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be more pressure on NOCs to establish 
active athletes Commissions.  The ONOC 
constitution is being redrafted to reflect 
the importance of having an athletes 
Commission.

Reports were presented on the Voices 
of the Athletes, which is gaining 
momentum. We went over the plan for 
the coming year re the Voices of the 
Athletes Program and how we will run it 
out through the pacific for 2009.
Time was spent on wording and creating 
our brochures for print.

International Athletes Commission 
Athletes Career Program.

4 years ago at the IOC Athletes Forum 
the athletes stressed to the IOC of 
the importance of career transition for 
athletes. The IOC ACP program was 
launched.
This year we have introduced the 
program to Oceania.

The three pillars for the program are.
1. Life Skills – this is Internet based and 
 will be launched late 2009
2. Education – the IOC is helping NOCs 

identify athlete friendly education 
establishments

3. Job Placement – contract with the 
 global company Adecco.

Most the islands don’t have Adecco so 
the IOC is funding outreach programs in 
the islands.

Vanuatu was the first launch of this 
program following the ONOC AC 
meeting.

Patrick Glennon manager of the IOC 
ACP program presented to the athletes 
on the game plan and networking and 
the importance of both these skills in an 
athletes life.

The 2nd presentation of this program 
was in given by Barbara Kendall to the 
athletes, Managers, and coaches in the 
Cook Islands.

The presentation was over 2 evenings 
and covered:
Dreams, goal setting, nerves, stress, 
peaking, game plan, networking, resume 
building, and public speaking.

The feedback was very positive
“Beneficial in all area’s of life sport, 
career, family friends etc”
“It builds self esteem and confidence in 
your sport”
We are hoping to roll the program out into 
more NOCs 2010.

Finally the ONOC AC was out in force 
during the Mini Pacific Games in the 
Cook Islands under the voices of the 
athletes program. A breakfast was held to 
discuss what an athletes Commission is 
the importance and how to start one up.

The following athletes attended.
Andrew Kometa KIR, Anolyn Lulu VAN, 
Arnold Sorina VAN, Georgina Venning 
TOK, Kaitinano Mwenmewata KIR, 
Lafaele Vulu TOK, Leena Pratt FIJ, Naca 
Takayawa FIJ, Manuel Minginfel FSM, 
Monalisa Leka FSM, Tagifano Soonalole 
SAM, Van Wright SAM, Mary Mahuk VAN, 
Barbara Kendall NZL, Lawrence Lahari 
PNG.

This will now be regular meetings during 
games.

The ONOC Athletes Commission is 
really looking forward to 2010 as we 
gain momentum in our work throughout 
Oceania.

Any questions please contact Barbara@
barbarakendall.com
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The Athletes Commission met in Vanuatu 
in May.

The Athletes Commission has had a 
change of members for 2010.
I would like to thank Mary Mahuk VAN 
she has done such an awesome job 
for the last 8 years for the athletes of 
Oceania and her help and expertise in 
all area’s of our commission have been 
invaluable. Thanks to Nacaniel Takayawa 
FIJ for his help over the last 8 years in 
helping establish and support within our 
commission. Finally Natalie Cook has 
replaced Allana Slater from AUS. Thanks 
to Allana for her three years of efficiency 
and enthusiasm.

The New Commission members are.
Barbara Kendall NZL. - Chairperson - 
Andrew Lepani PNG, Natalie Cook AUS, 
Leena Pratt FIJ, Julieanne Westenrupp 
COK, 

At the meeting we were also joined by the 
voices of the athlete’s representatives, 
Nacaniel Takayawa FIJ, Mary Mahuk 
VAN, Joanne Ferris STOP HIV and 
Natanya Potoi RADO

We also invited athletes from the 
following NOCs Ofisa Ofisa SAM, 
Nakibae Kitiseni TUV, John Tarkong PAL, 
Ana Pouhila TON, and several Vanuatu 
athletes.

Barbara did a presentation on the how 
the Olympic Movement works and how 
the Athletes Commission fits into it.  The 
structure of an Athletes commission, 
what it can do and how to start up an 
athlete’s commission.

All these presentations are all available 
on request.

The IOC congress in Copenhagen 
was a huge turning point for the 
Athletes around the world. Most of 
the recommendations that came out 
of the congress were centered on the 
importance of the athletes and keeping 
in touch with them. This is why we have 
athletes Commissions. There will now 
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