
Irrigation Systems 💦 Sod Care & Maintenance 💚

Irrigation Systems should be opened after the threat of frost has  passed, typically in
May. Check to ensure drain valves are closed, as well as backflow bleeder valves, and slowly
open the main gate valve. This valve is located in front of the backflow assembly, typically the
round gate valve. Check the mainline, valves, & backflow device for any sign of leakage. Check
your timer, back-up battery, and set the program for days & times. Go through the zones one at
a time, checking for coverage and any damage to heads. Prune any excess lawn or plant
growth away from the sprinkler heads. Inspect sprinkler heads for proper coverage and adjust
as necessary. If clogged, unscrew the head casing or nozzle and check the filer at the base or
stem of the head. Clean out with air or water and reconnect. We suggest checking the system
a minimum of two times during the active season. It is especially helpful during periods of
severe weather changes, such as increased rain or periods of drought.

Winterizing The System: Shut the main gate valve. Bleed the backflow valve and the individual
zone valves. Check the system for damage. We recommend leaving the clocks plugged in to
maintain the programming and prevent valves from getting stuck.

Spring Activation & Winterization service appointments are available. Use our website request
form or contact us directly to schedule a service appointment. sales@creekscapedesign.com.

SOD CARE & MAINTENANCE

● Avoid heavy traffic on the lawn for 14 days (this includes all pets)
● Keep the sod consistently watered for 14 days
● Fertilize after the 3rd mowing
● Mow when the lawn is 3” high

WATERING
The sod will require consistent moisture for the next 14-20 days to ensure strong and even root
development. If sod is installed during hot weather (over 80 F) water 2x/day for the first 3-5
days, then once a day for the next 7-10 days. After that water every other day for a week. The
lawn should be watered thoroughly, providing about 1” of water per week. Water approx. 10-15
min. 2x/day, early morning and late afternoon. Adjust the schedule according to the weather,
with more frequent applications during hot, dry, or windy weather.

Watering is recommended during the morning hours, between 5am - 8am to reduce
vaporization and evaporation. Watering in the late evenings is strongly discouraged as the
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dampness at night can create an environment for fungus blights and other diseases. Sod is
extremely perishable. It can dry out very quickly in sunny, windy weather, shrink and die.
Water established lawns 1”/week during the dry summer to keep lawn looking green. Adjust
the schedule according to the weather, with more frequent applications during hot, dry, or
windy weather.

FERTILIZING
The new lawn should be fertilized with an organic fertilizer 1x/month or with a slow-release
fertilizer 3x/year, spring, summer, and fall. Sometimes an application of lime is necessary for
the early winter to raise pH allowing more nutrients to become available. Visit your local garden
center to purchase these products.

OVER-SEEDING
If sod gets too much shade, it will gradually thin out. This thinning will require some
over-seeding. Follow directions on the seed package for the rate of application, etc. Use an
appropriate seed mix for the area.

MOWING
Reduce the watering before your mow to allow the ground to become firm. Mow the lawn as
soon as the new sod is well-rooted, normally 10-14 days. Mow at the 2-2.5” or above and mow
frequently enough that you never remove more than ½-1” at a time. Keep a consistent mowing
schedule. Keep mower blades sharp for the cleanest, safest cut. Sharpen mower blades once
a year. Lawns cut with dull blades lose moisture more rapidly, are more subject to disease, and
take on a lighter, almost grayish cast. This comes from the shredded ends of the grass blades
drying out and turning a pale brown.
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