and accept Jesus’ gift
B
of forgiveness from sin. He took the penalty for your sin by dying on
the cross.

•

 onfess your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. You may pray a
C
prayer similar to this as you call on God to save you: “Dear God, I know
that You love me. I confess my sin and need of salvation. I turn away from
my sin and place my faith in Jesus as my Savior and Lord.
In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.”

After you have received Jesus Christ into your life, tell a pastor or another
Christian about your decision. Show others your faith in Christ by asking for
baptism by immersion in your local church as a public expression of your faith.
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FROM THE TEAM LEADER
Truth seems to be a rare commodity at times. We don’t know exactly who to trust
or what to trust. We may not even trust ourselves at times when it comes to the
truth. How many times have we failed to tell the truth for fear of getting labeled,
of being questioned, or worse?
Luke stated in the prologue to his Gospel account that his goal in writing was
so that Theophilus might know the truth (1:4). To accomplish his goal, Luke
told about people who discovered the truth. We are told about a young lawyer
who discovered that a Samaritan was the example of a neighbor. We are also
told about a tax collector who was willing to climb a tree so he could discover
the truth.
Remember those times we have failed to tell the truth? Luke tells us of Peter
being in the same boat, failing to tell the truth as Jesus faced a tribunal.
We are told about a criminal who discovered the truth while being executed.
We find a group of women who find the truth in the form of an empty tomb.
Peter also discovers that same tomb and is commissioned to tell that truth in
the future.
During our study of Luke 10–24, we will examine these encounters and others as
people sought the truth. We will discover along with them that Jesus is the Truth
and He offers Himself to any who will believe in Him. Our prayer is that we will
have our faith affirmed and strengthened so that we too can know the truth with
confidence and boldness.
Humbly,
G. Dwayne McCrary
Dwayne.McCrary@lifeway.com
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WORD WISE
Terms listed here are identified in the Bible commentary with a dot (•).

Bethany—town about two miles southeast of Jerusalem, on the eastern slope
of the Mount of Olives; home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus
Bethphage [BETH fayj]—small village located on the Mount of Olives near
Bethany; place where Jesus instructed two disciples to finding the colt on which
He would ride into Jerusalem for His triumphal entry
Cleopas [KLEE oh puhs]—one of the two disciples to whom the resurrected
Jesus appeared while traveling on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35)
Elders—members of the Sanhedrin, the ruling council of the Jews; often
mentioned in conjunction with chief priests and scribes (Luke 20:1; 22:52)
Jericho—ancient city located in the Jordan River valley; in the Old Testament
known as the first city conquered under Joshua (Josh. 7); in the New Testament
known as the home of Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10)
Levites—descendants of Levi; assisted the priests by performing duties in the
tabernacle and the temple
Mount of Olives—two-and-a-half mile mountain ridge on the eastern side
of Jerusalem, heavily covered with olive trees; several key events in the life of
Jesus happened there (Matt. 26:30; Mark 11:1-2; Luke 19:37; 21:37; 22:39-46;
Acts 1:9-12)
Parables—stories, especially those told by Jesus; the word means to put
alongside for the purpose of comparison and understanding
Pharisees—the largest and most important religious group in New Testament
times; the term means “separated ones.” They strictly observed the oral
traditions of the scribes and opposed Jesus because He refused to accept their
interpretations of the law.
Samaritans—descendants of Jews who intermarried with non-Jews; Jews did
not associate with Samaritans (John 4:9)
Son of Man—Jesus’ favorite way of referring to Himself; it implied both His
messianic mission and His humanity; the term is used in the Old Testament as a
synonym for man or human (Ps. 8:4; Ezek. 2:1) and as a reference to the Messiah
(Dan. 7:13).
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INTRODUCTION TO LUKE
The Gospel of Luke is the first of a two-part testimony of Jesus Christ, the
second being the Book of Acts. Both accounts are addressed to Theophilus
(Luke 1:3; Acts 1:1), although the letter later circulated throughout the Christian
church. We don’t know who Theophilus was or even if this was his real name.
Theophilus is a compound word meaning “Friend of God.” This reference could
relate to “God-fearers,” Gentiles who believed in the Hebrew God but did not
know Jesus. Theophilus had been instructed about Christ, but Luke wanted his
reader to understand the “certainty” of what he had been taught (Luke 1:4). If
Theophilus was not a believer, then Luke shared this narrative in order to lead
him to faith in Christ. Most scholars argue that Luke’s Gospel was an effort to
confirm the beliefs of a man who had already become a Christian.

KEY THEMES IN LUKE
Son of God and Son of Man — Jesus’ words and deeds attest to His oneness with
God. At the same time, Jesus most frequently referred to Himself as the Son of
Man (11:30; 12:8,10,40; 17:22,30; 18:8,31; 19:10; 21:27,36; 22:48,69; 24:7). This
title was a direct claim to be the Messiah, but it also demonstrated Jesus’ identity
with humanity.
Proof of the Messiah — Miracles abound in the earlier chapters of Luke, but the
second half of Luke does not contain as many miracles as Jesus shifted to an
emphasis on teaching. In fact, this section only includes three miracles (11:14-20;
13:10-13; 18:35-43).
Practical and Ethical Teaching — Chapters 10–24 contain many episodes of
Jesus’ teaching His disciples and the multitudes, often using parables (10:25-37;
11:2-13; 12:1-3).
Preparation and Warnings Regarding the Future — Jesus warned about what
would happen at the end of the age (11:29-32; 12:35-40; 13:34-35).
The Kingdom of God — Luke described Jesus’ preaching about the kingdom of
God (13:18-21; 17:21-35). Like He sent the apostles earlier, Jesus later sent out
seventy disciples to preach about the kingdom (10:1-12). In His presence was
found the nearness of the kingdom (10:9-11).
The Availability of the Kingdom for Believers from All Ethnicities — Luke
emphasized Jesus’ statements and deeds that demonstrate the kingdom of God
is not for Jews alone, but is available to everyone who will repent and believe
(10:33; 17:16; 24:44-49).
The Future Judgment and the Urgency of Commitment — Because God’s
judgment is inevitable, commitment to Jesus is imperative in His kingdom
(20:9-19; 21:5-28).

8
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OUTLINE OF LUKE
I. Preparation for the Ministry of Jesus (1:1–4:13)
II. Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (4:14–9:50)
III. Jesus’ Ministry in Judea and Perea (9:51–19:44)
		A. Setting out toward Jerusalem (9:51–13:21)
		B. Continuing toward Jerusalem (13:22–18:30)
		C. Final approach to Jerusalem (18:31–19:27)
IV. Climax of Jesus’ Ministry in Jerusalem (19:28–24:53)
		A. Arrival in Jerusalem (19:28-44)
		B. Controversies and teaching (19:45–21:38)
		C. Events of Jesus’ final Passover (22:1-46)
		D. Betrayal, arrest, and trials (22:47–23:25)
		E. Crucifixion and burial (23:26-56)
		F. Resurrection, Great Commission, and ascension (24:1-53)

ON T HE C OV ER
Sycamore trees, also called
fig-mulberries or sycamore figs
(ficus sycomorus), are commonplace
in Israel. Often planted along
roadways for their shade, their short
trunks and wide branches make them
easy to climb. Zacchaeus climbed a
sycamore tree to get a better view of
Jesus. (See Session 6.)
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SESSION 1

Neighbors?

Believers demonstrate their love for God by extending grace to others.

LUKE 10:25-37
One of the most difficult demands of Jesus is to love our enemies.
Now consider Jesus’ command to love our neighbors; that seems
more plausible right? This is especially true if our concept of love is
nothing more than social politeness. Yet, Jesus’ command to love
our neighbor goes beyond the social norms. The type of love Jesus
requires involves sacrifice and willingness to treat others with the
same amount of attention we would typically reserve for ourselves.
This is the Christian mandate of love. Believers demonstrate their
love for God by extending grace to others.
Whom do you regard as your neighbor? What motivates you to love them
regardless of their attitudes toward you?

10
© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
LUKE 10:1–13:21
Parables are a perfect vehicle to ask questions that unsettle the listener
because they both reveal and conceal their message. In other words, the
meaning of a parable often sneaks up on the listener while defenses
are down. One can be listening to a parable and all of the sudden
find himself or herself in the story. The only way to truly understand
a parable is to allow the parable to question you. To understand the
question of the parable, one must understand the cultural context.
The incident in this week’s Bible passage takes place amid Jesus’
usual activities of teaching, healing, and training His disciples. It is
important to note that the tensions between Jesus and the Jewish
religious leaders had begun to increase. In fact, Luke 9:51 marks a
transition in the Gospel account, as Jesus “determined to journey to
Jerusalem.” Each of the incidents in the context passage builds toward
the climax in Jerusalem.
The parable of the good Samaritan has two main groups of
characters, Jews and Samaritans. The hatred between Jews and
Samaritans had gone on for centuries. Even in the previous chapter,
James and John, both Jewish disciples of Christ, asked Jesus to call
down fire on the Samaritans when they did not welcome the prospect
of Jesus ministering in their region (9:51-56).
In a section of “woe” statements in 10:13-16, Jesus spoke against
people whose idea of religious fidelity was wrapped up in ritual rather
than a right relationship with God. He pointed out ways they had
claimed religious privilege but at the same time were treating other
people cruelly and deceitfully.
This week’s study of the parable of the good Samaritan exemplifies
these various conflicts. Jesus contrasted people who make a show of
religion versus believers who express godly love.
As you read Luke 10:25-37, identify the characters involved in
the parable. How does the identity of each person contribute to
the meaning of the parable?

Se s s ion 1 : Ne ig h b or s?
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
THE EXCHANGE (LUKE 10:25-29)
25
Then an expert in the law stood up to test him, saying, “Teacher,
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 “What is written in the
law?” he asked him. “How do you read it?” 27 He answered, “Love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with
all your strength, and with all your mind,” and “your neighbor as
yourself.” 28 “You’ve answered correctly,” he told him. “Do this and
you will live.” 29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus,
“And who is my neighbor?”
VERSES 25-29
Wanting to test Jesus, an expert in the law approached Him with a
question about inheriting eternal life. Jesus turned the question on
the man, who in turn answered wisely by noting that people are to
love God with all their beings and love their neighbors. Wanting to
justify his own actions, the lawyer pressed the debate by asking Jesus
to define neighbor.
Jesus perceived the intent of the man’s question, which is revealed
to the reader in verse 29. He wanted to justify himself. The expert in
the law wasn’t genuinely seeking an answer; he was attempting to test
Jesus. Jesus responded with His own question: “What is written in
the law?” he asked him. “How do you read it?” In other words, Jesus
was saying, “You’re the expert in the law, what do you think?”
In response to Jesus’ question, the expert in the law quoted
Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18, “Love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all
your mind,” and “your neighbor as yourself.” He was certainly right.
Scripture commands that we love God will all that we are, and loving
God requires that we love those who have been made in His image. We
can even say that one test of our love of God is how we treat others.
The command is to love others, but the qualifier of the command
is extremely important here. Scripture is not just saying to love your
neighbor but to love your neighbor as yourself. The heart-searching
question of this text is this: Do you love others with the same amount
of energy and grace that you show yourself? Most of us would answer

12
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no to this question. This proposes a problem, because Jesus said, “Do
this and you will live.” Who can pass this test before God’s all seeing
eye? Only Jesus can.
Jesus came to fulfill the law of God (Matt. 5:17-18; Luke 24:44).
He is the only one who has perfectly demonstrated love for the Father
(Phil. 2:8). He is the only one who has loved His neighbors with the
same amount of care and concern as we typically reserve for ourselves
(John 14:13). Therefore, the only way to inherit eternal life is to trust
in the perfect obedience of Christ on our behalf.
What is the relationship between loving God, others, and ourselves? How
does a person’s view of themselves impact how they love God and others?

BIBLE SK ILL: Read, reflect on, and react emotionally to a Bible verse.
Reflect on Jesus’ directive in Luke 10:27. Read it several times
emphasizing different words each time. What implications does this
imperative have for you? What does the personal nature of Jesus’
command mean for you? What kinds of action are required for us to be
loving neighbors?

Jesus exposed the man’s attempt to justify himself. Consider
again the question: “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” (v. 25).
The wording is interesting. One does not typically earn an inheritance;
an inheritance is something one receives. An inheritance is something

Se s s ion 1 : Ne ig h b or s?
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you are born in to, or in this case, born-again in to. There are only two
options on the table. We are either justified before God through the
righteousness of Jesus Christ, or we can attempt to justify ourselves
before God on our merit.
The religious leader’s next question reveals his struggle to justify
himself. He asked Jesus: “And who is my neighbor?” If you cannot
perfectly fulfill God’s commands, your only option is to try to limit
the scope of God’s commands so that you can meet their standards.
In other words, who am I required to love?
Jesus challenged the notion of the man who assumed he could
determine who deserves love. Both rebellion and religion can be
ways of running from God. The first rebels against God through
licentiousness. The second rebels against God by legalism. Religious
people may have a difficult time seeing their need for Christ because
of their self-righteousness. They don’t think they need grace because
they have it all together. In the lawyer’s case, he assumed he was more
righteous than a Samaritan. Surely, the law expert knew Leviticus
19:17-18, which clearly identifies a neighbor as a fellow Israelite. But
what about Leviticus 19:33-34, which commands that Israelites treat
foreigners as fellow citizens?
How does self-righteousness come from comparing ourselves to others?
How does this comparison expose what we are reliant on for salvation?

THE STORY (LUKE 10:30-35)
30
Jesus took up the question and said, “A man was going down
from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of robbers. They
stripped him, beat him up, and fled, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest
happened to be going down that road. When he saw him, he passed
by on the other side. 32 In the same way, a Levite, when he arrived at
the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan
on his journey came up to him, and when he saw the man, he had
compassion. 34 He went over to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring
on olive oil and wine. Then he put him on his own animal, brought
him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two

14
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denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him.
When I come back I’ll reimburse you for whatever extra you spend.’

VERSES 30-32
The expert in the law wanted to “do something” to justify himself.
He desired to present himself before God, and those around him, as
one who fulfilled the law. But Jesus knew his heart, knowing that
the law expert was asking, “Where can I draw the line?” Jesus used a
parable to expose the problem. Once again, parables sneak up on us
because we listen to them as an outsider, standing in judgment on the
characters until we realize that we are just like the characters. This is
why Jesus’ story is so penetrating.
The characters in the story were going down from Jerusalem to
•Jericho, probably returning home after worshiping at the temple.
This was a common route, but it was also a dangerous road.
The terrain was barren with numerous hiding spots for bandits.
Robbers were notorious along this notoriously treacherous route.

DID YOU K NOW ?
The road from Jerusalem to Jericho was seventeen miles and dropped
from over 2,500 feet above sea level in Jerusalem to approximately 800
feet below sea level at Jericho.

A man going down this road was beaten, stripped naked, and left
for dead. Enter the first two characters, a pious priest and a legalistic
•Levite. We can assume they were returning from worship. The text
implies they deliberately steered clear of the bloodied man.
It is clear from their actions that this beaten man was not worthy of
their help. But here is the problem. According to Leviticus 19, it would
have been their duty to save him. Why would they choose to pass by?
Perhaps there was too much risk in helping. It could be a trap, and the
religious leaders would be beaten as well. Even more, contact with a
corpse, or someone near death, caused defilement for seven days and
required going through a purification ritual. Stopping to help was too
dangerous, too inconvenient, too costly.
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What might keep a person from going the extra mile when helping
someone else?

What types of people are generally viewed as outcasts in our society? How
would including them in this story impact how we understand this parable?

VERSES 33-35
This is where we see why Jesus’ story was so piercing. The one who
stopped and helped was not an Israelite but a •Samaritan. This
would throw the whole audience into a moral dilemma. It was the
Samaritan, hated by Jews, who actually fulfilled the law of Moses.
It was the Samaritan who loved his enemy as his neighbor, probably
getting bloody in the process. He took the risk of being beaten and
robbed, he took the risk of being blamed for his death, he took on
the cost of providing the expenses of the inn, where the beaten man
would recover.
By using a Samaritan rather than the Israelite as the positive
example, Jesus set up an embarrassing scenario for His questioner.
The religious leader began the conversation as the authority, looking
at the situation from the outside—asking who is a neighbor. In
Jesus’ story, the religious leader was forced to imagine himself as the
beaten man on the side of the road, judging who actually acted like
a neighbor.
Grace comes in surprising ways from sources we would seldom
expect. The Israelite’s enemy became the hero. The Samaritan was the
one who demonstrated love to his enemy, the Jew.
As we look back on this story, it’s as if we begin to see Jesus as the
true and greater “good Samaritan.” Aren’t we like the beaten man?
While we were the enemy, we were saved through the sacrifice of
Jesus. Genuine righteousness expresses itself in love for others. Have
we not been shown unmerited love by Christ? If so, then how can we
deny love to others—even if they are our enemies? Those who have
been given grace, show grace to others. Once again, one way to test
your love of God is to look at how you treat others.
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K E Y DOC TRINE: The Christian and Social Order
Christians should work to provide for the orphaned, the needy, the
abused, the aged, the helpless, and the sick (Jas. 1:27).

THE CHALLENGE (LUKE 10:36-37)
36
“Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 “The one who
showed mercy to him,” he said. Then Jesus told him, “Go and do
the same.”
VERSES 36-37
While the expert in the law did not want to recognize a Samaritan
as his neighbor, surely he recognized the act of neighborliness in the
story. Yet he couldn’t even bring himself to say the Samaritan showed
mercy. He simply said, the one who showed mercy to him. This only
drove home Jesus’ point. For the questioner, the words Samaritan and
neighbor were contradictory.
The point of the parable is to cause us to examine the expression
and extent of our love for others. The expert in the law was focused
on the extent of the law, but Jesus’ focus was on the intent of the law.
True love of God causes us to love those created in the image of God.
That means all people.
The questioner had asked, “What do I have to do?” Jesus
questioned him back, “What kind of person are you?” The second
question answers the first.
Jesus said: Go and do the same. What does this mean for us? Our
relationship to God is expressed through our relationships with the
people around us. Too often we resemble the expert in the law and
want parameters for showing compassion and mercy. This is how we
like our truth: neatly packaged and easily attainable. This parable
challenges our passivity and self-interest.
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APPLY THE TEXT
• Jesus exposes our attempts to justify ourselves.
• Jesus communicates with us in ways that we can understand.
• Jesus expects His followers to extend grace for all people.
What things are you doing in an effort to justify yourself? Ask God to
expose those actions to you and for the courage to take action based
upon what He tells you.

What are several practical ways your group can show openness
to others? What changes might your group need to make to be
more inclusive?

Who in your life could use a “good Samaritan” right now?
What can you do to help them?

PRAYER NEEDS
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