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Slowly but surely athlete commissions around 
Oceania are gaining momentum and adding 
value to our organisations. This year the new 
constitution comes into effect and we look 
forward to working with your NOC to ensure 
the athletes voice is heard.

We are all excited about this next quadrennial 
and the progress we hope to make in 
empowering our athletes to be leaders, to get 
involved and to achieve on the world stage.

I would like to thank my outgoing ONOC 
Athlete Commission Members for the amazing 
contribution they have made over the last 
four years. It has been such a pleasure and 
a privilege working with you. Natalie Cook, 
Andrew Lepani, Jules Westrupp and Leena 
Pratt. They have been an amazing team to 
work with, please continue with your same 
passion and commitment in empowering our 
athletes. I will certainly be keeping in contact 
to keep you in all involved.

The new athletes commission will be 
nominated and the first meeting will be at the 
ONOC Annual General Assembly in Fiji April 
15th to 21st. We will invite the old members 
so we can pass on the knowledge and 
information to all.

CURRENT STATUS OF ATHLETES 
COMMISSIONS IN OCEANIA
At present we have 10 of the 17 NOC’s with 
athletes commissions that we know are active 
and compliant.

AUSTRALIA, COOKS, FIJI, FSM, GUAM, 
NEW ZEALAND, PNG, PALAU, TONGA, 
VANUATU.
I am still working with the Marshall Islands, 
Nauru, American Samoa and Samoa they 
have showed interest but there is nothing 
official from their NOC yet. 

We have tool kits to help in forming a 
compliant athletes commission and easy 
steps to take to ensure you have an active 
athletes commission that will add value to 
your organization. 

ONOC AC TOOL KIT
1.  IOC Athlete Commission 

Recommendations
2.  ONOC Athletes Commission Constitution
3. How to set up an Athletes Commission
4.  Examples of Terms of Reference for 

Athletes Commissions
5.  Samples of Athletes Questionnaires to 

give feedback
6.  IOC blogging guidelines

IOC ATHLETES CAREER PROGRAM,  
“EXCELLENCE FOR LIFE” 
This year only one outreach workshop was 
held due to being a very busy Olympic Year. 
The Cook Islands were the lucky ones. Thirty 
athletes attended over the 3 evenings and 
were educated in dreams to results, the 
game plan for success and networking. 
Barbara also spent time helping the Cook 
Island Athletes Commission with their terms 
of reference and assist them with their 
executive. 

The feedback was fantastic and I look forward 
to seeing some results.

“EXCELLENCE FOR LIFE” DIARIES
During the London Olympics all Athletes 
from Oceania were presented with a life 
skills diary to assist them in their excellence 
for life and for the learning of life skills. Big 
thanks to Natalie Cook for organizing this 
and to Natanya Potoi for assisting. We will be 
reviewing the success of this and hope to be 
using this as a tool in the future for athletes.

ONOC Athletes Commission

"During the London Olympics all Athletes from Oceania were presented with 
a life skills diary to assist them in their excellence for life and for the learning 
of life skills."
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2013 “EXCELLENCE FOR LIFE”
We hope to get to many of the NOC’s during 
2013. This will be possible as we have 
secured a budget from the IOC and Natalie 
Cook from Australia (5 times Olympian and 
champion) will be also be a facilitator of the 
delivery.

OTHER MEETINGS OF INTEREST.
Andrew Lepani attended the ANOC general 
assembly in Russia representing ONOC 
Athletes Commission at the regional athletes 
commission meeting.  This meeting resulted 

in ANOC wanting to establish an official 
athletes commission with the chairs of each 
region and a representative to sit on the 
ANOC executive board.
 
I attended the IOC Athletes Career Program 
Forum where great progress is being made 
with Adecco worldwide. Both Australia and 
New Zealand have signed up to the programs 
that help athletes with job placement and 
training after their career in sport.

I attended the IOC Woman in Sport Forum in 
Los Angeles representing our athletes. One of 
the recommendations that the woman in sport 
commissions collaborate in helping mentoring 
young female athletes into leadership roles.

The ONOC Athletes Commission looks 
forward to working with you all to ensure the 
success of the Olympic Movement

Chair
Barbara Kendall 
IOC Member

OCEANIA NATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEES 2012 ANNUAL REPORT



27

GET YOUR NOC INVOLVED TODAY
Working alongside educators from the multi-
award winning New Zealand NGO Sustainable 
Coastlines you can:

-  Provide important skills to athletes and 
sporting representatives 

-  Turn athletes into educators and event 
managers

-  Achievable and locally specific solutions 
to environmental challenges

"Funding is available for your athletes to gain valuable leadership skills while 
giving back to hometown coastlines and communities, through the new 
Voices of the Athletes’ Sport and the Environment Program."

-  Create long-lasting educational resources 
for your people

- Improve the image of your NOC, add 
value to existing sponsors and develop 
new sponsorships

For more information, 
visit: www.sustainablecoastlines.org

To initiate a program contact Sustainable 
Coastlines Co Founder Sam Judd 
sam@sustainablecoastlines.org

Athletes and the public celebrate after Ela beach clean-up
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IF THERE IS SPACE FOR A SECOND PAGE 
AND IT DOESN’T DOUBLE UP ON 
CONTENT FROM PNGSFOC :
Initial results from the first phase of the ‘Love 
your Coast’ project in conjunction with the 
Papua New Guinea Sports Federation and 
Olympic Committee have proven the amazing 
effectiveness of this program.

- 4 weeks
- 1,456 athletes and sporting 

representatives educated
- 1,805 school students educated
- 800 people involved in clean-up activities
- Wide-ranging financial and operational 

support from all sectors 

Athlete Survey results:
-  93% of participants learned from the 

information they received
-  97% of participants would share 

the information they learned during 
presentations with others

-  95% of participants would change their 
behaviour around littering and disposal of 
rubbish as a result of what they learned

General public engage with educational displays

Kila Mala (PNGSFOC) presenting to cricket players

PNG National Triathete Mairi Feeger 
making art from beach rubbish
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