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Editors Note

Namaste BhaarateeyaNamaste Bhaarateeya

Maharshis Valmiki (in Ramayana), Vyasa (in Mahabharata) and others in other Puranas 
have spoken about people, though capable, spending their lives as mere witnesses to 

adhaarmic deeds.

These people are actually considered participants in the misdeeds and so will have to carry 
the burden of sin of committing the deeds themselves.

In addition to the philosophical address of the topic, the practical result of such inaction can 
be seen in today’s world with the spread of adhaarmic forces by coercion with temptations 
or force of fear.

Chanakya had cautioned a couple of millenia ago that an enemy’s conquest is complete 
only when the victim’s culture is attacked and captured. And that is exactly what has been 
attempted by both islamic marauders and western forces, both unvicilised, against our 
Universal Sanatana Dharma. To a considerable extent the efforts have been successful.

Dr Rajiv Malhotra, to whom this special edition of Bharateeya Pragnya is dedicated, is rightly 
called ‘Intellectual Kshatriya’. His spoken words and written works have been forthright 
in the cause of rallying and countering such ill-intended forces and efforts in all walks of 
current day, academic, political, social and economical. In his works he brings the dangers 
of ignorance, ignoring facts even if known and inaction after knowing.  He follows the ‘Awake 
and Arise’ call of Swami Vivekananda to the word and spirit.

Eminent and deep thinking authors have brought forth Dr Rajiv’s works and their essence 
elegantly and effectively.  We also bring some of the excerpts of Dr Rajiv’s excellent works 
into this issue.

We trust that the articles carry out their imminent purpose of kindling and rekindling 
thoughts and actions of participating in the effort to strengthen Sanatana Dharma and thus 
establishing universal peace and harmony.

Sahaveeryam karvaamahe is the vedic chant, very appropriate to this endeavour.
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Rajiv Malhotra (born 15 September 1950) is a celebrated Indian-born American author, 
influencer, founder of Infinity Foundation which focuses on Indic studies and also funds 
projects such as Columbia University’s project to translate the Tibetan Buddhist Tengyur. 
Malhotra promotes the Indic View on Indic Culture. Malhotra has written prolifically in 
opposition to the western academic study of Indian culture and society, which denigrates 
the tradition and undermines the interests of India “by encouraging the paradigms that 
oppose its unity and integrity”. 
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Malhotra studied physics at  St. Stephen’s College, 
Delhi  and computer science at  Syracuse University.    
Rajiv Malhotra was trained initially as a Physicist, and 
then as a Computer Scientist specializing in Artificial 
Intelligence in the 1970s. After a successful corporate 
career in the US, he became an entrepreneur and 
founded and ran several IT companies in 20 countries. 
He exited all for-profit activities in the early 1990s, 
at the age of 44, to establish the Infinity Foundation 
at  Princeton, New Jersey  in 1995. Malhotra had 
been a speaker at an international conference 
held over the Center for Indic Studies,  University of 
Massachusetts, Dartmouth and was a board member 
of the Foundation for Indic Philosophy and Culture at 
the  Claremont Colleges.  He also wrote extensively 
on internet discussion groups and e-magazines.  In 
October 2018, Malhotra was appointed as honorary 
visiting professor at the Centre for Media Studies 
at Jawharlal Nehru University, Delhi.  On 6 November 
2018, he delivered his first lecture organized by the 
School of Sanskrit and Indic studies on the topic of 
Sanskrit non-translatables. He has, on a full-time 
basis, been researching civilizations from a historical, 
social sciences and mind sciences perspective. He 
has authored several best-selling books. Infinity 
Foundation has also published a 14-volume series on 
the History of Indian Science & Technology.

After Infinity Foundation in 1994;  Malhotra founded 
Educational Council of Indic Traditions (ECIT) in 2000. 
The stated goals were to fight the misrepresentation 
of ancient Indian religions and to document the 
contributions of India to world civilization. The 
Foundation has given more than 400 grants for 
research, education and community work and has 
provided small grants to major universities in support 
of programs including a visiting professorship in Indic 
studies at Harvard University, Yoga and Hindi classes 
at  Rutgers University, the research and teaching of 
non-dualistic philosophies at  University of Hawaii, 
Global Renaissance Institute and a Center for 
Buddhist studies at  Columbia University, a program 

in religion and science at University of California, an 
endowment for the Center for Advanced Study of 
India at  University of Pennsylvania, and lectures at 
the Center for Consciousness Studies at  University 
of Arizona. The foundation has provided funding for 
journals like Education about Asia  and International 
Journal of Hindu Studies and for the establishment of 
the Mahatma Gandhi Center for Global Non-violence 
at James Madison University. 

He also serves as Chairman of the Board of Governors 
of the Center for Indic Studies at the University of 
Massachusetts, Dartmouth, and is on the Advisory 
Board of the Indian Institute of Advanced Studies, 
Shimla. Infinity Foundation has given more than 
400 grants for research, education and community 
work. This includes strategic grants to major US 
universities in support of pioneering programs. In 
India, the foundation has funded and organized some 
of the earliest and largest international conferences 
on Indian Mind Sciences, Comparative Religion, 
and related topics. The foundation’s affiliate, Infinity 
Foundation India regularly conducts Swadeshi 
Indology Conferences to spread its ideas through 
scholarly publications, video series, and e-learning 
courses. It has also been translating many of Rajiv’s 
books, dubbing and subtitling his popular videos into 
Indian languages, and developing animated videos to 
explain his major key concepts.

Examples of some trailblazing efforts

HIST Series (History of Indian Science & Technology)

Science today is equated with the West and the vast 
and significant contributions to science made in India 
have been often ignored. Infinity Foundation has so 
far sponsored research and publication of 14 volumes 
of the HIST series, each developed as a multi-year 
project by well-established academicians using the 
highest standards. This is project is modeled along 
the lines of Joseph Needham’s famous series to 
make China’s contributions to global knowledge 
known to scholars worldwide.

A glimpse into Rajiv 
Malhotra’s life and his work
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Sanskrit Non-Translatables

Rajiv is building a new series of educational 
videos, e-learning courses and books on the very 
innovative movement to protect Sanskrit Non-
Translatable terms. The aim of this project is to 
Sanskritize English for the present times. It will 
accomplish this by explaining why certain Sanskrit 
words should not be translated into English 
because there are no equivalent English terms. All 
such translations are distortions due to serious 
deficiencies in the English language. The Sanskrit 
originals are essential to convey the whole range 
of meanings in appropriate contexts. This work is 
being is being done for various knowledge domains 
(pari-bhashas) like Philosophy, Performing Arts, 
Ayurveda, Mathematics and various others. This 
will educate our Anglicized youth and help them get 
realigned with their heritage.

The Indian Grand Narrative

All nations have their own identity forming stories 
which helps them build their national and global 
identity. These stories, a combination of facts 
and myths form what is called as the grand 
narrative of a people. India alone lacks such a 
grand narrative, and, instead there are narratives 
of the fragments which serve to emotionally and 
conceptually break up India rather than build it. 
Many negative narratives have become popular 
consisting of defeats, misery, abuse and human 
rights atrocities. The academic field, media, civic 
society and even government need a heavy dose of 
a positive grand narrative as the basis of identity 
formation. This movement has already gathered 
support and is helping counter the centrifugal 
forces. Several publications, videos, conferences 
are planned.
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Study on Comparative Religions

A key interest of Rajiv has been to interpret the 
Dharma for our times, a need he considers vital given 
the sweeping changes and challenges we face.

An example of original thinking is his novel 
framework that classifies religions according to their 
dependence on history. For followers of history-centric 
(Abrahamic) religions, truth-claims based on history 
are more significant than the scriptural message 
itself. History-centric dogma such as original sin 
and resurrection become critical beliefs and no 
compromise can be made on their acceptance. This 
explains the centrality of Nicene Creed to all major 
Christian denominations. Followers of history-centric 
religions believe that the God revealed His message 
through a special prophet and that the message is 
secured in scriptures. This special access to God is 
available only to these intermediaries or prophets and 
not to any other human beings.

Dharma traditions do not hold history central to their 
faith. For example, Buddha emphasized that his 
enlightenment was merely a discovery of a reality 
that is always there. He was not bringing any new 
covenants from any God. The personal life history of 
the Buddha is not necessary for Buddhist principles 
to work on people today. In fact, Buddha stated that 
he was neither the first nor the last person to have 
achieved the state of enlightenment. He also asserted 
that he was not God nor sent by any God as a prophet, 
and whatever he discovered was available to every 
human to discover for himself. This sharp contrast 
and study of religions using a dharmic drishti is the 
first of its kind and a trailblazing effort from Rajiv. 
And it has inspired lakhs and lakhs of Indians trying 
to understand their roots in a new light.

Indian Mind Sciences

The paradigms underlying the Indian traditions 
challenge the materialistic metaphysics underlying 

modern physical and biological sciences. While these 
Western sciences have produced impressive results, 
their dogmatic adherence to a materialist paradigm 
has restrained their ability to fully understand the 
nature of consciousness. In this context, Infinity 
Foundation has done pioneering work to bring the 
theories of Indian psychology and mind sciences 
to the fore by conducting conferences at numerous 
premier institutions in India – IITs, Delhi University 
and several others. This led to the creation of a formal 
discipline of Indian Psychology in some universities 
in India.

While the above is one part of what Rajiv and Infinity 
Foundation has done, the second part is Rajiv’s path 
breaking work in identifying and studying Western 
scholars who appropriated Indian mind sciences and 
reformulated these ideas into their own paradigms 
without acknowledging the Indian sources. This work 
has no parallel in the world.

Perspective on Globalization

One of Rajiv Malhotra’s key research interests is the 
competition of civilizations in a world of increasingly 
scarce resources, and what role India will play in this 
encounter. He posits that three civilizations, each with 
its own distinct history, sense of purpose, identity 
and grand narrative are competing for leadership on 
the global stage: China, Pan-Islam, and the West. He 
investigates different scenarios under which India 
may participate – presenting different outcomes 
for India as a nation-state and its civilizational 
foundations.

Creating new vocabulary

To express his original ideas, Rajiv has coined 
some terms which have become a part of today’s 
vocabulary for the dharmically minded. Phrases like 
Breaking India, Indian Grand Narrative, Hindu Open-
Architecture, Mutual Respect, History-Centrism, 
Digestion, Hinduphobia, and many others have been 
popularized by him as part of everyday usage.
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Books



Bharatiya Pragna | March - 2023 9

Breaking India, 2011

This book is about how India differs from the West. It 
aims to challenge certain cherished notions, such as 
the assumptions that Western paradigms are universal 
and that the dharmic traditions teach ‘the same thing’ 
as Jewish and Christian ones. For while the Vedas 
say, ‘truth is one, paths are many’, the differences 
among those paths are not inconsequential. I will 
argue that the dharmic traditions, while not perfect, 
offer perspectives and techniques for a genuinely 
pluralistic social order and a full integration of many 
different faiths, including atheism and science. They 
also offer models for environmental sustainability 
and education for the whole being that are invaluable 
to our emerging world. The book hopes to set the 
terms for a deeper and more informed engagement 
between dharmic and Western civilizations.

(About the book in Dr Rajiv Malhotra’s words:

This book has emerged as a result of several 
experiences that have deeply influenced my research 

and scholarship over the past decade. In the 1990s, 
an African-American scholar at Princeton University 
casually told me that he had returned from a trip 
to India, where he was working with the ‘Afro-Dalit 
Project’. I learnt that this USoperated and -financed 
project frames inter-jati/varna interactions and the 
Dalit movement using American cultural and historical 
lenses. The Afro-Dalit project purports to paint Dalits 
as the ‘Blacks’ of India and non-Dalits as India’s 
‘Whites’. The history of American racism, slavery 
and Black/White relations is thus superimposed 
onto Indian society. While modern caste structures 
and inter-relationships have included long periods 
of prejudice toward Dalits, the Dalit experience bears 
little resemblance to the African slave experience 
of America. But taking its cue from the American 
experience, the Afro-Dalit project attempts to 
empower Dalits by casting them as victims at the 
hands of a different race.

Separately, I had been studying and writing about 
the ‘Aryans’, as to who they were, and whether the 
origin of Sanskrit and Vedas was an import by 
‘invaders’ or indigenous to India. In this context, 
I sponsored numerous archeological, linguistic 
and historical conferences and book projects, in 
order to get deeper into the discourse. This led 
me to research the colonial-era construction of 
the Dravidian identity, which did not exist prior to 
the nineteenth century and was fabricated as an 
identity in opposition to the Aryans. Its survival 
depends upon belief in the theory of foreign Aryans 
and their misdeeds.

I had also been researching the US Church’s funding 
of activities in India, such as the popularly advertised 
campaigns to ‘save’ poor children by feeding, clothing 
and educating them. In fact, when I was in my 
twenties living in the US, I sponsored one such child 
in South India. However, during trips to India, I often 
felt that the funds collected were being used not so 
much for the purposes indicated to sponsors, but for 
indoctrination and conversion activities. Additionally, 
I have been involved in numerous debates in the US 
with think-tanks, independent scholars, human rights 
groups and academics, specifically on their treatment 
of Indian society as a sort of scourge that the west had 
to ‘civilize’. I coined the phrase ‘caste, cows and curry’ 
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to represent the exotic and sensational portrayals 
of India’s social and economic problems and their 
interpretation these as ‘human rights’ issues.

I decided to track the major organizations involved in 
promulgating these various theories, as well as those 
spearheading political pressure, and eventually the 
prosecution of India on the grounds of human rights 
violations. My research included following the money 
trail by using the provisions of financial disclosure 
in the US, studying the promotional materials given 
out by most such organizations, and monitoring 
their conferences, workshops and publications. I 
investigated the individuals behind such activities 
and their institutional affiliations.

Being Different, 2013

India is more than a nation state. It is also a unique 
civilization with philosophies and cosmologies that 
are markedly distinct from the dominant culture of 
our times – the West. India’s spiritual traditions spring 

from dharma which has no exact equivalent in western 
frameworks. Unfortunately, in the rush to celebrate 
the growing popularity of India on the world stage, 
its civilizational matrix is being digested into western 
universalism, thereby diluting its distinctiveness and 
potential. This book addresses the challenge of direct 
and honest engagement on differences, by reversing 
the gaze, repositioning India from being the observed 
to the observer.

Academic Hinduphobia, 2016

In the late 1990s, a major controversy broke when 
I started to critique Wendy Doniger’s depictions 
of Hinduism which most Hindus found vulgar and 
outright insulting. Some were too embarrassed to 
face them while many others found it too controversial 
to go public with their feelings. What started out 
as my debate with her students quickly turned into 
public outrage. There were numerous demands 
for better representation by practicing Hindus in 
the scholarship about their tradition. Soon after my 
initial articles, Wendy Doniger’s own University of 
Chicago® Magazine interviewed me and did a large 
and balanced coverage. It was their leading story. The 
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Doniger camp was shaken up at the vulnerability of 
this icon of Hindu studies.

Indra’s Net, 2016

This book offers a detailed, systematic rejoinder 
to such views, and articulates Hindu dharma’s 
multi-dimensional, holographic understanding of 
reality. Originating in the Atharva Veda, the concept 
of Indra’s Net is a powerful metaphor for this 
inter-relatedness. It is fashionable among many 
intellectuals to parrot that dharma traditions lacked 
any semblance of unity before the British period, 
and that the contours of contemporary Hinduism 
were bequeathed to us by our colonial masters. 
Such intellectuals often target Swami Vivekananda, 
accusing him of camouflaging various alleged 
‘contradictions’ among the systems of dharma. 
He gets charged with appropriating ideas from 
Western religion and science to ‘manufacture’ a 
coherent worldview and set of practices known as 
Hinduism. This slanderous thesis is feeding the 
view that Hinduism is an illegitimate façade with 
oppressive motives.

Battle for Sanskrit, 2017

There is a new awakening that is challenging 
the ongoing westernization of the discourse 
about India. The Battle for Sanskrit seeks to alert 
traditional scholars of Sanskrit and sanskriti  Indian 
civilization  concerning an important school of 
thought that has its base in the US and that has 
started to dominate the discourse on the cultural, 
social and political aspects of India. This academic 
field is called Indology or Sanskrit studies. From 
their analysis of Sanskrit texts, the scholars of this 
field are intervening in modern Indian society with 
the explicitly stated purpose of removing ‘poisons’ 
allegedly built into these texts. They hold that many 
Sanskrit texts are socially oppressive and serve as 
a political weapon of the ruling elite; that the sacred 
aspects need to be refuted or side lined; and that 
Sanskrit has long been dead. The traditional Indian 
experts would outright reject or at least question 
these positions.
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Sanskrit Non-Translatables, 2020

The Importance of Sanskritizing English.

Sanskrit Non-Translatables is a path-breaking and 
audacious attempt at Sanskritizing the English 
language and enriching it with powerful Sanskrit 
words. It continues the original and innovative idea 
of non-translatability of Sanskrit, first introduced in 
the book, Being Different. For English readers, this 
should be the starting point of the movement to resist 
the digestion of Sanskrit into English, by introducing 
loanwords into their English vocabulary without 
translation. The book presents a thorough mechanism 
of the process of digestion and examines the loss of 
adhikara for Sanskrit language because of translating 
its core ideas into English. The movement launched 
by this book will resist this and stop the programs 
that seek to turn Sanskrit into a dead language by 
translating all its treasures to render it redundant. 
It discusses 54 non-translatables across various 
genres that are being commonly mis-translated. It 
empowers English speakers with the knowledge and 
arguments to introduce these Sanskrit words into 

their daily speech with confidence. Every lover of 
India’s sanskriti will benefit from the book and become 
a cultural ambassador propagating it through routine 
communications.

AI & The Future of Power, 2020 

Artificial Intelligence is only partially visible, just 
like an iceberg. To understand it fully, we must 
look beneath the surface. The positive side is that 
technology is making machines smarter. However, 
the deeper view explained in this book shows that AI is 
also making a growing number of people cognitively 
and psychologically dependent on digital networks. 
Whether you are a social media fanatic, a diehard 
AI aficionado, or a paranoid sceptic, it is impossible 
to escape the ubiquitous impact of AI. Artificial 
Intelligence is the brains bringing together quantum 
computing, nanotechnology, medical technology, 
brain-machine interface, robotics, aerospace, 
5G, Internet of Things, and more. It is amplifying 
human ingenuity and disrupting the foundations 
of healthcare, military, entertainment, education, 
marketing and manufacturing. Artificial Intelligence 
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and The Future of Power argues that this AI-driven 
revolution will have an unequal impact on different 
segments of humanity. There will be new winners 
and losers, new haves and have-nots, resulting in an 
unprecedented concentration of wealth and power.

Snakes in the Ganga, 2022

Breaking India 2.0

Snakes in the Ganga Unveils uncomfortable truths 
concerning India’s vulnerabilities:

* Intense warfare against India’s integrity is the work 
of a well-orchestrated global machinery driven by a 
new ideology.

* Marxism has been reincarnated as Critical Race 
Theory in US academia and serves as the framework 
to address America’s racism. This has been 
recklessly mapped on to India:  Caste is equated 
with Race.  Marginalized communities of India are 
considered as Blacks and Brahmins as the Whites of 
India. Groups claiming grievances (like Muslims and 
LGBTQ+) are artificially clubbed together.

* Popularly called the Woke movement, the mission is 
to dismantle Indian civilization and heritage by waging 
an uncompromising war against India’s government, 
educational institutions, culture, industry, and society.

*  Harvard University is Ground Zero  of these social 
theories developed in collaboration with Indian 
scholars, activists, journalists and artists. This 
represents a clear and present danger to India's 
sovereignty and national security.

* Several Indian elites are hoisting Harvard as 
the vishwa guru with their money and family names. 
Some private universities within India are importing 
Wokeism that has serious repercussions for India’s 
stability.

* Indian corporates are bringing the latest Western 
rubric of Environmental, Social, and Governance 
ratings into their workplace. This is aligned with the 
global Social Justice movement.

* China has exploited this latest infrastructure as a 
passage to India.

* Wokeism has penetrated some of the Indian 
government’s policies. For instance, the National 
Education Policy 2020 is propagating Harvard’s 
liberal arts.

* An entire ecosystem of ideologies, institutions and 
young leaders is emerging for the recolonization of 
India.
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The Power of Future Machines, 2023

Essays on Artificial Intelligence

The Power of Future Machines is a collection of 
essays by experts exploring the future impact of 
Artificial Intelligence (Al) in various fields of human 
endeavor. Building upon the dialectical and analytical 
framework provided in the book Artificial Intelligence 
and the Future of Power: 5 Battlegrounds, experts from 
various fields (military, geopolitics, strategic affairs, 
physics, policy and others) engage and describe for a 
wider audience the potential impact of Al. Given their 
specific vantage points and deriving from their areas 
of expertise, this anthology makes for a fascinating 
read. The essays discuss how Al will affect policy 
making, both in narrow areas of expertise as well 
as its effect on humanity at large. Aimed at policy 
makers, experts and also for a broader audience, 
these varied perspectives on Al add something vital 
to the current skewed Al discourse.

The Battle for IITs, 2023

A Defense of Meritocracy
The IITs are under attack!
This has serious legal implications and severe 
consequences for the IITs across India, its students, 
and faculty. More broadly, it impacts India’s 
engineering education. Such concerted attacks will 
follow the IIT engineer and other tech professionals 
to their workplace anywhere in the world. Harvard 
University’s Woke machinery is behind this attack 
and we need to understand the sophistication that 
backs it. This book’s evidence-based rebuttal gives 
IITians and other engineers the toolkit to tackle false 
accusations of being casteist bigots.
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Ten Heads Of Ravana, 2023

A Critique of Hinduphobic Scholars 

, 

In this collection of essays,Authors Dr. K.S. Kannan, 
Dr. H.R. Meera, Manogna Sastry, Subhodeep 
Mukhopadhyay, T.N Sudarshan , Dr. Sharda 
Narayanan, Anurag Sharma, and Divya Reddy have 
brought to light, through rigorous evidence-based 
research, numerous factual inaccuracies, willful 
misrepresentation and deliberate distortions in the 
scholarship of many such intellectual heads of the 
modern Rāvana.

Varna Jati Caste, 2023

A Primer on Indian Social Structures

Caste is being used as a major weapon to shame 
Hindus. This crisp and easy primer presents a 
powerful counter to Western Universalism’s harsh 
attacks on caste. It is a long over-due toolkit to help 
all open-minded people gain an understanding of the 
subtleties of Hinduism’s complex social order. This 
social structure has, after all, produced a civilization 
with unparalleled diversity. The Vedic worldview 
along with the historical journey of Varna and Jati 
demolishes the prevailing myths about caste.

 Myths that are demolished in this book!

• Hinduism is Inseparable from Caste!

• Caste is Responsible for India’s Backwardness!.

• The Caste System Causes Fissures in Society

• Western Approaches to Diversity Are Superior to 
Vedic Approaches
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Breaking India virus has upgraded itself, but Delhi is 
still using the old, almost expired antidote

‘Breaking India 1.0 was aimed at poor people in the 
villages and trying to convert them, make them fight 
the system, etc. Breaking India 2.0, in sharp contrast, 
targets the children of the elites and brainwashes 
them,’ says Rajiv Malhotra

When Rajiv Malhotra, with Aravindan Neelakandan, 
wrote  Breaking India  in 2011, he premised his 
argument around how India’s integrity was being 
undermined by three global networks with their 
well-entrenched bases inside and outside the 
country: Islamic radicalism pushed and promoted 
by Pakistan; Maoism implicitly supported by China 
and their Nepali intermediaries; and, Dravidian and 
Dalit identity separatism fostered by the West in the 
guise of human rights. The battles were intensely 
fought among the poor in villages and areas that 
were geographically, development-wise as well as 
civilisationally on the periphery.

Eleven years later, in September-October 2022, 
Malhotra (this time he has teamed up with Vijaya 
Viswanathan) is ready with the second part of the 
Breaking India series — Snakes in the Ganga. Sitting 
leisurely at a hotel in Delhi’s Janpath over a cup of tea, 
I ask him how the modus operandi of Breaking India 
2.0 is different from the first part. What has changed 
over the decade, if at all?

“Breaking India 1.0 was aimed at poor people in the 
villages and trying to convert them, make them fight 
the system, etc. Breaking India 2.0, in sharp contrast, 
targets the children of the elites and brainwashes 
them. This is far more dangerous as it has more 
leverage; these kids, after all, would someday become 
top politicians, industry leaders and influential babus; 

they would also become the judges of the Supreme 
Court (smiles). The entire country is threatened to be 
taken over without a single bullet being fired,” says 
Malhotra.

Another change is, in these 10-11 years, a lot of 
technology is being used, like Big Data, through which 
algorithms can control the minds of people. “If you 
can make people buy products you want, you can one 
day make them vote for the person you want, convert 
into the religion you desire, or push them towards 
an idea or ideology, however subversive it might be. 
It’s not for no reason that social media is available 
for free; it makes money by changing your behavior 
pattern,” he adds.

The Breaking India modus operandi may have 
changed over the decade, but the objective remains 
the same: Dismantling of Hinduism, though the term 
Hindutva would be invoked publicly, by waging war 
against India’s government, educational institutions, 
society, culture, and even industry. And the ground 
zero of these anti-India forces, according to Malhotra, 
is Harvard University, which has an army of scholars, 
activists, journalists and even artists, many of them 
Indians, willing to play by the “anti-India rules”. No 
wonder, it’s now fashionable to equate caste with race; 
meritocracy, a big reason why the West has made 
big strides economically as well as technologically, 
is being projected as “Brahmanical patriarchy”; and, 
atrocity literature is being produced at a mass level.

Malhotra elaborates, “In the British era it was the 
Oxford that would not just create the India narrative 
but also train the officers who would rule over 
Indians. Today, that position has been appropriated 
by Harvard. It had a $50 billion endowment, which 
is in excess of the GDP of more than 100 nations. 

India’s integrity was being undermined by three 
global networks with their well-entrenched bases 
inside and outside the country: Islamic radicalism 
pushed and promoted by Pakistan; Maoism implicitly 
supported by China and their Nepali intermediaries; 
and, Dravidian and Dalit identity separatism fostered 
by the West in the guise of human rights.

“ “
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It influences the politics and economy of so many 
countries through the Harvard Kennedy School that 
trains so many government, business and corporate 
leaders. Harvard is also behind the much influential 
World Economic Forum.”

What’s ironic is despite Harvard’s alleged anti-India 
activities, the institution is being generously endowed 
by Indians. Not just rich private individuals (some 
of the top industrialists and entrepreneurs are its 
donors), but also the Government of India can be 
accused of being generous to a fault. In 2008, the 
Manmohan Singh government awarded $4.5 million 
of Indian taxpayers’ money to Harvard in honour of 
economist Amartya Sen.

“I had funded Harvard, long before the billionaires 
came to the party. But I realised they were biased. 
They would take your money and still denigrate you 
and your culture. On a personal level, they would 
flatter you but continue to say nasty things about India 
and Indians. I was not okay with this arrangement,” 
states Malhotra, who in 1994 established the Infinity 
Foundation, Princeton (USA), precisely to challenge 
the anti-India narratives coming from Harvard-like 
institutions.

What should have alerted India is the close connection 
Harvard has with China’s military. (The arrest of a 
few Harvard professors with Chinese links suggests 
the threats about which even the Americans seem 
to be waking up now.) A recent NBC News report 
has exposed this dangerous nexus. Then, there is 
another report that claims that at least $88 million 
linked to the Chinese military has made its way to 
American colleges “through a convoluted pipeline of 
partnerships”.

Still, many powerful Indians sponsor Harvard. “I have 
met a few of them. They are nice people. Maybe they 
are lazy enough not to fully comprehend the dirty 
work Harvard is doing. Maybe they want to be in the 
good book of these powerful people in the West. 
Maybe they think their donations would make them 
honorary whites,” explains Malhotra.

Being the worst victim of coloniality, Indians may be 
the fiercest critics of the West, but deep down they 
have always looked for — and still seek — some 
form of Western recognition and legitimacy. Nirad C 
Chaudhuri mentioned this Indian trait in Autobiography 

of an Unknown Indian (1964), as he wrote: “Nearly all 
our great men of the 19th  century were not able to 
gain recognition from their countrymen nor exert any 
influence over them until they were recognised in the 
West.” Chaudhuri believed that “if Bankim Chandra 
Chatterji is not as highly rated in his own country as 
Tagore and Gandhi it is largely because he received 
less European recognition than they”.

Swami Vivekananda too pointed at this Indian trait 
when he said: “I travelled 12 years all over India, 
finding no way to work for my countrymen, and that 
was why I went to America.” Vivekananda received a 
rousing welcome in India after he wowed the West 
with his thunderous Chicago speech.

Be that as it may, the fact remains that Oxford is 
being generously donated by Indians and yet the 
institution regularly comes up with narratives that 
are often unfavourable to India. We find ourselves 
being called names globally. Maybe Indian donors, 
including the Government of India, can take a cue 
from China. “Delhi should oversee India studies, just 
like Beijing controls China studies. Only then can 
it prevent being misinterpreted and having its own 
people weaponised against its interests. We have 
already seen how the decades of research on Indian 
knowledge systems by the West has distilled into 
outcomes demanding the dismantling of Hinduism 
itself,” Malhotra says.

He explains this phenomenon in detail in  Snakes 
in the Ganga, in which he writes: “India’s narrative 
being outsourced to Harvard is doubly negative for 
India, not only because Harvard is in the business 
of producing atrocity literature on India but also 
because the Harvard brand name gives its output 
high credibility. It is leveraging this brand to bring on 
board Indian thought leaders and politicians and is 
certifying Indian corporate leaders and bureaucrats. 
As a result, it is politically difficult to oppose any 
major report produced by Harvard on India’s public 
health, human rights, minorities, caste, and women.”

Harvard’s relationship with China is different. With 
China, they don’t misbehave. In fact, they are often seen 
defending China and its role in the Covid-19 pandemic. 
“My research suggests that their funding promotes 
their interests. For example, the Chinese have funded 
the Harvard TH Chan School of Public Health. That 
school has never accused China of Covid-19,” Malhotra 
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states, as he recalls how in 2021, Harvard invited 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, director-general of the 
World Health Organization (WHO), as distinguished 
speaker at the T.H. Chan School of Public Health. 
Ghebreyesus, who was instrumental in shielding China 
from blame during Covid-19, was hailed for “great 
insight and the political leadership” and called the 
right person “to restore trust in the WHO at a critical 
moment in its history”.

Harvard also has a School of Public Health funded by 
a prominent Indian business group. In sharp contrast 
to the Covid support provided to China by the T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health, the Indian-donated 
school talked about discriminations being meted out 
to Dalits and Muslims during the pandemic. “Maybe 
Indians are not too involved in how their money is 
used — or misused — to tarnish India and Indians 
abroad,” Malhotra says.

To understand why India has failed to control the 
Harvard narrative, while China has been more than 
successful in handling it, one must realise that before 
one can control anyone else’s narrative, one has to 
have a consensus among one’s own people. “First of 
all, the Government of India must convene a meeting 
of all concerned ministries — from the Education and 
Culture ministries to the Ministry of External Affairs — 
and formulate the fundamental narrative it wants to 
spread in the West, and then set broad red lines that 
should not be crossed. Thereafter, all top business 
leaders and prominent donors should be invited and 
told matter-of-factly about broad contours of the 
India narrative that should be built, and of course the 
red lines that should not be crossed.”

This, sadly, may not be as easy as it appears. The Modi 
dispensation, despite all the charges to the contrary, 
has been too liberal to challenge the entrenched Left 
ecosystem. Changes are there but mostly at the top, 
while the old infrastructure remains more or less 
intact. A meeting early this year with a top official of 
the country’s top research body was revealing. When 
asked about what the esteemed institution was 
doing, especially any pioneering research work, the 
gentlemen with a sagely smile and soft voice, said 
while handing me over a booklet: “Look at this UN body 
report. It has praised a couple of our research works.”It 
was a moment of utter and rude epiphany. How will 
India set its own narrative when the country’s top 
research body still takes pride in being praised by a 
global body whose interests often — and invariably 
— clash with India’s? Maybe a research should have 
been done on Harvard’s role in setting an anti-India 
narrative? Or how wokeism in the West is attempting 
to dismantle the Indic civilisation and culture? But 
then such research won’t get global applause.

India needs to come out of its colonial hangover. Till 
then it will be a lopsided battle with India scoring more 
misses than hits on the narrative setting parameters. 
The entrenched Western agenda won’t face any 
serious, unified Indian challenge, except from solitary 
individuals like Rajiv Malhotra. The country still has a 
long and arduous battle at hand. A battle that would 
decide the fate of civilisational India and its billion-
plus people.

India’s narrative being outsourced to Harvard is doubly 
negative for India, not only because Harvard is in the business 
of producing atrocity literature on India but also  because 
the Harvard brand name gives its output high credibility. It 
is leveraging this brand to bring on board Indian thought 
leaders and politicians and is  certifying Indian corporate 
leaders and bureaucrats.  As a result, it is politically difficult 
to oppose any major report produced by Harvard on India’s 
public health, human rights, minorities, caste, and women

“
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Rajiv Malhotra –  
A New Phase in Indology

Dr. Aravinda Rao K
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Throughout history, nations faced threats and 
invasions, but in the good old days, threats 
were clearly known. A nation’s boundaries were 

well-defined, and the enemy was clearly visible. With 
the advent of technology, physical boundaries have 
become notional, or even obsolete. The old battlecraft 
of Kautilya or Sun Tzu has become outdated, needing 
a lot of contextual upgrades. Hostile forces intrude 
into our bedrooms, our classrooms, our shopping 
malls, our places of entertainment and almost every 
area of our activity. The weapons used these days are 
not bullets piercing the body but intellectual content 
from different corners which shape our opinions, 
habits, and dislodge us from our roots, colonize us 
mentally, and like poison, slowly creep through our 
limbs and make the limbs rebel against the head. 
Sections of society are radicalized, divisive forces 
and hate groups are fostered. New social theories are 
infused into universities and into academia and all of 
a sudden, one person is labelled as an oppressor and 
another as a victim. Ancient civilizations and political 
structures are held to ransom. 

It requires a keen eye to notice the gradual and 
cancerous growth of these forces – social forces 
such as the NGOs, political forces, the saviors of our 
souls, the business giants, honorable academics, and 
several other Sorosian Samaritans mostly working 
in tandem, monitored by a God-like unseen entity 
from behind. Talking about them could be the new 
blasphemy. Anyone trying to watch them and call 

them out can be accused of floating conspiracy 
theories, or he can even be ridiculed by a strong 
ecosystem. In fact, such a person faces a Sisyphean 
situation, first to alert and convince the victims that 
they are under attack, besides doing research on the 
hostile forces. Rajiv Malhotra has been bearing the 
brunt of this for the last twenty years. 

Can one label him as an Indologist, a nationalist, a 
Hindu warrior, or a person fighting for truth, fighting 
those who are falsifying truth? Maybe he is all this 
and something more too. The voluminous works 
in which he has analyzed a variety of topics make 
him a social philosopher. He is deeply pained that 
an ancient civilization whose religions and values 
evolved through the fire of philosophical enquiry of 
the Upanishads is under vulgar attack. At the same 
time, he has deep concern for the society in which 
he lives, the United States. Hence, he writes on both 
societies, with agony and concern for their well-being. 
He is a fighter by accident. He did set out to fight but 
seeing how Hindus have been pushed against the 
wall from all sides he is pushing back, fighting back 
to survive. He has a discerning eye which has been 
observing the above developments for decades. 
He has awakened Hindus at long last and also the 
Indian state from slumber and has forced them to 
understand the threat they are in. With his efforts 
finally bearing fruit many Indians have now started 
thinking and investigating the forces and networks 
that are out to break India.

The intelligence agencies, brought up in the bureaucratic 
tradition and lacking global exposure, are  still stuck in the 
archaic work styles. They are afraid to see the symbiotic 
relation between imperialism and religion. Any talk on national 
security would  involve some mention of religion and hence 
police do not wish to enter the intellectual conflict zone with 
the fear of being labelled as favoring a religion. They hesitate 
to identify the global networks which pull the ropes in India 
and handle our bigwigs as puppeteers  handle the puppets

“
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Initially, Rajiv Malhotra, being a donor to some 
universities in the USA, noticed the distortions of the 
sacred texts of India. His interest grew and he devoted 
more time to examining it. To his surprise he noticed 
several networks operating against the Indian state 
itself. That made him an angry writer.  When I first 
read the book “Breaking India’ about eleven years ago, 
I felt ashamed of my ignorance of the issues and the 
fact that most of the issues raised in the book were 
rarely discussed in the security related meetings even 
at the highest level. I dare say that Rajiv Malhotra has 
been doing the work which the high-level intelligence 
agencies and foreign offices are expected to do. 

The intelligence agencies, brought up in the 
bureaucratic tradition and lacking global exposure, are 
still stuck in the archaic work styles. They are afraid 

to see the symbiotic relation between imperialism 
and religion. Any talk on national security would 
involve some mention of religion and hence police do 
not wish to enter the intellectual conflict zone with 
the fear of being labelled as favoring a religion. They 
hesitate to identify the global networks which pull the 
ropes in India and handle our bigwigs as puppeteers 
handle the puppets. This puppet show was, perhaps 
for the first time, exposed by Rajiv Malhotra in the 
book on breaking India forces. 

It is tragic that the most ancient civilization that 
is Bharat is under an existential threat from two 
predatory ideologies which have an open agenda to 
force fit the whole world into their way of thinking 
and being. These two dominant cultures, inseparable 
from their imperialistic machinery, have spread to 
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most parts of the world, and India seems to be one 
large pasture for them to break into and dominate. 
They overran several countries in Africa but in all 
those lands the two cultures are engaged in mutual 
wars – a daily war towards attrition. The poor natives 
drawn into these cultures are the cannon fodder. 
India could face such a situation if Indians and India’s 
leaders fail to spot the agenda in time and prevent 
such internecine strife from taking root on our land.

An important point which is stressed by Rajiv ji is that 
there is a great need for intellectual kshatriyas, as he 
puts it. People of the warrior class, in fact those with 
the warrior spirit. The kshatriyas were the defenders 
of dharma in olden days, we need such a set of people 
today to fight for dharma and protect it at all costs. In 
our tradition, the two qualities – intellectualism and 
kshatriya dharma - were not incongruous but could 
easily be blended in one person. The Gita calls such 
a person rajarshi, one who has the wisdom of rishis, 
but is a ruler too. The Gita mentions a long line of 
philosopher kings. After listening to high metaphysics, 
Arjuna did not become a monk but fought a war that 
was foisted on him to restore dharma. When the 
abrahamics are waging a civilizational war against 
India it becomes the duty of any right-thinking person 
to defend dharma. It becomes a duty to humanity 
because all Indian religions are founded on dharma 
which has universal acceptance and inclusiveness 
built into its structure. It is an irony of history that the 
eastern cultures, built on philosophical foundations, 
are under attack by faith-based cultures in which 
intolerance is allegedly sanctioned by their god. 

Western countries have been playing the game of 
regime change in several countries, sometimes 
directly and sometimes through non-state players 
or loose cannons such as Soros and his network. 
Acting like Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde has been the field 
of expertise of the west. The USA, which currently 
appears to be the leader for civilizational wars, is 
itself facing internal chaos. The neo-liberals in the US 
are no longer the old liberals – venerable names such 
as Noam Chomsky – but people of strange cultural 
values that are abhorrent to all major religions. 
Ironically, the very same US which has been initiating 
divisive actions in various countries, seems to be at 

the receiving end. We see a new culture of ‘wokeness’ 
with utter disregard for older value systems sweeping 
across its campuses. This is obviously supported 
by the anti-US agencies who have won over the 
academics. New social theories like the Critical 
Race theory (CRT) have divided American society 
vertically. A white child is an oppressor by birth and 
he is shamed, and a non-white (African American, 
Dalit or a Muslim) is a victim the moment he is born 
in America. He is entitled to some privileges by the 
very act of birth. Unfortunate Hindus are clubbed with 
the Whites of America by the liberals. Hindus are at 
the double disadvantage of being hated and targeted 
by the liberals (backed by the Islamic groups) and 
targeted by the evangelical groups for conversion. 
The Islamists who were responsible for 9/11 are the 
chosen people by the wokes and the new victims. 

This alarming situation is being transplanted to India 
by several agencies and narratives are being built that 
the government is fascist in nature and that the rights 
of minorities and Dalits are being trampled upon. This 
is the theme of Rajiv ji in his latest book ‘Snakes in the 
Ganga’, on the role of the academic institutions in the 
US that are clearly shaping narratives in India. 

An educated Indian is painfully aware of the reality 
on the ground. We are aware of the behavior of the 
administrative machinery and of courts towards 
certain religious groups. India had always boasted 
of its liberal philosophy which has accepted all 
traditions. It is time now to recall the words of 
Vivekananda who analyzed liberalism in one of his 
talks about a hundred and twenty years ago and said, 
‘a religion, to be strong and sure of itself, must believe 
that it alone is the truth; otherwise, it cannot influence 
people. Liberalism dies because it is dry, because it 
cannot rouse fanaticism in the human mind, because 
it cannot bring out hatred for everything except itself. 
That is why liberalism is bound to go down again and 
again’ (San Francisco, 1900). The only way to fight is 
to become awake, sensitize all and keep the interest 
of the nation as supreme. 

The efforts of Rajiv Malhitra ji is no short of tapas, 
which must be continued and carried forward by the 
youth of India today.  
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Even as India’s economy is growing and so is the 
respect for our country’s rise in international 
affairs, a concerted campaign has been under 

nurture by theological, ideological and hegemonist 
foes to denationalize India’s elites and intelligentsia  
and incite its social mal-contents to disrupt India’s 
rebirth and rise as a Jagatguru, and its recognition  as 
a civilizationally beneficent power, with its  millennial 
epitomic values, conveyed by such inspiring phrases; 

• Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam   
(All peoples of the world are one family)

• Ekam sat viprah bahudha vadanti  
• (Truth is one, the wise express it in many ways) 
• Sarve santu niramayaah   

(May all be illness-free)
• Maa kaschit dukh bhaag bhaveth   

(May no one be afflicted with sorrow)

Oṃ sahanavavatu (May we protect mutually)
sahanau bhunaktu (may we enjoy together)
sahaviryaṃ karavavahai (may we do valorous deeds 
together)
tejasvinavadhitamastu mavidviṣavahai (may our 
learning be brilliant; may we not war against one 
another)
om santih santih santih ... (peace, peace, peace there 
be)
The centers of activity for the  deracination of the  
Indian intelligentsia are  certain Schools in Harvard 
University in the USA, certain professors there with 
perverse understanding and skewed scholarship 

of Indic / Vedic  literature, collaborated by Hindu-
phobic, mostly Marxist / Leftist Indian academicians 
in Harvard and  some other US Universities. These 
groups are engaged in anti-Hindu, anti-India 
“academic”  pursuits. They are finding collaborators 
in certain private Indian universities (like Ashoka in 
Delhi) who think that by flaunting their  collaboration 
with Harvard, they gain academic and financial value.

Newly rich Indian billionaires and their businesses are 
gifting millions of dollars to establish “Chairs”, pursue 
“Researches”, initiate “Studies” into various social, 
political, environmental, human rights, minority, 
religious, gender relations, deprivation studies etc., to 
establish that Hindu society is reactionary, regressive 
and anti-every modern, progressive value of humanity. 

Harvard is now in the  same role as  Oxford  was, 
buttressing  British colonial rule and molding Indians 
who would collaborate with the imperialists’ civilizing 
and modernizing role of Great Britain. 

Sri Rajiv Malhotra, an accomplished I.T. a professional 
and business-man who has made a fortune in the 
USA, is appalled at the  anti-Hindu literature and 
researches produced that are being injected into 
Indian “Scholars” in various “Schools” of Harvard, 
describing them as products of “South Asian 
Studies”. Dr. Malhotra created the Infinity Foundation, 
endowed it with considerable sums and has brought 
out several tomes into which has gone huge labour; 
for collection of data, for the study and chronicling the 
activities and outputs of the Hindu–India   belittling  
and calumniating Harvard  Schools.

Dr. Rajiv Malhotra’s Mission and 
Message

Dr. T.H. Chowdary

India’s emerging billionaires and their trusts are gifting tens of 
millions of dollars to create Chairs, Schools, Centers in Harvard 
and such Ivy League Universities. But many Indians heading 
them seem to be engaged in a mission to vilify Dharma and  
Bharatiyata, especially Indian nationalism.

“ “



Bharatiya Pragna | March - 202324

India’s intelligentsia, especially nationalists, should 
be aware of the evil exertions of those engaged 
in the pompously named “South Asian Studies” to 
present Hindu society, Hindu Dharma, and Bharat, 
as reactionary racist country, which is oppressive 
of some sections of Indians-Dalits, religious 
minorities, women and the poor. Their aim is to Break 
India, disintegrate our society and reduce it to an 
intellectually colonized and economically enfeebled 
country. They aim to create and promote an 
intellectually colonized comprador class of “secular, 
liberal, progressive,  intellectuals”, to dominate, direct 
and shape the nation’s policies and  government. 

India’s emerging billionaires and their trusts are 
gifting tens of millions of dollars to create Chairs, 
Schools, Centers in Harvard and such Ivy League 
Universities. But many Indians heading them seem 
to be  engaged in a mission to vilify Dharma and 
Bharatiyata, especially Indian nationalism. They 
collect huge amounts of data from every source, on 
every subject and event (Kumbh Mela) and use it in 
pursuit of their  mission to widen fissures and strife 
in the Hindu society to break India. Various Christian 
proselytizing missionary societies have also gathered 
mountains of data about castes and conflicts in Hindu 
society under the Joshua Project. All this data is used 
to plant churches and launch Hinduism- undermining 
songs, sermons and narratives. The companies 
and trusts of the Indian  billionaires who endowed 
the Harvard Business Schools are used as trojan 
horses to conduct surveys, collect data and  build up 
narratives and write papers to colonize Indian minds 
and eventually, disintegrate India. While Chinese 
millionaires fund US universities to conduct research 
in science and  technology areas, Indian endowments 
are used for studies in sociology, politics, history and 
economics all with a view to undermine Hindu society, 
sow caste and  class conflict, and thus weaken India.   

Dr. Rajiv Malhotra has been studying the aims and 
operations of several schools and  academicians  in 
the USA that are engaged in the mission of breaking 
India  through Indian surrogates in US universities and 
even in Indian universities, especially those founded 
by private companies. His several books, especially 
Snakes in Ganga, Artificial Intelligence and the Future 
of Power, build upon and  carry forward his alerts and 

message to Bharat’s nationalist  intelligentsia to join 
the battle to expose and defeat the  India-breaking 
missions and their willing and innocent Indian dupes 
and of course, the notorious “secular, liberal, left, 
Marxist and intellectual eminents” ensconced in 
some universities (JNU, AMU, Jamia Millia, MAANU, 
Indian History Congress, ICSSR, ICHR, ICCR, Sahitya 
Academy, Nehru Museum) and even in some 
government departments.  

It is apt to recall the wise words of the Irish-British 
statesman Edmund Burke (1729-1797) :

“All that is necessary for evil to triumph is for 
good men to do nothing”.

The same warning message was much earlier given 
in Mahabharatam. In poet Nannaya’s Telugu, freely 
translated into English reads : 

sarapu dharmamun, vimala satyamu, papamu cheta, 
bomkuche

paramu pomdaleka, chedabarinadaina yavastha 
dakshu lev-

vara lupeksha chesiradi varala chetagu gani, dharma 
nis-

taraka mayyu, satya subha dayakamayyunu daiva 
mumdedin

(When dharma and plain truth are in boundless 
distress overcome by evil intent and untruth, if those 
competent to prevent them keep quiet, unmoved ; 
they will surely come to grief and  calamity because 
there is God above.).

Taking note of these wise words, India’s intellectual 
class must be moved by the  exposure of purveyors 
of Harvard’s and other academies’ dishonest, 
ill-intentioned well camouflaged findings, and 
prescriptions for improvement of Indian people and 
society, gender justice, civil liberties, minority rights, 
caster-oppression and a variety of invented social 
injustices. We must be thankful to Dr Rajiv Malhotra 
and his Infinity Foundation for the  bold exposure of the  
academic industry engaged to break India by clever 
colonization of India’s elites, educationists, politicians, 
newly rich billionaires and especially young Indians 
who are flocking to universities in the U.S.
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Rajiv Malhotra:  
A Civilizational Strategist

Pankaj Saxena

A great thought leader is recognized by his ability 
to identify the gap in society or in a movement 
and to provide a thought for the creation of 

structures, institutions and worldviews necessary 
to fill that gap and help the movement take the next 
leap. Shri Rajiv Malhotra is one such thinker. His 
scholarship is impeccable but that is not the most 
remarkable thing about it. What he is known for is the 
galvanizing of the Hindu consciousness in the minds 
of contemporary with the help of the terminology 
and phraseology that he invents, organizes and 
popularizes for the benefit of quick travel of core ideas 
to every nook and corner of Bhāratavarsa and the 
Hindu population. A little background to appreciate 
this is necessary.

The first phase of the renaissance of any culture or 
society consists of its inhabitants becoming aware 
of the colonial or foreign yoke on their shoulders. 
There is a discomfort at the secondary status in their 
own country and gradually a cultural resistance starts 
taking place, which results in an intellectual churning 
and a body of literature which makes more of its own 
people aware of the sorry situation. In the case of 

Bhāratavarṣa, this phase was started in opposition 
to European colonialism by Swami Vivekananda, 
Swami Dayananda and Shri Aurobindo.

Great savants as they were, they did not confine 
their criticism to the British Empire or even 
Christianity. They extended the voice of Hindu 
cultural resistance and criticized all major foreign 
ideas, ideologies and worldviews that had come 
to reside in Bhāratavarṣa during the Middle Ages 
and then during the British era. Swami Dayananda 
subjected prophetic monotheistic sects of Islam 
and Christianity to severe criticism. On the other 
hand, Swami Vivekananda and Shri Aurobindo did a 
wonderful pūrva pakṣa of these sects and ideologies 
from a deeply spiritual point of view, grounded in 
sādhanā and dīkṣā. 

This torch of Hindu renaissance which was lit once 
was very difficult to douse, especially because at 
the root of this new beginning were the saṇkalpa 
of jñānīs like Ramakrishna Paramahansa. In the 
run up to India’s independence as well as during 
the socialist decades of the post-independent era, 
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some hiccups were encountered in this process but 
the flame kept burning to be picked up by another 
generation of stalwarts. 

Shri Anirvan, a great spiritual sādhaka, a respected 
commentator on the Vedas and an admirer of 
Shri Aurobindo and his body of work, initiated Shri 
Ram Swarup into sādhanā as well as the spiritual 
aspects of the pūrva pakṣa of prophetic monotheistic 
ideologies. Shri Ram Swarup then joined together 
with Shri Sita Ram Goel, founded the Voice of India 
publications and the Hindu movement took one 
more step ideologically and intellectually. These 
two great scholars and sādhakas created a host of 
criticism of Islam, Christianity and Communism from 
a deeply Hindu sādhanā point of view, placing them 
in the spiritual context for a Hindu. The Voice of India 
publications awakened a generation to the dangers 
that the Hindu society faces. 

The movement took a next leap when Shri Rajiv 
Malhotra arrived on scene and exposed how various 
ideological and civilizational enemies of Bhāratavarṣa 
are ganging up together in a carefully executed 
strategy to bring this ancient civilization down which 
has weathered so many attacks from enemy forces. 
Breaking India was not a book but a civilizational 
movement in the journey of Hindu renaissance. This 
is not a hyperbole. Breaking India was path breaking 
for various reasons. 

This book did not just inform its readers about the 
various dangers our society faces. It did not just 
expose the nexus of the NGOs and missionaries 
with foreign powers; it achieved a significant shift in 
public Hindu consciousness. It gave Hindus a host of 
words and phrases like ‘breaking India’ which are very 
useful, exact and convenient to define the situation of 

Hindus, their civilizational enemies and the dangers 
which they face. Phrases like ‘breaking India’ and 
‘atrocity literature’ became stock in trade terms which 
Hindus started using. 

With this, Breaking India, did not just remain a book, 
but became an instrument of bringing rapid change 
in Hindu consciousness. Apart from the excellent 
content of the book, it was the ability of Rajiv Ji to 
think deeply about the design of things and create 
phrases which capture the fundamental ideas very 
aptly which made his ideas very popular. The phrases 
he coined were not just apt about what they described 
but it was their portability and repeatability which 
made them stock in trade of the Hindu movement. 
It is and should be the hallmark of any deep design 
thinker, which Shri Rajiv Ji is. 

He followed this brilliant work with many more 
brilliant works like Being Different, Indra’s Net, The 
Battle for Sanskrit and more recently Snakes in 
the Ganga and Varna, Jati and Caste: A Primer on 
Indian Social Structures. All of these works tackle a 
significant problem that Hindu society faces, analyze 
the origin of that problem and possible solution(s), 
but most importantly they lay bare the design behind 
the problem and also the solution, alongside giving a 
terminology which is able to capture the essence and 
which has easy repeatability.

It is the design thinking of Shri Rajiv Malhotra Ji, along 
with his ability to visualize the problem and solutions 
and his ability to coin apt phraseology which has easy 
repeatability which makes him a unique thinker. In 
the coming times, he will give many more books and 
many more sets of terminologies which will help us 
understand ourselves and the others better.

Breaking India, did not just remain a book, but became an 
instrument of bringing rapid change in Hindu consciousness. 
Apart from the excellent content of the book, it was the ability 
of Rajiv Ji to think deeply about the design of things and create  
phrases which capture the fundamental ideas very aptly which 
made his ideas very popular. The phrases  he coined were not 
just apt about what they described but it was their portability 
and repeatability which  made them stock in trade of the Hindu 
movement.  It is and should be the hallmark of any deep design 
thinker, which Shri Rajiv Ji is.

“

“
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‘Being Different’, A Review 
Akshay Jha

Śrī  Rajiv Malhotra is one of the few thinkers who has 
consistently brought out books which are critical 

to how the Indian future will look like. His contribution 
as the thought leader of the Hindū movement is well 
known. The terms coined by him are now in common 
parlance in current civilizational discourse. 

Due to the efforts of intellectuals like him, there is 
much more receptivity of Hindū thoughts among us 
now, we who have been conditioned to think and feel 
inferior about our own identity. There are still a lot of 
us out there who are yet to be acquainted with these 
ideas. Also, many who seem aware of these imminent 
civilizational dangers understand themselves as 
being in opposition to others. They do not have the 
eyes to see Bhārat from their own eyes. Often, even 
the best of people from our side look at India from 
a western lens without even realising that they are 
doing so subconsciously, unconsciously. 

In this context, Rajiv Malhotra’s book “Being Different” 
is very important even after 12 years of its release. 
This book helps us map our position in the global 
scenario with confidence. 

For a long time Mr. Malhotra has been pushing 
for mutual respect rather than tolerance between 
religions. He called out the folly of the Abrahamic 
faiths preaching that we should tolerate other 
religions. When we say we tolerate others, it puts us 
on a pedestal and we just tolerate the other “lesser” 
counterparts because we are forced to do so for 
various reasons. This is not the Hindū vision at all. On 
the contrary Hindūs are taught from their birth that 
there is unity in diversity not only among humans but 
also in and with the whole universe, with all beings, 
with nature, and even with inanimate objects!

This book is divided into four segments broadly, 
each of which focuses on a different aspect of 
cultural diversity. Mr. Malhotra aims to refute the 
prevalent understanding that cultural distinctions 
are insignificant and that human nature is universal 
in the first portion. He presents a persuasive case 
for why it is crucial to welcome and cherish cultural 
differences by drawing on his broad understanding 
of Eastern and Western philosophical and spiritual 
traditions. He gives readers a profound grasp of 
the values, ideas, and attitudes that underlie the 
disparities between Eastern and Western worldviews 

by examining the historical and cultural contexts that 
have produced these differences. In examining the 
underlying distinctions between Eastern and Western 
worldviews in this book, he delivers insights that are 
frequently absent from popular literature on the age-
old problem of cultural differences.

Western world with its inherent contradiction between 
Judeo-Christian revelations and Greek reason is not 
integrally unified. It seeks synthetic unity and from 
this root emerges the zeal to erase all differences. 
They seek a universal humanism in the post modern, 
post racial, post religious, post nationalistic and other 
plethora of post world. 

One peculiar observation about Western world is its 
inability to accept the differences easily. They seek 
homogeneity of idea and belief and are anxious of 
differences in general. Most suffer from ‘difference 
anxiety’ a key concept and phrase that Mr. Malhotra 
has made us aware of. But this is too simplistic and 
even dangerous because this anxiety compels people 
to try to control or eliminate all differences. On the 
other hand, dhārmika cultures are comfortable with 
complexity. Mr. Malhotra says that the reason for this 
is in the awareness of underlying unity. When we are 
aware of this truth, the diversity and differences are 
celebrated with confidence. 

One very stark difference between Western and 
Hindū worldview is in their origin. According to 
Judeo-Christian ideas, humans are born sinners and 
fallen, whereas the Hindū  vision is of sat-cit-ānanda, 
where we are all of the nature of absolute Truth, 
Consciousness, Bliss, only ignorant of the fact. This 
observation alone is powerful enough to understand 
how these cultures would have different approaches 
towards almost everything.

Mr. Malhotra focuses on how language shapes 
cultural differences in the second portion. He argues 
that language both reflects and contributes to the 
persistence of cultural differences. He says that by 
learning the languages of other civilizations, we can 
comprehend their worldviews and perspectives on a 
deeper level, and develop a greater appreciation for 
cultural diversity.

One important topic dealt in the book is the issue of 
cultural appropriation. He stresses the need to respect 
the meanings and roots of cultural practices rather 
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than use them for one’s own gain or that of others. 
There has been systematic planning by Christian 
missionaries in India who use these sinister methods 
to harvest souls. Many of our own spiritual leaders in 
their naivety or ignorance  try to disrobe Hindū practices 
of its root to present it to a larger audience.  This does 
the opposite of what they intend. Cutoff from its origin, 
Hindū practices, ideas and rituals are diluted and then 
later abused to beat down innocent Hindūs. 

Rather than attempting to exploit Indian spiritual 
practices for their own goals, Mr. Malhotra advises 
Westerners who are interested in them to approach 
them with humility and an open mind.

He also explains how language shapes cultural 
differences. According to him, language not only 
reflects cultural differences but also contributes 
to their upkeep. He says that through studying 
the languages of other cultures, we can better 
comprehend their worldviews and perspectives and 
grow to value cultural variety. He professes that we 
should welcome cultural diversity and learn from it 
rather than attempting to impose Western values and 
methods of thinking on other peoples.

Mr. Malhotra presents a picture of a society that 
embraces and values cultural diversity in the last 
portion of the book. He asserts that we can make 
the world more inclusive and peaceful for everyone 
if we acknowledge and accept cultural diversity. Far 
from being a cultural chauvinist, he writes that there 
is much that both Bhārtīya and Western worldviews 
can learn from one another, and that by having a 
conversation and exchanging ideas, we can develop 
a more comprehensive and integrated perspective of 
reality.

He also recommends the Hindū leaders and 
stakeholders to equip themselves with good pūrva 
pakśa of the other side. This will prepare them to deal 
with increasingly complex problems and difficulties 
that they will most definitely confront on the  global 
stage.

Mr. Malhotra uses a variety of sources, including 
historic writings, contemporary literature, and first-
hand accounts, to support his claims throughout 
the book. He offers readers a plethora of ideas and 
views that are illuminating and thought-provoking. 
One of the book’s merits is Mr. Malhotra’s aptitude for 
communicating difficult concepts in a straightforward 
and understandable manner. He breaks down complex 
ideas using everyday language and examples, making 
the book understandable to people who may not have 
a background in philosophy or spirituality.

Another aspect of the book’s strength is the way Mr. 
Malhotra questions accepted beliefs and ideas. He 
challenges the inclination of the West to see the world 
in oppositional terms, such as good versus evil or 
mind vs matter, and argues that Bhārtīya worldviews 
provide a more complex and comprehensive 
understanding of reality. He says that spirituality and 
intuition are equally significant and questions the 
idea that reason and science are the only legitimate 
means to perceive our universe.

Being Different is a book highly recommended for 
anyone interested in ethnic diversity, spirituality, 
or philosophy. His ideas are presented in an 
understandable and comprehensible manner, and Mr. 
Malhotra’s book offers readers a variety of insights 
and facts that are guaranteed to inspire and challenge 
them. 
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The Battle for Sanskrit
Sai Priya Chodavarapu

Indology has been the white man’s dominion for 
over three centuries now, and upon even the most 
cursory examination through critical lens, it is 

evident that the field has always been fraught with 
biases. The critique of modern Indology being wholly 
Westernized and Orientalist in its import has been 
floating around for decades. Rajiv Malhotra’s book 
The Battle for Sanskrit: Is Sanskrit Political or Sacred, 
Oppressive or Liberating, Dead or Alive? attempts to 
not only bring a new dimension to the discussion, but 
creates a sense of urgency that makes this debate 
relevant. 

The book delves into multiple aspects of the Sanskrit 
world, and explores the manner in which they all tie 
into Western Indology and its ideas of language, 
sociology, politics and history. He begins with the 
provision of some contextualization for the less-
informed reader, a lay of the land as far as Orientalism 
and the shift of its epicenter from Europe largely to 
American universities — and the morphing of the 
nature of the Indologist from Christian theologists 
or missionaries to secular liberal or Marxist. Some 
critical points made by the author revolve around 
the clash between the traditional textual and oral 
traditions versus the corpus of Western Indological 
literature. The sidelining of oral traditions — whether 
that be a product of the colonial imposition of the idea 
of legitimization through the written word or through 
our own inability to provide a financial impetus for 
their preservation, has inadvertently played a role in 

placing Western Indology on a pedestal, both by 
the government and the public, who perhaps do not 
realize its true threat. 

Most of the book is then centered around the 
critique of Sheldon Pollock’s theories of Sanskrit 
and vernacular languages and the interactions of 
society, culture, politics, and religion with Sanskritic 
traditions. I must admit that in certain parts of the 
book, the discussion on Pollock teeters on the edge 
of rhetoric, however, I recognize the importance of 
projecting Pollock as an archetype or a representative 
of Western Indologists, since he is one of the most 
widely read and respected in the Sanskrit studies 
sphere. Pollock’s The Language of the Gods has 
veritably served as a framework with which many 
other indologists appraise their own enquiries and 
studies in the field. Pollock’s tracing of the birth and 
growth of a ‘Sanskrit Cosmopolis’ is hailed to be a 
sophisticated version of the old colonial South East 
Asian ‘Indianisation’ trope. 

There is an insightful discussion surrounding the 
narratives that he (and by extension, other scholars) 
employ to belittle Sanskrit traditions, either by framing 
them purely as social “power structures” or through 
their secularization and politicization. Malhotra 
remarks, “Pollock’s activism thus far has been to 
revive Sanskrit studies but not Sanskrit itself or its 
culture”, a statement that could not ring more true. 

Many of Pollock’s theorisations are outrightly 
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outlandish or purely speculative or both, and rightfully 
called out. For instance, Pollock’s assertions that 
Sanskrit is a “dead” language, or that it was restricted 
to purely ritual purposes since the Buddhist era, are 
also, as we know, inaccurate —Sanskrit is certainly 
not “dead”, though the intellectual tradition is not 
as robust due to various factors including two 
successive colonisations that attempted to destroy 
the very bedrock upon which it is built, and we 
can comfortably surmise that the nagaris and the 
educated intellectual class probably spoke Sanskrit 
in addition to vernacular languages. Malhotra picks 
out assertions such as the ones above, refutes them, 
and points out the insidious implications of such 
contentions — often, they carry broad connotations in 
the sociological, anthropological and religious sphere 
— academic writings on Hinduism, Sanskrit and Hindu 
society tend to undermine Dharma, separate the 
sacred from the secular and even condescend faith.  
Alarming postulations with potentially widespread 
negative consequences about gender and caste that 
stem from Pollock and others’ work have only spread 
into other scholars’ works and gained legitimacy. 

Another of Pollock’s problematic postulations is his 
vernacularization theory, which is certainly fraught 
with erroneous assumptions of the manner in which 
vernacular languages “arose” of Sanskrit. He ties the 
imposition of language, the link with political power 
with historical facts, that, on the surface, seem well-
contextualized. However, upon deeper inspection, 
they reveal a sort of confirmation bias. Like the other 

Marxist historians, we are so used to hearing about, 
Pollock leans on a very selective set of arguments 
and historical considerations to arrive at his theory 
and weaves a narrative with a seemingly foregone 
conclusion. He does so with meticulous detail, that 
could probably convince those that are not so attuned 
to the biases and fallacies to look for when reading 
the work of Western Sanskritists and Indologists.

The Hindu civilization, along with its precious 
Sanskritic traditions, whether literary, religious or 
scientific, has had an unbroken continuity, arguably 
its most marvelous feature. Whether an attempt to 
formulate something new and path-breaking in the 
field or simply misguided or perniciously agenda-
driven, Pollock’s understanding of the history and 
evolution of Sanskrit should have been unwelcome, 
yet, finds extensive purchase among peers and 
connoisseurs alike, which is the main purpose for 
Malhotra’s writing.  While the entire book seems like 
a thorough attack of a lone scholar, I find that we as 
readers must look beyond the text, into the intention 
— to bring attention to the deep and insidious 
narratives being woven into academia as we speak, 
and with the power structures always being twisted in 
favor of Western institutions, the imperative to bring 
awareness of these agendas amongst the public. 
The hope is to revive and rejuvenate our own Sanskrit 
traditions, institutions, and scholars, which would 
create an intellectual churn and mount a response 
which would come to supersede the West’s study of 
Sanskrit. 
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What I learnt from Rajiv 
Malhotra

Kavita Krishna Meegama

What I learnt from Rajiv Malhotra: From him I 
learnt of the dangers that Hindu society faces 
today, both as a community and as a country - the 

specific quarters this danger comes from - the Missionary 
Mullah Marxist global nexus. I learnt how to stand my 
ground and deal with the insults, be it in the drawing room 
or classroom, instead of getting upset. I learnt to confront 
slights and assaults with facts and logic so that when I 
speak I make sense. I have yet to learn to do all this without 
getting too emotional or angry, a trait in him which I admire 
a lot. Rajiv ji is one of the few people who can articulate 
his thoughts with absolute clarity and conviction without 
getting emotional or raising his voice. 

Why would Hindus want to raise their voice one may ask:

There is of course the intergenerational trauma of the 
systematic genocide of Hindus during Islamic invasions 
and rule via sexual slavery and loot, as well as by the 
British Christian administrations via induced droughts 
and loot, that has never been acknowledged or addressed 
even by our own compatriots forget the rest of the world. 
Then there is the white collared verbal crime, that many 
supposedly cosmopolitan people in India and Abroad get 
away with. They diss, mock, deride Hindus and our belief 
systems, our religion and customs, our festivals and feasts 
without any fear of mass hysteria, mob justice, beheadings, 
threats to person or even legal repercussions. So a Hindu 
living and practising as a Hindu in a foreign land is faced 
with anti Hindu rhetoric and insults from all quarters with 
no respite in sight. Only if we are sensitive to this and 
have acute observation can we actually spot such a global 
jihad and crusade against the world’s oldest continuing 
civilizational land and its inhabitants, who have for the 
most part lead peaceful and hard working lives. There is 
no department in India which looks out for the Hindus 
specifically, as it does the Muslims and all minorities. There 
is no department in the U.S. or any other country that takes 
Hindu lives seriously either, no department to look into the 
atrocities committed against us. On the other hand we have 
the United States Commission on International Religious 
Freedom (USCIRF), which castigates Hindus at every given 
opportunity, even when the victims are Hindus. While 
Bangladesh and Pakistan systematically wipe away Hindus 
via kidnappings, rapes, and conversion and our population 
in those countries is abysmal as compared to 1947, while 
Afghanistan has been completely wiped off of Hindus, there 

is a global thrust to take the war to the Hindu doorstep via 
‘caste’ (explained in detail in Snakes in the Ganga by Rajiv 
Malhotra and Vijaya Viswanathan).

A few incidents make big news and then they are promptly 
forgotten as a one time happening - be it the many 
cases of Indians facing jail time in Dubai or a Vishnu Dev 
Radhakrishnan languishing in a Saudi jail since 2018 for 
‘blasphemy’, a Savita Halappanavar who had to pay with her 
life to uphold ‘right to life’ in Ireland, or the various targeted 
victims of terror groups such as Boko Haram or Taliban 
or Al Qaeda in Africa or Afghanistan, and increasingly in 
Canada and Australia too by the Khalistanis. The generic 
Hindu seems to be the primary and easy target. Of course 
the reasons are not hard to find; we are law abiding, we are 
smart, entrepreneurial, hard working, keep to ourselves, 
have family values, and save what we earn for a house, a 
degree, a car, a vacation and lead a good upwardly mobile 
life, all the while celebrating our own festivals, eating our 
own cuisine, wearing our own finery and mostly marrying 
our own kind. 

This is anathema in today’s world. Not only that human 
jealousy and envy are factors but also the idea that merit 
is something to be bandied about. Which is done by all 
Indians, especially the diasporic ones, as a calling card to 
riches and knowledge. This is unacceptable by all - both 
in India and abroad. In India this unvoiced protest takes 
the shape of caste politics while in the US it has taken an 
ugly turn of anti-Hindu politics, because the hoi polloi now 
conflate caste with race and blame all the ills of the U.S. 
especially slavery on the Hindus, on our beliefs, and on 
our sacred texts, they name the aggressor as the Brahmin 
and hold the Vedas responsible for causing all the global 
injustices. 

This atrocity literature was in the making since colonial 
times be it the exaggerated or cooked up stories of the 
high numbers of Sati or of the supposed deplorable state of 
the Devadasis, all done with an attempt to show the Hindu 
in a poor light such that any and all attacks of all forms 
are deemed appropriate and no one would take offence. 
De-sensitizing the world regarding the Hindu has been an 
ongoing project for centuries. The Abrahamics want to 
increase their herd and are political in nature, they brook 
no competition in this regard. For all our bhajans of ishwar-
allah tero naam, no one who is a practising Muslim will 
actually accept this statement as true! Nor will the might 
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of the church give up conversions of humans to sheep so 
easily. Judgement Day or Qayamat awaits, and that requires 
everyone on earth to be Christian (or Muslim, depending on 
who is the oppressor). Added to this already scary mix, is 
the Marxist who wants his share of ideologues too. In the 
name of atheism, but essentially anti-Hindu for all practical 
purposes, these erstwhile Hindus have no qualms in joining 
hands with the enemies of Bhārat to obliterate the Hindu 
way of life, and finally Hindus too. 

One must admire the twisted intelligence which has come up 
with such an ideology where the outcomes have to be equal 
come what may and not simply equal opportunity that was 
previously demanded, but then ‘wokeness’ is simply that, a 
twisted idea also called the Critical Race Theory (CRT) that 
is being foisted on us world over. And most of us would still 
be in slumber but for one man who has been relentlessly 
taking on these networks and systems, which use Hindus 
and their achievements as pawns in a greater game, while 
we are happy with our Potomac houses and Shenandoah 
cabins. We are complacent and satiated, after all, we have 
worked so hard to start a company, give empowerment to 
many Americans, aced our Masters and PhDs, many of us 
have also married Whites, Blacks, and Hispanics, and we 
have hardly seen the outside of a jail let alone the insides; 
so why are we the most hated community currently going 
by the bad rap we get in the international especially U.S. 
press daily? And we don’t even know it!

We are treated with dislike, hate, derision for our way of life 
and belief systems if we stand out as practising Hindus, 
why should this be so?

It started almost two decades 
ago when I first went to the 
US, this polite dismissal of 
who I was. If I was to lead a 
cosmopolitan life i.e. have 
friends from all over the world 
and not stick to my own kind 
then I must be prepared to 
face such gentle insults on 
a daily basis, if not I would 
be branded parochial, for not 
letting others ‘in’. 

A Syrian Christian friend, 
who I was hosting while her 
husband was away on a work 
trip, would casually laugh at 
my daily pūja saying ‘you don’t 
even understand what you 
are praying’. This, in my own 
house, while I was looking 
after her. She would go on 
about how the Bhagavad Gīta 
was all about fighting and 
violence, and how could I, 

a peace loving person, chant it with reverence. She went 
on to say that Hindus did not care about individualism 
and freedom, citing child marriage and other ills. I did not 
have the wherewithal then to reply appropriately. Of how 
for Sanskrit mantras, exact sound matters more than the 
meaning. That we can manifest devi devatas with our 
chanting, that Rama and Krishna were all about kṣatriyatā, 
fighting for the sake of dharma, that the bhāratīya vision 
was not about the individual ego but the individual itself. 

A Muslim colleague brought home a non-vegetarian dish 
for potluck and chided me for my dietary restrictions saying 
that these were imposed upon me and that I ought to eat 
what I want now that I am in the U.S. without any fear. Not 
once taking into consideration that I could actually enjoy 
vegetarian cuisine, or that it had a deeper meaning for me 
beyond the satiation of my palate. I did not have the quick 
repartee to get back at her nor the understanding of the 
basic differences between Hindus and Abrahamics. To 
simply state that I eat vegetarian food not out of fear or 
compulsion but out of firm conviction, this took me years 
of building up my courage. To state boldly that a vegetarian 
diet is a necessity for developing sattva guṇa, which is in 
line with my puruṣārtha of mokṣa, this I have yet to say to 
someone’s face.

An activist Ismaili Muslim couple with Hindu sounding 
names who were neighbours were annoyed at my 
Facebook posts; they voiced protest against my use of 
the word Hindu in a positive light, did not like my status of 
“Vande Mataram”, calling it violence against Muslims, and 
refused to sympathize with me when I told them of the hate 
speech I was subject to daily, via loudspeakers by Christian 
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missionaries and the Azan from the Mosques in Hyderabad. 
If my belief system tells me that all is one, that there is an 
underlying natural unity that binds us all together, while you 
tell me that there is only your god and all others are false, 
it is definitely disturbing to me. I could not articulate this to 
them either in my terms or in theirs. 

My Pakistani supervisor meanwhile made fun of the 
Hindu temples saying that we Indians extort money from 
poor devotees even to pray, that in Pakistan no one is 
denied worship! Little did I know then of the Government 
Endowments Department’s control over Hindu temples 
(while churches and mosques or gurdwaras are free to do 
as they please). A Tunisian supervisor who was fond of me 
offered me a different job saying; ‘if you change the way you 
dress (implying saris and bindis are not professional) you 
could go places’. Another Sri Lankan colleague, an LTTE 
sympathizer, claimed all culture in Tamil Nadu as belonging 
to Tamils alone and that it had nothing to do with Hindu 
dharma. He would mock vegetarian food, India, Indians, its 
weather, whatever took his fancy, at every given opportunity. 
The Nepali or Bangladeshi colleagues fared no better. 
Caste was often brought up, as were brahmins; to diss, to 
denigrate, to poke fun at. I had no language to get back 
with, no known framework to fight my case, no wherewithal 
or community to go to, who could help me understand what 
this hate was all about, where it was coming from.

Then there was a Kashmiri Muslim who spoke of Hindu 
devi devatas in jest, and since his mother was Hindu, I was 
supposed to accept it without question, but I never once 
heard him joke about Islam or its prophets. It was then 
that I finally started losing my patience with these double 
standards, these hypocritical stands of cosmopolitan 

‘friends’ of mine, who would not think twice before rubbishing 
anything remotely Hindu but would never criticize Islam or 
Christianity however oppressive they were, historically as 
colonizers, especially in the Indian sub-continent. Similarly 
when one has to praise it is all heaped on Christianity and 
Islam or even Bouddha mata, but always without accepting 
the good in Hindu dharma. An African-American Professor 
and an ‘expert’ on Gandhi gave a talk sometime back at the 
Indian Embassy without ever mentioning the words Hindu 
or Jain. I asked her where Gandhi could have learnt about 
ahimsa from, and she replied confidently that Gandhi was 
exposed to Christianity very early on and that is where he 
would have got his ideas of peace and love from.  

Many foreigners come to India or seek Indians for spiritual 
succour, and they too have no loyalty for the fount of 
knowledge where they drink from; I took a South African 
acquaintance who has been keen on Hindu dharma to a Hindu 
Temple in the U.S. and after half an hour during which she 
saw me bowing with devotion, folding my hands, accepting 
tīrtham and prasād with reverence, the first thing she says 
when she comes out is - ‘Oh My God! That is the largest p…..s 
I have ever seen!’ Referring to Lord Śiva.Typically, I would 
have let it pass, shaking my head at her irreverence and 
not wanting to get into an uncomfortable situation, but she 
needed to be corrected. Not just for making fun of my devata 
but also for taking my śraddhā lightly. 

And there was this Chinese IMF employee-acquaintance 
who was very much into Ammachi, the hugging saint. She 
digested all she had to from Amma’s teachings, and now 
is making a name for herself with her personal podcast 
content (paid), not once mentioning where she got all 
this philosophical vision from. Of course she is no longer 

Amma’s devotee. This type of 
digestion and U-turn is all too 
common. But we Hindus fail 
to recognize it and are easily 
pleased by someone showing 
even the least bit of interest 
in our way of life, assuming it 
to be genuine and sincere. It 
might be so, but temporarily. 
And it is good to be sceptical 
and test such people time and 
again to see where they stand. 

Unfortunately many Hindus do 
not appreciate the conundrum 
we are faced with and succumb 
to insidious plans laid out 
by others. Hindi teachers in 
FSI continue to teach a lot of 
Urdu words, passing them 
off as Hindi, thereby reducing 
Hindi’s value, not allowing it 
to flower to its fullest, unlike 
the Urdu department there, 
which of course uses no 
Hindi or Sanskrit words at all. 
The influence of Bollywood 
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is so much on the psyche of the sub-continent that the 
language used in Hindi films is taken as a benchmark for 
developing a language curriculum. If not, what explains a 
Hindi course passing off ‘shukriya’ as a Hindi word (which 
stems from the Arabic ‘shukran’)! Most Indian languages are 
based on Sanskrit thus ‘thank you’ in Indian languages has 
various forms based on ‘dhanyavādaha’(Sanskrit), so if a 
student learns to say, ‘dhanyavād’(Hindi), s/he can be easily 
understood all over the country. Whereas ‘shukriya’ has a 
very limited comprehension, restricted to areas which were 
previously under Muslim rule - where FAT (Farsi, Arabi, Turki) 
words are commonly used. So what could be the purpose 
behind relegating a secondary status to Hindi, much behind 
Urdu by the Hindi department? It was a point to ponder.

In the years from 2002 - 2012, for almost a decade, Hindus like 
myself, who were both cosmopolitan (open to mingling with 
all communities) and practising vaidika dharma in private 
had no voice or vocabulary to even identify and name what 
was being done to us on a global level. With the publishing of 
Being Different (2011) everything changed. Here was a book 
I could take to class in the State Department, where I was 
teaching language and culture (Telugu, Hindu, Tamil), and 
explain the issues my students might face once they were in 
India, a bit more clearly. They needed to be told that India was 
much more than ‘Caste, Cows and Curry’, a very apt phrase 
created by Rajiv ji. In most of the students’ minds - who were 
in their mid 20s to early 30s, India is a land of social ills; from 
dowry deaths, child marriages, female foeticides and so 
on. They were unaware of sometimes, and sometimes they 
refused to look at India’s positive contributions, convinced 
of the impressions they had carried of it from their own 
learnings in their universities, from the ‘South Asia Studies’ 
professors. 

It was important for them to appreciate concepts such 
as, ‘Integral Unity’. How this differs from the ‘Synthetic 
Unity’ of the West. They needed to be told that Hindus do 
not suffer from ‘Difference Anxiety’ as compared to most 
Abrahamics who are taught to hate the ‘other’ as a kaffir 
or a sinner. All this plays out in adult life in various ways; 
behind the sophisticated veneer of wining and dining there 
lies an intense dislike for us Hindus and our customs. Isn’t 
this detrimental to world peace and harmony? Especially to 
diplomats who must not harbour such ill-will. Unfortunately, 
many are not even aware that they do.

Rajiv ji was ignored by the mainstream for many years both 
in the U.S. and in India. Especially in India, since at that 
time we were still in the zone of appeasing the West. Yet, 
like a true intellectual and warrior he continued his steady 
research, his writing, and his networking, not mincing 
words or pandering to any one section for personal gain. 
He has continued to put money and energy where essential 
- in Swadeshi Indology seminars and in mentoring young 
scholars - so that more and more Indians are made aware 
of the dangers that they are about to face very soon. In all 
this time he also did not lose his cool which is emulation 
worthy. Given the subject matter that he deals with day in 
and out it would be acceptable and excusable if he was a 
bit emotional and resorted to rhetoric in his speech, but he 

does neither. He talks of all that he has unearthed in a very 
clinical and impartial manner, a hallmark of any scientist 
and truth seeker, who is happy to be proven wrong and 
taught otherwise logically and rationally. 

Yet, despite all the name calling that happens at his 
expense no one till date has actually falsified the facts he 
has laid on the table through his books. His gentle scholarly 
demeanour is worth learning from, if we expect to be taken 
seriously by anybody, especially in the academic circles of 
the West. At long last Rajiv ji is finally being recognized for 
the immense contribution he has made in unearthing and 
naming the Breaking India forces and warning us time and 
again in the past two decades to get up and take notice. 

Having first heard of him via Twitter in 2011-12, I was just as 
intrigued as anyone else and once I read Being Different, I 
was absolutely taken in by the fact that someone had actually 
thought through all these concepts which were also swirling 
in my head, although not as clearly or deeply. One could sense 
that what was being written by him whether in Invading the 
Sacred or in Indra’s Net or a Battle for Sanskrit was indeed 
true, that here was a man finally speaking for the Hindus with a 
Hindu point of view. Having gotten his email address from his 
website I wrote him a few emails and joined his list-serv. Like 
many of us out there, that was the decade of awakening and 
revival. And Rajiv ji deserves all the credit for waking us up. He 
does not suffer fools at all, and is determined to see his plans 
come to fruition as soon as possible, since there is so much to 
say. Therefore when there was a meet and greet at Potomac 
in 2014 I went there with trepidation. He is known to cut 
people off even on camera if they ask meandering ambiguous 
questions. I survived that meeting and came away with a bit 
more clarity on the difference between Hindu dharma and 
the Abrahamic ideology. Soon, I ran into him in Arsha Vidya 
Gurukulam in 2015, again in Bethesda for another meet and 
greet in 2016, and then the Intellectual Kshatriya workshop in 
Virginia and so on. We spoke a few times and then life took 
over and I got busy with my Masters from 2017. Yet, I carried 
with me all the concepts and frameworks he exposed me to 
via his path breaking books, which have held me in good stead 
ever since.

Thanks to him and his insistence on pūrva pakṣa, in my 
Indigenous Peoples and Development, Climate and Energy 
Policy Strategy, as well as Ethics in International Affairs 
classes at George Washington (GWU) in D.C. (2017-19), I 
made sure that I stood up for Hindus and India in a manner 
that was acceptable within the academic space using their 
terms and phrases but without once backing off for the 
fear of a lower grade. In many Humanities departments in 
the U.S., it is surprising how often Narendra Modi makes 
an appearance as a villain, as does the now thoroughly 
rubbished Aryan Invasion Theory (AIT). And this is not so 
much to do with hating BJP or Modi, as much as the U.S. 
academia suffering from Hindumisia. 

It is my great honour and privilege to be writing this as a 
tribute to the enormous contribution he has made to the 
Hindu cause, and I wish him the best of health and many 
more books to come. 
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How new Ambedkarites are busy 
undermining Ambedkar and his legacy

Rajiv Malhotra 

New Ambedkarites’ alignment with the new 
American camp of Wokeism makes them an 
ally of global Islam and evangelical Christianity 

— both of which BR Ambedkar vehemently opposed 
—

It is well known that BR Ambedkar turned to 
Buddhism for the upliftment of Dalits. But what is 
not widely understood is that he changed Buddhism 
in fundamental ways — away from its spiritual focus 
and towards a social-political focus.

To achieve this, he did away with karma theory 
and meditation practice, both of which are integral 
to the teachings of Buddha. This enabled him to 
differentiate it from Hinduism. He wanted to reject 
Hinduism because of Mohandas Gandhi’s position 
on caste.

But his rejection of Christianity and Islam was even 
more emphatic. Ambedkar was uncompromising 
in insisting that Indians should not adopt either 
Christianity or Islam because these religions were 
alien to the ethos and core values of Indians. He 
feared that they would create conflicts and cause 
divisions among Indians. Ambedkar also explicitly 
rejected communism.

Another remarkable quality in his uncompromising 
patriotism was that he left the US and UK after his 
higher education there and returned to India to 
pursue his nation-building ambitions. He did not like 
the idea of championing his reformist ideas from 
American or British soil or in alignment with any of 
their institutions.

Unfortunately, Ambedkar didn’t live long enough to 
fully implement his modified version of Buddhism and 
be able to demonstrate that this new religion would 
succeed in uplifting his followers. After his death, 
his followers lacked the creativity and leadership to 
advance his pioneering ideas further.

This vacuum of creative leadership has been filled by 
Harvard University’s poster boy, Suraj Yengde, who 
has proclaimed himself as Ambedkar’s successor. 
Yengde assumes that it is his destiny to step 
into Ambedkar’s shoes and complete the social 
transformation Ambedkar had started.

However, using his Harvard perch and alliance with 
Black Americans and the Woke movement, Yengde 
has positioned himself in ways that betray Ambedkar’s 
patriotism. Without support from the Harvard power 
nexus, he could not have become so prominent 
considering that he openly propagates falsehoods 
and frequently contradicts himself without remorse 
or inhibition.

Yengde is on a warpath with Hinduism, and more 
broadly with Indian social and cultural values, in ways 
that compromise India’s integrity and sovereignty. As 
our recent book Snakes in the Ganga has documented, 
Yengde calls Shankaracharya, a legendary intellectual 
leader of Hinduism, an “ugly head dumpster”; and he 
accuses him of “killing many monks”. He says that 
there was an “onslaught and attacks to eliminate 
Buddha from this land”. According to him, Hindus 
desecrated Buddhist temples and viharas, and “the 
monks were killed en masse by the invading kingdoms 
of the so-called invading Brahminic order”.

Another remarkable quality in his uncompromising patriotism was 
that he left the US and UK after his higher  education there and 
returned to India to pursue his nation building ambitions. He did 
not like the idea  of championing his  reformist ideas from  American 
or British  soil or in alignment  with any of their institutions

“ “
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Without citing any shred of 
evidence, Yengde has said: 
“When the Buddha came 
on to the consciousness of 
India, he became the biggest 
threat to the Vedic caste 
system because Buddha 
just crumbled the house 
of cards of caste system. 
Because Buddha offered 
that many tribes, which 
were eventually declared 
untouchables, become part 
of Dhamma and because 
they were part of dhamma, 
there was a repeated 
assassination of the people 
who were identifying 
themselves in the pathway 
of dhamma. Buddha himself 
was subjected to several 
attacks, physical, spiritual.”

Yengde’s vitriolic hatred for 
Brahmins leads him to want to dismantle Hinduism. 
What he ignores is that Indian traditions, Hindu and 
Buddhist alike, have thrived on open and honest 
debates among experts. There was never any form 

of what is today being 
practiced as cancel culture. 
Indians of all persuasions 
have prided themselves 
by engaging in logical 
arguments instead of 
being fixated on dogma or 
political rivalry. The cancel 
culture championed at 
Harvard today is antithetical 
to the path of the Buddha 
and inconsistent with 
Ambedkar’s ideology.

Yengde’s alignment with 
the new American camp 
of Wokeism makes him 
an ally of global Islam and 
evangelical Christianity 
both of which Ambedkar 
vehemently opposed. His 
membership in Harvard’s 
elitism, and his participation 
in the Breaking India nexus 

in the United States, should concern the genuine 
Buddhists in India. They should pause before letting 
him infiltrate further and hijack one of India’s great 
spiritual traditions and gifts to the world.

Suraj Yengde
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Are Brahmins the Whites of India, 
and Dalits the Blacks of India? 

Kapil Joshi

Black Lives Matter has become a global movement, 
and for good reason, because it expresses anger 
against the historical injustices suffered by the 

Blacks in America. It has echoed in India in a different 
way, as the solidarity between Dalits and American Blacks, 
something I couldn’t fully comprehend. Then I came across 
this really interesting book called Snakes In the Ganga by 
Rajiv Malhotra and Vijaya Viswanathan.

The book gives a detailed account of how India’s Dalits 
got pulled into the vortex of the Black/White debate on 
global racism. Those familiar with Malhotra’s famous book 
Breaking India may remember that it referred to the Afro-
Dalit movement. Back then (12 years ago), it was described 
as a ‘US-operated and financed project’ framing ‘inter-jati/
varna interactions and the Dalit movement using American 
cultural and historical lenses’.

It talked about Dalits being referred to as the Blacks of India 
and non-Dalits as India’s Whites. The implications of this 
false equivalence were not understood at the time. And 
this point in the old book was dismissed trivially rather than 
being taken seriously. As a result, Indians lost a decade of 
opportunity to build bridges with American Blacks and try 
to explain our heritage, and perhaps help them resurrect 
theirs. Meanwhile, the Breaking India forces worked hard to 
turn Blacks against India and its civilization.

The Afro-Dalit solidarity movement has now acquired a 
powerful life of its own, with a very charismatic, well-known 
Black author called Isabel Wilkerson adding her voice 
through her book Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents. 
Her book has succeeded in ‘fabricating a new identity’ 
that unifies Dalits and Africans and projects them ‘as the 
epicenter of victimhood’.

There were previous attempts to equate caste with race. 
But these were different because caste was considered 
one of many types of racism found in the world. Wilkerson’s 
approach is entirely different. She blames all racism 
worldwide on caste. According to her, caste, which she 
attributes to ancient Vedic sources, is not independent 
of racism, but the source of all racism. According to her 
account, the British picked it up from India and took it to 
America and that resulted in racism against Blacks. The 
influence also spread to Germany and inspired the Nazis to 

do their holocaust of the Jews.

In other words, Wilkerson asserts that casteism is the 
framework or architecture on which all the world’s racism is 
built. More on the new book by Malhotra and Viswanathan 
is available at www.SnakesInTheGanga.com

The authors of Snakes in the Ganga disagree. They show 
how her premises are flawed and give a detailed point-by-
point rebuttal. The following quote from Wilkerson shows 
the extent of her misconceptions:

‘Caste is the infrastructure of our divisions. It is the 
architecture of human

hierarchy, the subconscious code of instructions for 
maintaining, in our

[American] case, a 400-year-old social order. Looking at 
caste is like holding a

country’s x-ray up to the light. A caste system is an artificial 
construction, a fixed



Bharatiya Pragna | March - 202338

and embedded ranking of human value that sets the 
presumed supremacy of one

group against the presumed inferiority of other groups on 
the basis of ancestry

and often immutable traits, traits that would be neutral in 
the abstract but

ascribe life and death meaning in a hierarchy favoring the 
dominant caste whose

forebears designed it. A caste system uses rigid, often 
arbitrary boundaries to

keep the ranked groupings apart, distinct from one another 
and in their assigned places.’

Malhotra and Viswanathan express sympathy for the 
plight of Dalits and indeed all those facing injustices. But 
they reject the use of American racism as the lens for 
interpreting Indian society. Indian social history is far more 
complex, diverse and cannot be easily fit into the American 
framework of racism.

Wilkerson’s thesis is taught as established fact at Harvard 
and counter-arguments are not

entertained. Many corporations use this work in their 
diversity training initiatives. Wilkerson’s book has gained 
significant mileage in American media, being promoted by 
the New York Times and Oprah Winfrey through her book 
club. The Black Lives Matter movement also gave it a boost 
because Suraj Yengde, hoisted by Harvard as a fellow of the 
prestigious Kennedy School, jumped into the fray. He has 
been championing the Afro-Dalit identity, taking Wilkerson’s 
book into the mainstream. He leaves no stone unturned 
to project all injustices against Blacks onto the Dalits of 
India. He has also written books that provide ammunition 
to the movement. His message is to blame Hinduism for 
all of the world’s social evils.This new interpretation of 
caste as racism is a major reason the entire social justice 
movement has started targeting Hinduism. The genesis of 
all oppression is attributed to India.

Snakes in the Ganga is the first serious rebuttal to Wilkerson’s 
thesis. Most Indians are not even conscious of this serious 
debate. Malhotra and Viswanathan have stood up against an 
entire ecosystem that is bent on dismantling India.
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Harvard is the nest of snakes – 
Shri Rajiv Malhotra

Shri Rajiv Malhotra spoke of his upcoming book 
Snakes in the Ganga: Breaking India 2.0 in his 
interview with Citti Media. The book is divided into 

three parts and explains how American Marxism is being 
exported into Bharat through individuals who support ideas 
and institutions that are dangerous to the country.

Rajiv Malhotra explaining the title of his book says the snake 
is a metaphor for danger and Ganga indicates the negativity 
that remains hidden. He highlighted that Harvard is the nest 
of snakes, the place where anti-India activists and ideas are 
incubated and bred. New threats have emerged that need 
to be identified and dealt with.

Americanisation of Marxism is a concept which adds 
races to the Marxist theory of economic classes. Germans 
who settled in America developed this theory. This is the 
seed of Critical Race Theory (CRT) and wokeism. Rajivji 
said Herbert Marques who came to California’s Berkley 
University developed the clash of races theory. He also 
pointed out that the CRT has been superimposed on India 
as the Critical Caste Theory (CCT).

Rajivji stated 
superimposing foreign 
history on India gives 
rise to concepts like CCT 
that have no connection 
with Bharat’s reality. 
Propagators of this theory 
falsely equate Brahmins 
with whites and ‘Dalits’ 
with blacks. The main 
intention is to project 
oppression of ‘Dalits’ like 
those faced by blacks. 
Shri Rajiv Malhotra further 
pointed out that even 
Muslims are presented as oppressed minorities.

Americanizing the social structure of another country is 
arrogance. Harvard is the breeding ground of anti-India 
propaganda. In this interview, Rajiv also highlighted the 
difference between India and China in terms of setting the 
agenda. Harvard houses anti-nationals from India and it is 
now training people on governance as policymakers are 
attending courses in the university. “It has unparalleled 
intellectual power to dismantle India,” noted Shri Rajiv.

The author spoke about two such persons from the cabal. 
Ajanta Subramaniam has written a book alleging that IITs 

are brahminical where ‘Dalits’ are oppressed. She says 
Brahmin supremacy is being exported when companies 
abroad employ them. She is being supported by the Harvard 
ecosystem.

Suraj Yengde is a fellow at Harvard Kennedy School who 
identifies as an Afro-Dalit. He wants ‘Dalits’ to identify 
as blacks. However, he has a flawed understanding of 
Buddhism, Hindu Dharma and Marxism. Rajivji also said 
that Suraj has weird ideas regarding caste and the Aryan 
invasion theory.

In his interview, the author also pointed out how Indian 
billionaires are sponsoring anti-India agenda through their 
association with Harvard. Anand Mahindra’s Mahindra 
Humanities Centre, Laxmi Mittal’s South Asia Institute and 
Piramal’s Public Health centre were some of the examples 
cited by him.

Explaining how American concepts are exported to Bharat, 
Shri Rajiv cited institutes such as Ashoka University, 
TISS, and Azim Premji University among others. These 
institutions propagate the ideas and concepts incubated at 

Harvard.

Social Science and liberal 
arts at Harvard aren’t 
based on Indian ideas. 
Shri Rajiv Malhotra says 
if Bharatiyas want to 
sponsor Harvard, then 
they should sponsor 
streams such as science, 
technology, engineering, 
and medicine. He pointed 
out how China doesn’t 
engage Harvard in social 
justice and human rights. 
China sets the agenda 

while Bharat follows the agenda set by Harvard.

Rajiv Malhotra said that while the left-liberals have a well-
developed ecosystem, the pro-Bharat activists aren’t 
coordinated. The book would help the pro-Bharat activists 
to articulate and put forward their views in a better manner. 
The first part of the book deals with the discourse and who 
produces it, Harvard as the snake nest/incubator is the 
second part, and the final part explains how it reflects in 
India. The book will be released on September 26.

This Article was first published in Hindupost.com
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Why India’s IITs Are Being Targeted 
In West For Pushing Meritocracy

Rajiv Malhotra

In her influential book The Caste of Merit: Engineering 
Education in India, Harvard University’s professor 
Ajantha Subramanian has accused the IITs of 

perpetuating caste oppression. The crux of her argument 
is that the structure of IITs favours Brahmins and upper 
castes and is oppressive towards the lower castes. 
Therefore, even if entrance examinations are open to all 
and there is no discrimination in how marks are awarded, 
they are still guilty.

She traces the oppressive structure to the period of British 
rule in India. Prior to that, engineering was considered 
a hands-on job that was suitable for lower caste people. 
This changed during the British period because they split 
the discipline into its theoretical and hands-on aspects. 
With Brahmins conspiring to grab the theoretical side, 
only the hands-on work remained for lower castes. Since 
Brahmins were intelligent people, this kind of stratification 
also served the British interest, because they could use 
their skills in administration. It also opened the door for 
Brahmins to make money as technocrats and industrialists, 
which was not possible in their traditional roles. Therefore, 
the whole arrangement was highly beneficial for Brahmins 
while it hurt lower castes.

This part of her thesis is substantially correct. Infinity 
Foundation has documented the skills of many lower caste 
people in its History of Indian Science and Technology 
book series. What Subramanian fails to uncover however 
is the lack of initiatives by the Indian government since 
independence to take corrective measures. The British 
system was not designed to skill the lower castes but was 
intended to develop a battery of clerks that would help 
them rule the country.

Rather than bringing a change in the education system 
invented by the British, successive governments have 
continued with it. This has resulted in a loss of skill at 
the hands-on level because getting an education does 

not help people get jobs at that level. It also does not 
attract people who may have an aptitude for such work 
simply because it doesn’t pay. On the other hand, the 
expansion of engineering into computer sciences has 
further expanded the theoretical side, creating additional 
opportunities for the people engaged in theory. Therefore, 
the flow of human capital based on skills and aptitude is 
blocked.

Subramanian’s contention is that the only way to correct 
this unfortunate circumstance is by dismantling the IITs. It 
doesn’t matter that these centres of excellence produce the 
most talented tech people that the world recognises. It also 
doesn’t matter to her that these institutions are lifting the 
value of Brand India all over the world. She cannot tolerate 
the success of IIT people either in India or in Silicon Valley, 
or the way that they are spreading their influence all over 
the world through their professional networking. According 
to her, this spread of influence is pernicious because it is an 
expansion of Brahmin power.

Her theory assumes that lower caste people lack merit, 
because of which they cannot pass the entrance exam 
and qualify as IIT engineers. Therefore, she declares the 
entrance exam itself to be a sham. It is not based on true 
meritocracy because it excludes certain people. She does 
not support changing the system to treat equally the hands-
on and theoretical students, even though that would remedy 
her claim of bias. Nothing less than rejecting meritocracy 
would satisfy her.

Subramanian’s problem with the IITs and her solution is 
linked to the Marxist ideology that she prescribes to. Since 
Marxism requires you to dismantle existing structures to 
make way for a new one and since IITs are well-established 
structures, she is calling for their destruction.

Details of her thesis and our rebuttal are in the book, 
Snakes in the Ganga. Visit SnakesInTheGanga.com.
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Snakes in the Ganga – Breaking India 2.0: 
Clean up before it is too late for India

Brig Hemant Mahajan
“Snakes In the Ganga: Breaking India 2.0” a book written 

by Shri Rajiv Malhotra and Mrs Vijaya Viswanathan has 
received lot of acclaim in India. The book brings out 
various challenges that are there to India’s national security 
from USA. Average Indian thinks that the danger to India 
is from Pakistan and China or internally from Terrorism, 
Illegal Migration from Bangladesh, Left Wing Extremism 
and Islamic Radicalization. Despite the fact that USA is a 
democratic country like India, it still poses a lot of dangers 
to India’s national security. There are many in the USA 
media, many intellectuals, few universities, few in the 
political parties also run an agenda of creating chaos in 
India by sowing the seeds division on the basis of caste.

Snakes in the Ganga book throws light on various anti-
Indian activities that are taking place in the USA, focuses 
on people who are doing it and more important sheds light 
on what should be done to counter these breaking India 
forces.

Rajiv Malhotras first book written was “On Artificial 
Intelligence and Future of Power” which was very well 
received. The second book Breaking India 1.0 Published 
in 2014 talked about various dangerous to India from the 
inimical forces in USA. Somehow the dangers brought out 
by him were not countered effectively.In the latest book 
he talks about more dangerous that come from the USA. 
The nature of the dangers, its capability to break India has 
increased considerably, since his last book.

Present book has 860 pages, 63 pages 0f end notes, with 
bibliography of 59 pages. This shows the deep research the 
authors have done in exposing inimical forces in the USA.
It will not be possible to cover important extracts of this 
book in one article. I therefore will endeavor to cover these 
inimical forces and countering them in three parts of my 
article.

Why The Title Snakes In Ganga

Snakes in the Ganga unveils uncomfortable truths 
concerning India’s vulnerabilities.

The authors explain that the title is a metaphor for hidden 
dangers. Ganga is a safe place, and we don’t suspect 
any threats when we bathe in it. The book exposes that 
unknown to most people, some vicious enemies of dharma 
are lurking beneath the surface. When you are bathing in 
the river, you are immersed in Mother Ganga, in the feeling 
of sacredness. You have a feeling of safety and comfort 
and a hope for rejuvenation.

Therefore, you let down your guard and expose yourself 
totally. You are totally unsuspecting and vulnerable. The last 
thing you expect is that there are also poisonous snakes 
underneath the calm waters.The dangers come from USA 
which is the perceived land of gold for many Indians.

Caste And Racism Are Inseparable

The fact that these theories get spun in leading Ivy 
League universities like Harvard makes them all the more 
acceptable to many Indians. And when there’s this huge, 
dedicated machinery consisting of people, networks, 
projects, and institutions that are dedicated to transferring 
these ideas to India, there’s no escape from the situation.

“A new theory has been formulated in the United States, in 
Ivy Leagues called ‘Critical caste theory’. Basically, it says, 
caste is the origin of American racism” .Elaborating the 
theory further the book says, “Caste originated in the Vedic 
tradition according to them and the British learnt it in India 
and brought it to America and helped them frame the black 
and white issue in terms of racism. So caste and racism are 
inseparable. The Nazis caught this idea from the British and 
that generated the Nazi holocaust.

So caste is the worldwide culprit for racism everywhere, it 
is the architecture, the blueprint from which racism of all 
kinds emerges worldwide and as per the snakes it came 
from India.”So blame India for all the ills in USA and Europe.

The authors

Rajiv Malhotra is a researcher and public intellectual on 
civilizational studies, world religions, and cross-cultural 
encounters. He was trained initially as a physicist, and then 
as a computer scientist specializing in Artificial Intelligence 
in the 1970s. After a successful corporate career in the USA, 
he became an entrepreneur and founded and ran several 
IT companies across twenty countries. Since the early 
1990s, as the founder of his nonprofit Infinity Foundation 
(Princeton, USA), he has been researching civilizations 
from a historical, social sciences, and mind sciences 
perspective.

Vijaya Viswanathan is a mechanical engineer by training 
and holds an MBA from the Wharton Business School. 
After a successful corporate career in manufacturing and 
finance based in the USA, Singapore, and Europe, she 
turned her focus to education. Vijaya is active in initiatives 
that focus on curricula, pedagogy, and mentoring. As a 
student under Swami Dayananda Saraswati of Arsha Vidya 
Gurukulam, Vijaya studied Vedanta as well as dharmic and 
civilizational thought.
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Theme Of The Book

Intense warfare against India’s integrity is the work of a well-
orchestrated global machinery driven by a new ideology.

Marxism has been reincarnated as Critical Race Theory in US 
academia and serves as the framework to address America’s 
racism. This has been recklessly mapped on to India. Caste 
is equated with Race. Marginalized communities of India 
are considered as Blacks and Brahmins as the Whites 
of India. Groups claiming grievances (like Muslims and 
LGBTQ+) are artificially clubbed together.Popularly called 
the Woke movement, the mission is to dismantle Indian 
civilization and heritage by waging an uncompromising 
war against India’s government, educational institutions, 
culture, industry, and society.

Harvard University is Ground Zero of these social theories 
developed in collaboration with few Indian scholars, 
activists, journalists and artists. This represents a clear and 
present danger to India’s sovereignty and national security.
Several Indian elites are hoisting Harvard as the vishwa 
guru with their money and family names. Some private 
universities within India are importing Wokeism that has 
serious repercussions for India’s stability.

Indian corporates are bringing the latest Western rubric 
of Environmental, Social, and Governance ratings into 
their workplace. This is aligned with the global Social 
Justice movement,is just not applicable to India.China has 
exploited this latest infrastructure as a passage to India. 
The book also highlights the difference between India and 
China in terms of setting the agenda

An entire ecosystem of ideologies, institutions and 
young leaders is emerging for the recolonization of India.
Dangerous Narrative Warfare from the USA has to be 
countered tooth and nail. It has to be proved that treating 
critical race theory as  Critical cast theory Is flawed.

Targeting center’s of excellence  

The most dangerous mischief by the snakes   is to target 
centres of excellence in USA  and later in India.There has 
been a lawsuit in Silicon Valley against CISCO charging 
that the Brahmins who are in the management there are 
essentially racist… Therefore, the American law on racism 
which is extremely serious has to be applied to prosecute 
any such cases. This has shaken up Silicon Valley. 
Workshops on caste are being conducted at top levels 
in technological companies in Silicon Valley. It has been 
projected that  there’s casteism wherever there are Indian 
techies. “So, Indian techies are subjects of attack,the book 
says.

“The US government, the Democratic Party has a large 
amount of wokeist Congressmen, some of them are Indian. 
The lobby turning the caste into a form of racism is strong 

and Harvard has actually enacted a policy that caste should 
be treated as a race, and so have many other universities. 
Equating caste and racism are becoming almost a de facto 
standard in many places in public life.

Targeting of Indians on the basis of caste has to be 
countered in the technological companies. The Americans 
have to be made to understand that without bright Indians 
the technological companies in USA cannot survive.

Clean Up Before It Is Too Late For India

Authors shed light on what the book is all about and ‘who 
are the snakes’ that are referred to in ‘Snakes in the Ganga’.

These consists of ideas, these consists of individuals and 
institutions. They are named  and a whole lot of explanation 
is given about dangers from them. Actually, they are quoted 
in their own words, so it’s not insinuating… these are major 
players in big names, in big institutions.”

Malhotra who had already written a book on ‘Breaking 
India’ 1.0 depicting the interference of the US and European 
churches, think tanks, foundations and human rights group 
in trying to break  apart Dravidian and Dalit communities in 
India.Now he speaks about Harvard and wokeism imported 
from the US in the Breaking India 2.0.

This book discusses that Breaking India 2.0 which is far 
more serious in its insidiousness, influence, funding, and 
resources, and its impact on the Indian civilization as 
a whole. As an after-effect of Malhotra’s earlier books, 
Breaking India and Being Different, the thoughtful readers 
have been questioning the extent of colonized conditioning 
of minds of few Indians. But colonization has taken on a 
different hue in the modern day, with open adulation of 
everything American. This also means that Indians are 
opening up to American ideas, good or bad, which makes 
it easy for their social movements to get mirrored in India, 
even when they do not apply. Concerned readers hope that 
Snakes in the Ganga is taken seriously and the Ganga is 
cleaned up before it is too late for India.India as a country, 
the Indian society and the Government of India is capable 
of correcting flaws in the Indian society if any. It does not 
require experts from the USA to point out as to what is 
wrong in India.

Extract of the book “Snakes in the Ganga: Breaking India 
2.0 Part 2 September 2022-by Rajiv Malhotra and Vijay 
Viswanathan

In part 1 of the article, I covered why the book’s title is 
Snakes in the Ganga, how caste and racism are mixed, and 
why India needs to counter the dangers before it is too late.

In part 2, I will cover the following: Dangerous Afro-Dalit 
project to paint Dalit’s as the ‘Blacks’ of India, Propagating 
the Wrong Theory of Foreign Aryans and Their Misdeeds, 
Funding activities inimical to India’s unity, sovereignty, 
Stopping Intellectual Support to Subversive Elements in 
India, How Snakes Are Incubated, Nurtured in few American 
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Universities.

From Breaking India, written in 2011, to Snakes in the 
Ganga: Breaking India 2.0, written in Sept 2022  

The by-line ‘Breaking India 2.0’ explains new dangers 
compared to those discussed in Shree Malhotra’s classic 
book, Breaking India, written in 2011. This time, the forces 
are broader in scope and have substantial financial backing.

A summary of dangers visualized in the book Breaking 
India 1.0, as projected in 2011, is given in succeeding paras.

Dangerous Afro-Dalit project to paint Dalit’s as the ‘Blacks’ 
of India 

In the 1990s, an African-American scholar at Princeton 
University told the author that he had returned from a trip 
to India, where he was working with the ‘Afro-Dalit Project’. 
This US-operated and -financed project frames inter-jati /
varna interactions and the Dalit movement using American 
cultural and historical lenses. The Afro-Dalit project 
purports to paint Dalit’s as the ‘Blacks’ of India and non-
Dalit’s as India’s ‘Whites’. The history of American racism, 
slavery and Black/White relations is thus superimposed 
onto Indian society.

The Dalit experience bears little resemblance to the African 
slave experience in America. Dalit’s in India have reached 
the highest positions in all walks of life in India. But taking 
its cue from the American experience, the Afro-Dalit project 
attempts to empower Dalit’s by casting them as victims.

Dividing India based on caste is perilous and should not be 
accepted. All individuals, organizations, and NGOs running 
such programs should be blocked. Only a united India will 
help the country to take its rightful place in the comity of 
nations faster.

Propagating Wrong Theory Foreign Aryans and Their 
Misdeeds 

Separately, he was studying and writing about the ‘Aryans’, 
who they were, and whether the origin of Sanskrit and 
Vedas was an import by ‘invaders’ or indigenous to India. 
This led to research on the colonial-era construction of the 
Dravidian identity, which did not exist before the nineteenth 
century and was fabricated as an identity in opposition to 
the Aryans. Its survival depends upon belief in the theory of 
foreign Aryans and their misdeeds.

The authors had also been researching the US Church’s 
funding of activities in India, such as the popularly 
advertised campaigns to ‘save’ poor children by feeding, 
clothing and educating them. However, during trips to India, 
the authors found that the funds collected were being used 
not so much for the purposes indicated to sponsors but for 
indoctrination and conversion activities.

Additionally, the authors were involved in numerous 
debates in the US with think tanks, independent scholars, 

human rights groups and academics, specifically on their 
treatment of Indian society as a sort of scourge that the 
West had to ‘civilize.’

In his book “The Invasion That Never Was”, published on 
– March 1, 1996, Michel Danino proves that the theory 
of Aryan invasion was wrong (if proof was required). A 
student of Indian civilization, culture and history, he has 
lectured widely and published research papers in journals 
of archaeology and Indology. In 1996, he wrote a brief 
study of the Aryan in the Indian context, The Invasion That 
Never Was (2nd edition 2000), further enlarged a decade 
later in a French book. David Frawley, an American author 
and researcher, also proved that the Aryan invasion never 
occurred.

It’s incredible and shocking that so many generations have 
swallowed the myth of an ‘Aryan invasion’ all their years. 
It is an eye-opener, especially for all Indians who a fake 
history of their land has deceived. Subversion of our history 
requires to be corrected and countered.

Snakes Incubated and Nurtured in American Ivy League 
Universities 

These opposing forces are infiltrating India’s institutions 
and polluting them with toxins to retard India’s economic 
progress. The book explains the new academic frameworks 
and discourse developed in places like Harvard University 
with sinister intentions towards India. It also describes 
how some of India’s elites, including some well-known 
ones, are knowingly or unknowingly, consciously or maybe 
unconsciously, actively sponsoring such opposing forces.

The book says that the nest where these snakes are 
being incubated and nurtured are American Ivy League 
universities. The production of such anti-India knowledge 
involves a large number of Indians at every level, but 
the overall leadership at the highest levels tends to be 
controlled by Westerners.

Many bright young Indians are lured into Harvard’s orbit, 
tutored and brainwashed before sending them back to India 
to spread the dangerous thinking. The authors examine 
several snake nests at Harvard – various departments and 
centres in public health, humanities, government, South 
Asian Studies and other disciplines, all under the Harvard 
brand.  Even entire institutions are being set up in India 
where such individuals and ideologies are imported and 
spread among India’s present and future leaders.

Many such snakes are camouflaged as movements like 
human rights, social justice, women’s empowerment, 
pluralism, free speech, democracy, and other such 
buzzwords. The legitimacy of the Indian government is 
challenged, and all social problems are blamed on its 
government and the Hindu civilization. Dalit’s, Muslims, 
feminists, LGBTQ+ and others are aroused to oppose the 
Indian nation. This is a Breaking India strategy.
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Harvard is a snake’s nest

Black author Isabel Wilkerson has added her voice through 
her book Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents. Her book 
has ‘fabricated a new identity that unifies Dalit’s and 
Africans and projects them ‘as the epicentre of victimhood’. 
She blames all racism worldwide on caste. According to 
her, caste, which she attributes to ancient Vedic sources, is 
the source of all racism. British picked it up from India and 
took it to America, resulting in racism against Blacks.

Wilkerson’s book has gained mileage in American media 
due to promotion by the New York Times and Oprah Winfrey 
through her book club.

At Harvard, Wilkerson’s thesis is taught as fact, and 
counter-arguments are not entertained. Many corporations 
use this work in their diversity training initiatives, which is 
an assault on Indian society.  Snakes in the Ganga is the 
first serious rebuttal to Wilkerson’s thesis. The battle of 
narrative warfare can only be won if it’s fought in the US 
media and US universities like Harvard.

Harvard Universities’ effort to recolonize India 

In the days of the British Raj, discourse about India was 
controlled by Oxford University. Now the Americans 

have taken over this recolonization project, headed by its 
institutions led by Harvard. The book uncovers the vast 
ecosystem and funding network created by Harvard and 
the speed and scale of these efforts.

“Harvard is a snake’s nest; their websites and dissertations 
are rife with the anti-Indian and anti-Hindu sentiment, where 
anti-India activists and ideas are incubated and bred. New 
threats have emerged that need to be identified and dealt 
with. This desire is to undermine Indian social structures. 
The book explains how American Marxism is being 
exported into Bharat through individuals supporting ideas 
and institutions dangerous to India.

Social Science Liberal Arts at Harvard Aren’t Based On 
Indian Ideas 

A vital point explained in the book is that the DNA of such 
snakes is Marxism; this poison is spilling into society. 
The book describes how Marxism is being reformulated 
and repackaged into ideological systems like Critical 
Race Theory. The authors support movements like Black 
Lives Matter but wish to point out how such activities are 
dovetailed to fulfil Marxist agendas.

Social Science and liberal arts at Harvard aren’t based on 
Indian ideas. If Bharatiyas want to sponsor Harvard, they 
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should support streams such as science, technology, 
engineering, and medicine.

The book also looks into the role of Indian corporates in” 
bringing the latest Western rubric of Environmental, Social, 
and Governance ratings into their workplace.” It “unveils 
uncomfortable truths concerning India’s vulnerabilities, 
“intense warfare against India’s integrity is the work of 
a well-orchestrated global machinery driven by a new 
ideology.”

Book points out how China doesn’t engage Harvard in 
social justice and human rights. India has to evolve the 
Indian rubric of Environmental, Social, and Governance 
ratings in India.

Like China, India should set Indian agenda for Harvard. 
Indian corporates like the Azim Premji’s, Anand Mahindra, 
Lakshmi Mitta, jay Piramal and many others should fund 
Harvard only if they follow the Indian way of thinking.

Funding activities inimical to India’s unity and sovereignty

The authors decided to track the primary organizations 
involved in promulgating various anti-Indian theories, 
spearheading political campaigns, and eventually 
prosecuting India on the grounds of human rights violations. 
The research included following the money trail by using 
the financial disclosure provisions in the US, studying the 
promotional materials from most such organizations, and 
monitoring their conferences, workshops and publications. 
They investigated the individuals behind such activities and 
their institutional affiliations.

What the authors found out should sound the alarm bell 
for every Indian concerned about our national integrity. 
India is the prime target of a huge enterprise—a ‘network’ 
of organizations, individuals and churches—that seems 
intensely devoted to creating a separatist identity, history 
and even religion for the vulnerable sections of India.

This nexus of players includes not only church groups, 
government bodies and related organizations but also 
private think tanks and academics. On the surface, they 
appear to be separate and isolated from one another, but 
their activities are well coordinated and well-funded from 
the US and Europe.

Their resolutions, position papers, and strategies are well 
articulated. Beneath the veneer of helping the downtrodden, 
some objectives are inimical to India’s unity and sovereignty.

The author’s research on anti-Indian Activities in the USA 
is very comprehensive and should be an eye-opener for 
everybody in India. The authors deserve to be complimented 
for their detailed research.

The Supreme Court on November 14 22 said religious 
conversions using force, allurement, or fraud might 
“ultimately affect the security of the nation and freedom 
of religion and conscience of citizens” while directing 
the Centre to “step in” and clarify what it intends to do to 
curb compulsory or deceitful religious conversion. This 
underlines how serious the threat is, highlighted by Shree 
Rajiv Malhotra in his book.

Intellectual Support to Subversive Elements in India 

A few Indians from the communities being ’empowered’ 
were in top positions in these Western organizations, 
and the whole enterprise was conceived, funded and 
strategically managed by Westerners. However, there are 
now a growing number of Indian individuals and NGOs who 
have become co-opted by them and receive funding and 
mentorship from the West.

South Asian studies in the US and European universities 
invite many such ‘activists’ regularly and give them 
prominence. The same organizations had also invited and 
given academic support to Khalistanis, Kashmir militants, 
Maoists, and other subversive elements in India.

Whether the campaigns to mobilize Dalit’s, Dravidians, and 
others in India part of the foreign policy of a few Western 
countries? In no other major country, so many anti-society 
campaigns are being run.

This separatist identity gets weaponized into all-out 
militancy, LWE, violence or political fragmentation. It was 
noticed that many Indians are unaware of the subversive 
forces at work against their country.

This book looks at the current players involved in shaping 
these separatist identities. It includes an analysis of the 
individuals and institutions affected and their motivations, 
activities, and desired endgame. While many are located 
in the US and the European Union, there is an increasing 
number in India. The latter also functions like the local 
branch offices of these foreign entities.

The subversive elements come in many shapes and sizes. 
They need to be identified early and dealt with under the 
laws of the land. The country has finally started dealing with 
subversive elements from abroad and within. Over the last 
few years, many NGOs that received funds for subversive 
activities have been banned, or their funding stopped.

Much is being written about India’s rise in economic terms 
and its implications for India’s overall clout. But more 
is needed to be written on what can go wrong given the 
rapidly expanding programs exposed in this book and the 
stress they put on India’s fault lines.

This article first appeared in Organiser Weekly.  
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Poison from the fangs of Harvard
Introduction of Dr Rajiv Malhotra’s book `The snakes in the Ganga’.

 Dr B. Sarangapani

India is under tremendous pressure from the continuing 
onslaught on the culture and civilization of the nation; 
multiple forces inimical to the nation are tactically and 

in coordination are attacking India from various focal 
points in the world. The conspiracy of international forces 
which sought to portray India’s social structure as an 
unfair oppressive system was  exposed in the seminal 
work `Breaking India: Western Intervention in Dravidian 
and Dalit Faultlines’ about 12 years ago, this book acted 
as a guiding force which paved way to the subsequent 
intellectual revolution. The term `Breaking India forces’, 
and the intellectual framework and terminology described 
in the book became a part of the intellectual revolution. 
The book presented irrefutable evidence and exposed 
both internal and external conspiracies which sought to 
completely annihilate the nation’s culture and civilization by 
religious conversions of people, especially in rural areas, by 
fraudulent means and through the lure of money and other 
benefits.   

In the background of increasing information and awareness 
of the `breaking India’ conspiracies, newer and more 
dangerous attempts by inimical forces are coming to the 
fore, qualitatively these newer forces are different from 
the older ones. Author of `Breaking India’ Dr Rajiv Malhotra 
has now published his new work `The snakes in the Ganga: 
Breaking India forces 2.0’, it has more potent information 
than the previous work. The breaking India forces today 
have infiltrated the academic spaces and are part of 
the `intellectual’ assaults. With his deep research and 
observations, Sri Rajiv Malhotra has given very specific and 
critical information on these new `breaking India’ forces 
and their conspiracies.   

This book sheds light on the forces which are active behind 
the current social conflicts in the society.  If we are unaware 
of these international conspiracies, we would be unable to 
understand the ill-intentions behind the `protests’ against 
Article 370 Abrogation, against the amendments in the 
CAA laws (Citizenship Act), against Farm laws, and the 
unrest and `protests’ in the recent issues of  Nupur Sharma, 
Aginpath scheme etc.    

The new work `Snakes in the Ganga’ debates the academic 
and intellectual frameworks of `Critical Race Theory (CRT)’ 
and it’s links with Marxism, this CRT or Wokeism became 
the basis of analyzing the Indian social conditions.  Very few 
people would know that wokeism is being used extensively 
to not only analyze  but also declare their judgments on 
diverse issues like caste, complaints by muslims, Kashmir 

issue, LGBT movements, communal clashes, public health 
and water distribution policies, education and environment 
policies and any other issue related to India. The book 
discusses and analyses how the `Critical Race Theory 
(CRT)’ has entered the Indian discourse and it’s potential 
destructive pathways in the near future.      

The alliance between the African American (black) 
intellectuals and `dalit’ intellectuals has been forged and 
is being guided by the Harvard University, new frameworks 
of `Critical Caste theory’, ` Critical Dalit Theory’ are being 
developed by bringing together elements from Critical Race 
Theory (CRT) and are being taught as courses in Harvard 
and other prominent universities in USA. Harvard neither 
teaches nor even allows debate on other alternate theories 
and thought processes. 

The devious attempts to equate black Americans with Dalits, 
white Americans with Brahmins began in the early part of 
the previous decade; Dr Rajiv Malhotra explains how these 
nefarious movements are coming into fruition now. Even 
though the glorious movements that blacks fought in the 
US for abolition of slavery and their Civil rights movements 
have no relation with the Dalit movement in India, Harvard 
professors are fully engaged in manufacturing similarities 
between these two different steams. They are running ̀ Dalit 
lives matters’ movement in parallel with `Black heritage 
movement’; there is a `dalit Panthers Organization’ just like 
a `Black Panthers Party’.  Dr Malhotra discloses in the book 
that many similar parallels are being cooked up by Harvard 
academics. 

Our academics immediately endorse and introduce various 
theories that emerge out of USA without any critical scrutiny 
or understanding. Caste survey was undertaken in silicon 
valley from the Critical Race Theory angle, and they have 
sought to pronounce instant judgments that forward caste 
persons of Indian origin are indulging in racial discrimination, 
with the nefarious intentions of dragging them to courts. 
They are gathering `atrocity literature’ in massive volumes; 
Dr Malhotra is warning us that Artificial Intelligence based 
algorithms would be vigorously used in the propaganda 
against India.  The continuing brain-drain and migration 
from India, while causing loss to India, has tremendously 
benefitted America. Yet American academicians are 
indulging in the false propaganda that premier institutions 
of sciences, technology, mathematics, management etc are 
encouraging caste-discrimination in India. They are alleging 
that meritorious students from Brahmin community are 
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studying in these educational institutions and hence it is 
leading to `brahminical hegemony’. 

Harvard university is taking the politics of the Indian partition 
and Identity issues to the extreme level. The british divided 
and controlled Indians in the name of their ̀ Civilizing mission’. 
Now currently Harvard university is freely providing academic 
resources and frameworks to the identity and separatist 
politics and is coolly watching the ensuing circus. Sanskrit 
language is being portrayed as a language of the oppressor.  
They name Hindu dharma as a religion which needs to be 
dismantled, while simultaneously giving the identity of the 
`oppressed religion’ to islam, which no one even asked. They 
are alleging that Indian family system is oppressive, which 
denotes patriarchy and brahminical hegemony. They have 
not even left the ancient guru-parampara from this premise; 
these are direct assaults on Indian cultural foundations.  
They severely criticize India, Indian constitution and India’s 
ruling polity. It is notable that these academics are not 
debating or analyzing any other country’s  social structures 
or conditions, but are focused only on India.

`Snakes in the Ganga’ is the result of the deep analytical 
research by Dr Rajiv Malhotra.  Many prominent Indian 
industrialists are creating endowments and are funding 
various such research projects at Harvard university; 
in other words, our young Indian researchers are being 
encouraged by Harvard university to do breaking-india 
research projects funded by Indian industrialists.

The book is written in a readable style, it has 23 chapters 
and reveals volumes of information that we are not aware 
of. Every social worker needs to read the book to understand 
the divisive breaking-India forces at work. The book aids 
and inspires us in building a counter-movement against the 
breaking-India conspiracies.   

This article was first appeared in Jagruthi Telugu 
Magazine. Translated by Pradakshina.
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Renaming Commission
Dr T H Chowdary

“Lordships  Js K M Joseph and B V Nagaratna dismissed 

the petition of Sri Ashwini Upadhyay seeking to set up a 
Renaming Commission for restoration of original names of 
historical, cultural and religious places that were changed 
by foreigners”.  (Indian Express 28/2/23)

2. The Bench reiterated the oft pompously stated view that 
“Hinduism is a way of life”.  Actually Hinduism is not only 
a way of life; it is also a view of all life on planet earth.  It 
is unlike the Abrahamic religions  - Judaism, Christianity 
and Islam ( and also the other Abrahamic, Marxist political 
theology) whose Gods are jealous, intolerant and mutually 
hateful inciting and instructing their followers through their 
prophets to convert 
the whole world  to the 
faith handed down by 
their prophets.  No 
Hindu God or Hindu 
saint, or swami or 
guru has directed his 
believers to convert 
others to the only 
true God like himself 
or herself. Hindus 
don’t set up missions 
to spread their view 
of life and creation 
and proselytize and 
convert Christians, 
Muslims and  Jews to Hinduism.  At the most, they welcome 
back to Hinduism, those who had been  “converted” to the 
intolerant Abrahamic religions and now realize the folly and 
so desire to come back to the way and view of life of their 
ancestors and their  living Hindu relatives and friends .

3. Coming to Sri Aswini Upadhyay’s petition to the Supreme 
Court,  seeking its directive to the Union government to 
set up a “ Renaming Commission”, let us recall and face 
facts . Countries which gained independence and freedom 
from imperial colonial foreign rule have, in  assertion of 
nationalism and freedom from conquerors rule did discard 
the imperialist given names and restored/adopted their 
national names.  Burma became Myanmar; Gold Coast 
became Ghana; 

Rhodesia became Zimbabwe; Ceylon became Sri Lanka; 
Madagascar became Malagasy.  South west Africa became 
Angola and recently Turkey became Turkiye!  Tanganyika 

became Tanzania, Cambodia became Kampuchea…. 
Should India be an exception and for what reason? Our 
Constitution refers to our country as India that is Bharat ( 
Art #  1 ). Imperial Britain never referred to our country as 
Bharat.  Arabs, Afghans, Turks and Mongols  invaded India. 
Some like Muhammad of Ghazni and the Iranian Nadir 
Shah invaded our country, looted  our treasures, desecrated 
and destroyed temples and went away. Some like Md. 
Ghori, Ahmed Shah Abdali and Babur invaded, conquered  
settled and ruled over parts of our country, desecrated and 
destroyed temples and converted some of the defeated 
and conquered people . Like the Dutch and British Christian 
conquerors of South Africa and Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), 

the foreign Islamic 
invaders settled in the 
conquered territories 
of India; some of them 
married the natives ( 
like European settlers 
married South 
African natives) and 
produced native 
Muslims.

4. That the Muslim 
invader- settler- rulers 
were not motivated 
purely by gain of  
treasures and rule 
over Indian territory 

but also by the resolve to deal death-blows to idol worship 
and destruction of Hindu /  Buddhist /  Jain places of 
worship, is boldly stated opinion of scholars like Dr  B.R 
Ambedkar; historians Will Durant and Arnold Toynbee. 
Here are their decisive opinions/ verdicts on the Islamic 
conquest  of India.

Will Durant: 

“The Mohamedan conquest of India is probably the 
bloodiest story in history.  It is a discouraging tale, for its 
evident moral is that civilization is a precarious thing, whose 
delicate complex of order and liberty, culture and peace 
may at any time be overthrown by barbarians invading from 
without or multiplying within” (Source: Story of Civilization).

Arnold Toynbee :

“Aurangazeb’s purpose in building these mosques ( Kashi 
and Mathura) was the same  intentionally offensive political 
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purpose that moved the Russians to build  their  Cathedral 
in the city center at Warsaw. I must say that Aurangazeb 
was a veritable genius for picking out provocative  sites.  
Aurangzeb and Phillip –II  of Spain are a pair.  They are 
incarnations  of the gloomy fanatical vein in Christian, 
Muslim and Jewish family of religions………Perhaps  the 
Poles  were really  kinder in destroying the Russians’ self 
discrediting monuments in Warsaw than you (Indians) 
have been   in sparing Aurangzeb’s  mosques. (Source: 
Azad Memorial Lecture at Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Mumbai 
-1963)  

Dr B R Ambedkar: 

• Muslims’ invasions were not undertaken merely out of 
lust for loot or conquest- there is no doubt that striking  
a blow at the idolatry and polytheism of Hinduism and 
establishing Islam in India was also one of the aims. 

• The Muslim invaders were all united by one common 
objective and that was to destroy the Hindu faith. 
Slavery was the  fate of those  Hindus captured in the  
holy war . 

• Islam  is a closed corporation and the  distinction  that 
it makes between Muslims and non-Muslims is a very 
real, very positive and very alienating  distinction .

• The resolution passed by the  Working Committee of 
the Congress on the Moplha atrocities in 1921 shows  
how careful the Congress was not to hurt the feelings 
of the   Musalmans.

5. As part of their iconoclastic imperial and Islamic 
supremacy Muslim rulers in India replaced historic and 
traditional names of cities, towns, and villages by Islamic 
names. This went on across the centuries; the name 
changes continued in the Nizam’s Hyderabad territories 
till the middle of the 20th  century  -  the last  prominent 
ones are Mahaboobnagar (Palamuru); Nizamabad (Induru); 
Mahabubabad ( Manukota) ; Karimnagar (Enamalagandla)  
and so on.

6.  It is not that after independence and freedom from British 
rule that we have not restored former names. Chennai, 
Belagavi, Varanasi, Mumbai , Pune, Thiruvananthapuram, 
Kollam, Kochi Kozhikode, Vijayawada, Visakhapatnam, 
Prayaga Raj are some of the restored names; replacing the 
foreign rulers - given names.

7. The example of South Africa after the native majority 
rule replaced the colonial- conqueror- settler rule is worth 
following. Nelson Mandela the father figure of native 
South Africans established the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission to bring about true repentance and regret 
among the settler whites, erstwhile colonizer- rulers with 

their  racist rule over  native South Africans . Peru in South 
America followed this example to bring about genuine 
reconciliation and fraternity between the conqueror 
-settler- ruler Spaniards and the native “Indians”.  Now, 
Australia is recognizing the guilt of the White European 
Christian conqueror ruling race and  is therefore restoring 
the aboriginals’ rights and human dignity.

8. It is not improper to recall that the Muslims of India under 
the leadership of Muhammad Ali Jinnah and the Muslim 
League asserted that they are a separate nation defined by 
their religion Islam; they voted (1946) and rioted  to force 
division of India and create the Islamic state of Pakistan,  
where the pre-1947  non-Muslim (Hindu , Sikh )  population 
is reduced  from 18% to under 2% and here in India the 
proportion of Muslim population has increased from 9.8% 
in 1951 to nearly double that by now. 

9. The stridency with which the Muslim parties, the Indian 
Union Muslim League (IUML) , All India Majlis Ittehadul 
Muslameen (AIMIM),  All India United Democratic Front 
(AIUDF),  the now banned Peoples Front of India (PFI ) etc.  
are asserting the separate identity  of Muslims and are 
demanding and getting Muslim majority districts carved 
out of Hindu majority composite districts (Malappuram in 
Kerala; Mewat in Haryana;  Malerkotla in Punjab) disturbs 
and frightens Hindus and makes them wonder whether by 
2047, Bharat will be ruled by Muslim parties, as Muslim 
zealots are planning for .

10. In the light of  Islamism becoming strident in India as in 
the 1940s, it is not unnatural for nationalist Hindus getting 
alarmed and demand the righting of historical wrongs. 
The minimum and first step for bringing reconciliation (if 
ever it will be theologically admissible) is to restore former 
names to villages, towns, cities and regions through the 
suggested  “Renaming Commission” and follow it up by a 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission in the hope that such 
a Commission will enable the  aggrieved people Hindus 
of India  to forgive  and forget the humongous atrocities 
committed by the  invader, settler-ruler hordes and  their  
converted  collaborators on the native Hindus and  their  
civilizational and  cultural assets.   

11. The “Renaming Commission” may also study the work 
of  India’s  National Integration Council set up in 1961 and 
lying ineffective and dormant since several years.

12. The judges of the highest court, the Supreme Court  of 
India  may be supreme but not infallible. Not withstanding 
their opinion, government committed to Bharat and its 
integrity must resolutely take steps to restore Bhartiya 
names to its cities, towns, villages and its lakes, mountains, 
rivers, forests, and institutions. 
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PRAGNA REPORT 

Lokmanthan 2022
The third edition of Lokmanthan was conducted during 21-24 September 2022 in the marvelous Srimanta 

Shankardeva Kalakshetra, Guwahati, Assam. 

Pradakshina 
Lokmanthan, the churn of the nation, is a journey 
embarked upon by Pragna Pravah to seek cultural 
and traditional treasures in the various corners of the 
country. Lokmanthan is a national level colloquium 
organized by Prajna Pravah which welcomes all 
ethnic groups and communities to bring forth their 
traditional knowledge in various spheres that are 
embedded in their cultural practices. This churn or 
this attempt to connect intellectuals and practitioners 
working for the conservation of our cultural heritage 
has resulted in churning out the nectar from the 
knowledge base latent in our consciousness, both 
individual and collective. Prajna Pravah started the 
journey of Lokmanthan from Bhopal in 2016, and 
Ranchi in 2018.  

Lokmanthan 2022 in Guwahati with the theme of Lok 
Parampara celebrates the Lok Sanskriti which has 
been flowing through the hills and dales of Northeast 
Bharat along with the entire country. Intellectual 
Forum of North East (IFNE) is the local organizer 
of the event which is co-hosted by Assam Tourism 
Development Corporation (ATDC). The colloquium 
has been designed as an exciting  composite mosaic 
with intellectual sessions, exhibitions, musical 
performances and pavilions. 

Inaugural 
Lokmanthan 2022 was inaugurated in a grand colorful 
and traditional manner at Srimantha Shankar Dev 
Kalakshetra in Guwahati, Assam on 22nd September 
2022.   The colloquium was inaugurated by the Hon’ble 
Vice President of India, Shri Jagdeep Dhankar in the 
august presence of Governor of Assam Shri Jagdish 
Mukhi and the very reputed and popular Chief Minister 
of Assam, Shri Himantha Biswa Sarma, Pragna 
Pravah National Convenor Shri J. Nand Kumar, and 
Shri Dattatreya Hosabale, Sar karyavah, RSS. Shri J. 
Nand Kumar invited and welcomed all the delegates 
in the grand opening ceremony. In his hearty words, 
he invoked Maa Bharathi, Shrimanta Shankar Dev 
and Bharata Ratna Shri Bhupen Hazarika. He said the 
word lok is not synonymous with folk. Lok is derived 

from Vedas, we can understand that this nation’s 
knowledge traditions - lok gyan parampara continues 
to this day and inspires us all.

Sri Himantha Biswa Sarma, the much loved CM 
of Assam said it is a significant day for the people 
of Assam as Pragna Pravah is conducting the 3rd 
edition, Lok Manthan, the remarkable people’s 
conclave in the state. He welcomed Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankar, the hon’ble Vice President of India and said 
his intellect and wisdom will guide us in the future, 
especially youth, farmers and women. Invaders 
and colonials depicted our sacred land as filled 
with disparate groups and communities. However 
the western nation state is very different from our 
civilizational state with its cultural unity, territorial 
integrity, knowledge traditions which are derived from 
the civilizational nation which spreads across from 
Kashmir to Kanyakumari and Arunachal to Gujarat. 
Vishnu Purana mentions the geographical entities 
and represents Bharat matha as our sacred mother 
and a living entity, where great rivers flow, and where 
people look upon every geographical appearances 
of mountains, rivers and trees as divinities, it makes 
us a living civilization. In the 15th century, Mahantha 
Shrimantha Shankar Dev interacted with great 
saints and scholars all over Bharat, and the same 
reflected in the Assamese culture, that we are all 
part of the ancient Bharat Varsh. Bhakthi Ratnakara 
was translated into Assamese giving a depiction of 
glorious Bharat Matha, in this sacred land, even gods 
and goddesses desire to be born as human beings. 
Srimantha Shankar Dev not only intertwined the 
Assamese culture with Bharat, he saw the reflection 
of the same culture everywhere. The glorious tradition 
and pride in 5K year old culture and civilization is 
reflected in the nation, which is going towards making 
the country a superpower and Viswa Guru. Entire 
north-east has the largest bio diversity, and has huge 
number of ethnic communities with an enormous 
range of cultures, customs, tribal, regional, ethnic 
forms, reflecting in its song and dance, costumes and 
folk cultures. In Assam, Bihu festival worships cow, 
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nature and agriculture. Today we have a renewed 
interest and commitment to explore and study various 
cultural ethnic and tribal communities, today we have 
depts in academics and govt which study all these 
aspects. He welcomed all Lokmanthan delegates to 
the land of Maa Kamakhya and Mahatma Shankardev 
who shower their  blessings on the civilizational 
entity of bharat. Our civilization is much ancient, we 
are not just a  constitutional entity, but a civilizational 
continuity. 

Assam Governor Shri Jagadish Mukhi welcomed 
all delegates and said our country has a tradition of 
knowledge sharing and public discourse, a land of 
wealth and wisdom, science and technology, from 
Vedas Upanishads, trade commerce and culture. 
He hoped that deliberations will be fruitful and 
successful and help us in the revival of our glorious 
cultural legacy. 

Two books were launched on the occasion. ‘Lok 
parampara’, a compendium of life and lore of all 
people of North-East India, of the 8 states -ashta 
lakshmi. Attempt has been made to write on all 
the north eastern states, a land of more than 185 
languages, and various ethnicities. ‘In pursuit of a 
dream’, authored by the hon’ble CM of Ahom, Shri 
Himantha Biswa Sarma, is a compilation of his talks 
speeches and his vision. In this insightful book, he 
has envisioned his thoughts on the grand revival of 
our traditional culture and legacy.

Shri Jagdeep Dhankar, hon’ble Vice -president of india  
delivering his inaugural  address said he’s honored to 
be part of the 3rd edition of lok manthan, the national 
level colloquium, which is celebrating the north-
east traditions and ethos. India has an unrivalled 
tradition of public discourse, debate and dialogues 
on philosophies, texts and scriptures. Historical 
dialogue -samvad of Rishi Yagnavalka- Rishika Gargi 
on the insights of Upanishads is to be remembered. 
Thriving space of dialogue and debate which once 
existed needs to be revived. Intolerance of the others 
views is antithetical to a vibrant culture. Media should 
encourage positive discourses and not sensationalize 
trivial issues. Societal morality and propriety needs to 
be preserved, the silence of intelligentsia is baffling, 
they need to come out and lend their positive voices. 
Institutions whether from civil society, academia, 
thinkers, intellectuals and others need to synergize 
for the functioning of institutions, and not allow the 
upsetting of apple cart of a functioning democracy. 
Event created and media created cacophony shouldn’t 

be allowed to monopolize public discourses. The 
amazing success story that 90 crores of people 
were fed and are still continuing to be supported 
during covid, or  250 million people included in digital 
transactions, and vaccination story of india has 
stunned the world but public discourse obliterates it.  
Padma awards are now going  to genuine grassroots 
people, society rose in one that right persons have 
been given padma awards, they are no longer 
dependent on patronage and privilege. The culture 
of songs reflects in the agricultural season all over 
the country. The traditions have been crystallized and 
developed over thousands of years. The affirmation 
policies which give a space to all people including 
marginalized communities creates the positive 
ecosystem for all to prosper. Samskruthi of Bharat is 
very enriching, the ethnic diversity of the North East 
is amazing yet there is harmony which draws from 
our cultural ethos resonating our universal values 
of peace, harmony and brotherhood. Sane voices of 
leadership emerging from India are respected world 
over, which is becoming more chaotic.  He hoped 
that the 3-day deliberations will help in preserving 
and consolidating our traditions. Dr Gargi Saikia, the 
Assam Convenor of Lokmanthan presented the vote 
of thanks.

In the main session, the key note speaker Sr Kapil Tiwari 
in his keynote address said the ancient is still a living 
tradition and is eternal. Continuous research in the 
path of seeking Truth converts merit into knowledge. 
He also underscored the importance of language-
mother tongue. Knowledge traditions survived in India 
as they became embedded in everyday life. Rit, the 
Vedic root word denotes the knowledge and energy 
which runs through and balances the daily life of the 
society. We need to revive our own traditions where 
people lived in harmony with the nature, mountains 
and rivers. 

A book ‘ishaany manthans’ on the indigenous faiths, 
traditions, confluence with other regions was released 
on the occasion by Sri J. Nand Kumar and others on 
stage.

In the post lunch session on ‘Lok tradition of faith 
and science’, Sri Rajendra Mishra spoke about the 
antiquity of Vedas, and the fact that many Westerners 
borrowed from Indian texts.  Shraddha and Bhakthi 
are intertwined in the practice of applied religion. 
Bhagavadgeeta is the best way of applied religion. 
Our cultural traditions speak about protection of 
entire universe. Dr Neeraja Gupta, VC of Buddhist 
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studies in Sanchi, stated that faith and science are 
intertwined, when universe or creation  is science, the 
understanding of brahma cannot be limited to faith. 
Western Science is stuck in limitations, whereas 
Indian faith is multi-dimensional, we practice science 
in our faith, for example, navaratri when we sow the 
seed, and light the lamp. Today western scientists 
have patented turmeric, which is not only used in 
Ayurveda, but Mother Goddess is worshipped in 
the form of turmeric. Similarly what we dismiss as 
superstition today is time- tested and we may trust 
many such practices implicitly.

Dr Sachidanand Joshi speaking in the session gave 
examples of faith and spirituality infused in everyday 
practice. Speaking on the subject of the importance 
of Genealogies and it’s writings, Dr Sunitha Reddy 
spoke about mythical and historical lineages and 
genealogies.  They could be categorization of either 
patriarchal or matriarchal, patrilineal- matrilineal or 
patrilocal-matrilocal sets. Dr Sukhdev Rao stated that 
writing traditions and folklore contain the histories and 
genealogies, and the nation needs to explore this field 
and stitch together the histories of Akhand Bharat. Dr 
Bhawar Singh Rao speaking on the genealogy aspects 
said the invaders destroyed the histories of many 
families including royalty. A few communities preserve 
the documents which contain the history of those 
families which is reconstructed and updated. Several 
communities had their genealogists who recorded 
those lineages. Interestingly, male and female 
lineages and descent are described and narrated  
by specific sets of communities.  A few universities 
even give doctorates for traditional  practitioners who 
practice such professions as ‘Professor in practice’. 
Dr Ranoj Pegu, Hon’ble Minister of Education stated 
that Northeast is virtually a museum of various ethnic 
communities. After an initiative, many communities 
have started and completed their genealogies of 
forefathers, totems and documented many oral 
histories. He appreciated the concept, research and 
festival of Lok Manthan

2nd Day
On the 2nd day, during the session ‘Concept of Shakti 
in Lok Parampara’, renowned artist Padma Vibhushan 
Sonal Mansingh explained the concept of Shakti 
in folk traditions. As Garbha festival starts during 
Navaratri now, where Mata Amba is installed and 
hundreds of dancers with illuminated lamps worship 
Mata in a ritual dance.  Druids and goddesses in 
all pagan cultures have goddess concept.  Sri 

Adishankaracharya has written ardha narishwari 
stotra giving primacy to the Mother Goddess. She 
also said it’s time to use saam, daan, bheda and 
danda methods to counter western theories which 
are demonizing Hindu goddesses. In the sacred 
Gayatri mantra, bhur bhuva swa, the three worlds of 
earth, sky and beyond has yaksha, kinnara etc. Mata 
Pavitrananda Giri, Mahamandaleshwar in Amaravati, 
spoke on the struggles of Kinnar community and also 
the way ancient India integrated all people, today 
there’s a Kinnar Akhara also. Shri Manoj Shrivastav 
gave several examples of Westerners who have 
distorted and demeaned the Mother, one writer 
depicts Mata  Durga as enjoying with the demon 
Mahishasura and later killing him. Subaltern Studies 
conceived by Marxists like Gramsci deliberately 
targeted Hindu culture, Gods and Goddesses  and 
demonized an entire civilization.

The nation enjoys multitude of Dharmic yatras or 
pilgrimages for millennia, among people of all faiths, 
traditions and Sampradayas. The session on Lok 
Parampara of Dharmic yatras and Annadan in Bharat 
had illustrious speakers. Prof Banabina Brahma, the 
initial speaker stated that Daan is an integral part of 
our traditions, Annadan is the first daan tradition in 
the world, the idea is that no one in the village should 
go hungry. Rig-Veda and Atharva Veda mention many 
danas,  devatha dana, rishi dana

Deerghsasriya ashram present now was established 
by Markandeya muni. Vasishta and Atri too established 
ashrams in Assam. Hieun Tsang found evidences of 
many Dharmic yatras in Assam. Srimantha Shankara 
Dev initiated the neo-vaishnavaite movement which 
was also part of Bhakti movement all over India. The 
Parampara of Teerth yatras is present all over Assam 
and by Bodos especially. Gurudev  Kalicharan Brahma 
inspired by his yatra, also brought in the Renaissance 
in bodo community. 

Dr Pankaj Saxena of Brihat and Indic Academy, 
in his talk reiterated that Lok and Shastra are 
complementary in Bharat. Even though west has 
always attacked and annihilated Lok Parampara, 
he also mentioned that Sanskrit has given Kshetra 
Mahatya of Teerth sthalas. Samskruthi and Prakruti 
are also complementary in Bharath, unlike west 
where everything is disconnected. Yatra in bharat has 
always been Teerth yatra, except the travel for trade. 
Manimahish Kailash of Chamba valley in Himachal 
Pradesh is venerated as Kailash; in many places 
Kailash is synonymous with the actual Kailash. In our 
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tradition, myths and histories are mixed up. The Char-
dhams, Jyotirlings, Shakthi peeths etc are mostly in 
the boundaries of Bharat, these give us a glimpse 
of the foresight of seers like Shankaracharya. He 
said they infused people with Teerth, Katha- vachan 
Parampara to bring them all together, promoting the 
Yatras as well as Sanathana Dharma. Transcendence 
and immanence are ever present in Bharat, and 
these stitch the nation together.  Sri Mukund Datar 
in his presiding remarks also talked about the 
Vitthal -Pandarpur in Maharashtra, the Vari-varkari 
Sampradaya. All yatras used to be done on foot.  
Sant Namadev is an important figure of Bhakthi; in 
our country, Daiva, Desh and Dharma are One. Only 
when culture is alive, patriotism and nationalism are 
present.

In the post lunch session, Dr Parthasarathi Thapliyal 
speaking on ‘Agriculture and Food in Lok Parampara’ 
stated that there are five categories of foods, 
traditionally the first morsels of food is given to 
animals and birds. The farmer also worships the 
soil and seeks permission to till the land. Sri Bishnu 
Manohar, popular chef stated that Indian food is the 
best Satvik food in the world. The traditional foods 
are also served as per the method, that curries are 
on the right side, and pickles are on the left. He’s now 
compiling traditional recipes as a compendium. We 
give importance to traditional foods cooked in various 
kinds of metal vessels. Dr BR Khamboj spoke about 
the science and practice of agriculture, traditionally 
collective farming used to be done, and all the 
produce is shared by all. Seed is the most important 
ingredient in agriculture.

In the parallel session on `Education and Story-telling 
in Lok Parampara’, well-known advocate and author 
Smt Monica Arora moderated the session and said 
that if we want to know our ancestors, culture and 
traditions of India, we need to go back to Bharat. 
Bharat reflects in all aspects of Indian life, whether 
arts, knowledge, culture or traditions. Lok means 
Bharat, and looking at it’s traditions is Lok Parampara. 
Prof Archana Barua in her address explained the lok 
–story telling traditions of Kamakhya,  the Bhakthi 
traditions of Srimantha Shankar Dev, the Ahoms, 
and the various traditions of northeast which are 
democratic in nature. Prof Sujata Miri is an academic 
and an artist from Northeastern Hill University and 
discussed the living cultural traditions of northeast. 
She said the pre-vedic traditions of the people was 
wrongly portrayed as polytheistic  whereas the tribal 
communities lived, worshipped nature and perceived 

themselves as part of nature.  She also displayed 
numerous beautiful paintings which depict man 
as part of nature with sun, moon, hills, rivers etc, 
interestingly all are goddesses including the Sun.   

Smt Monica Arora stated that feminism came in 
particular circumstances in the west as there was 
active discrimination against women there, whereas 
in Indian traditions, nature as well as numerous 
goddesses are the divine feminine. Padmashri  
Girish Prabhune in his address stated that education 
existed in the families, he mentioned a village in 
Adilabad district of Telangana, where a community 
has given names to the stars in the sky. There were 
different habitations which specialized in making 
moulds and produced metals or pottery, black smithy 
or bronze. Education, knowledge, arts, music and 
dance were intertwined contrary to the propaganda 
that Brahmins and other rulers kept the `lower’ castes 
away from education. In olden times, there were no 
castes, people were known by their occupations, 
hence occupational communities were present.  After 
the destruction of schools and universities by Islamic 
invaders, we see that every community had yogis 
and saints who transferred the knowledge of Vedas 
and Vedantha into the colloquial spoken languages 
of the people thus continuing the Lok traditions. Sant 
Gnyaneshwar is reputed to have revived numerous 
languages. Different geographical diagrams were 
present in numerous caves all over India, as the 
late Shri Vishnu Sridhar Wakankar  discovered in 
Bhimbetka near Bhopal. The Lok Parampara always 
had innumerable knowledge traditions scattered all 
over India.          

In the session on ‘Culture of instrument in local 
tradition’, Shri Santosh Kumar of Sikkim University, 
said in all Sanskars connected with lok samskruti, 
societal culture, music and instruments have 
always played a prominent role. Since Vedic 
times, Maargi sangeet used to be played in 
Yagnas, and desi sangeet used to continue in the 
Lok. Brihaddeshi mentions many instruments, 
many are practiced since Harappa civilization. 
Many museums display instruments since Vedic 
times, there are many representations of women 
playing musical instruments even during BCE. 
Prof Krishnaiah explained in detail regarding many 
folk music instruments traditional in South, and in 
Maharashtra.  Similarly there are many kinds of 
Veenas made in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka 
including Ekadanda, and the massive Bobbili Veena.
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There are many Mangala vadyas made from a 
particular tree which is becoming extinct. Music is a 
language too, and the languages are becoming silent. 
Many old tribes still continue with old folk forms with 
traditional instruments.  In the northeast, a bone 
trumpet ‘kangling’ made with femur bone is used, 
to ward off evil powers. Bamboo trumpets are used 
regularly. Pepa is an important musical instrument 
in northeast. Shri Ashwin Mahesh Dalvi coordinated 
the interactive session with both speakers. A theater 
is run by tribal communities in Hyderabad. A Keli is 
done by theater artists in open fields to ward off wild 
animals and insects, and protect the fields. A folk 
music community converted into  muslims ‘siddique’  
was in Akbar’s court. Dr Krishnaiah appealed to 
establish a tribal museum  for documentation and 
archiving, to preserve tribal culture, dictionaries etc. 
If we conduct research, we would find that most 
of the European folk culture that we see today is 
borrowed from Rajasthan as it was the transit route 
to Europe. Modern Europe should be totally indebted 
to Rajasthan. Venu and Veena were accompanied 
instruments for Rig-Veda richas.

3rd Day
On the 3rd and final day, the morning session started 
on the topic `Samskar and sense of kartavya in Lok 
parampara. Prof Bhagwati Prakash explained about 
the tribal communities’ own festivals and fairs which 
are heavily focused on the Pouranic lore, whether 
Devi maa, Bhasmasura etc and stated that there 
is no difference between Shastras and Lok or the 
higher sciences and the colloquial. Banjaras spread 
over different locales were  trading communities 
and traded until the far-east; the Greek traveler who 
was in Chandragupta Mourya’s court in 300BCE, 
Megasthenes wrote in his famous `Indica’ that even 
when Bharatiya kingdoms were at war, all the other 
sections of the kingdom were never cut-off from 
their activities of farming, trading or any other, that 
was how Lok Samskar or societal culture flourished. 
Dhanpur near delhi conducts the folk arts fair in the 
name of Dronacharya, the local legend says it is 
the same place where Guru Dronacharya held the 
contest for his pupils, the princes of  Hastinapur.  Shri 
Bhanwari explained the primacy and dignity of human 
and community values in Lok Parampara and stated 
that communities fiercely defended and protected 
their values, arts and crafts, cuisine and couture etc. 
Similarly they also nurtured and honed their skills 
which developed the industrialization of artisan 
communities.   

Shri Temjen Imna, Hon’ble Minister of Higher Education 
and Tribal Affairs, Govt of Nagaland in his beautiful 
address stated that there are 17 tribal communities 
in Nagaland, there are many more tribal communities 
all across northeast. He said even literate people in 
northeast think that they are ethnically from China, 
Vietnam, Thailand etc, till date their ethnic identity 
hasn’t been researched and established; this issue 
is creating the crisis of identity among many tribes 
in northeast, lot of work needs to be done in this 
direction to find the genesis of true Indian roots and 
culture which will unleash the productivity of people, 
apart from finance, livelihoods and other issues. 
Loss of traditionalism made an impact on the loss 
of values and language.  The British had virtually 
destroyed the northeastern culture when they left 
India. Very rich harvesting of paddy used to be done 
earlier, even when hunting was required it was only 
to feed the hunger, the forest Gods and deities were 
worshipped, today there is indiscriminate hunting 
of birds and animals. When we revive our Bharatiya 
traditionalism, that would be true economic and 
sustainable liberalization 

In the session on `Environment and Biodiversity 
in Lok Parampara & Environment and Water 
Conservation in Lok Parampara’, Shri Anant Hegde 
Ashisar, well-known environmentalist who led 
many environment and biodiversity campaigns 
including `vriksha lakshya andolan’ `save  western 
ghats’ in Karnataka, was the main speaker in the 
session. He spoke about sacred plants and trees 
like ashwathha, bilwa, tulasi etc which indicate 
the traditional respect for Mother Nature among 
communities. However in recent years, increasing 
population and exploitation of natural resources, 
urbanization, consumerism, encroachment of wild 
habitat have reduced the green cover considerably. 
He spoke of the multiple bio-diversity conservation 
methods adopted by his campaign which include 
revival of traditions and Llok parampara-  plant/tree 
worship, Vana mahotsavs, temple gardens, school 
gardens etc.  A people’s movement of developing 
bio-diversity registers and natural habitat is 
happening. Similarly revival of medicinal plants is 
also taking place in a mission mode.   Traditionally 
sacred gardens were being protected by people, 
awareness is being generated now. A new role model 
for forest conservation and biodiversity protection 
is now well-established. Prof. Parimal Bhattacharya, 
former professor of Guwahati university addressing 
the audience explained in detail on the subject of 
Lok parampara in the Northeast in the protection 
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of Environment and Bio-diversity.  Northeast is 
among the largest biodiversity spots in the world, 
the Himalayas and Indo-burma, the region has 
both high and low mountain ranges,  wetlands, 
border areas with different countries and has the 
presence of maximum plant species, one third of 
the plant species are endemic to the region.  He 
also explained that the NE states are protected by 
various Acts falling under VI schedule, and also 
various provisions of Article 371 (a,b,c etc). The 
various Janjathis protect and worship different 
plants as part of Lok parampara. The values and 
knowledge strongly influence people’s view of 
life and the way they act, folk traditions believe 
that forests are the abode of numerous gods and 
spirits and explained several native Lok traditions 
including traditional institutions, arts and dances.  

Valedictory
In the concluding valedictory session after 3- day 
enriching deliberations, the Hon’ble Kerala Governor 
Shri Arif Muhammad Khan was the chief guest for 
the evening. Shri Dattatreya Hosabale, Sar karyavaah 
RSS , was the honored special guest.  Shri Nanigopal 
Mohant, Advisor, Govt of Assam introduced the 
honored guests on the stage.  He said all diverse 
northeastern ethnic communities feel very much 
part of Bharat Varsh. Two books ‘Assam’s muslim 
invasions’ authored by Samudra Gupta Kashyap  and 
‘The untold history of ancient South- east Asia’ were 
released by Shri Arif Mohammad khan and other 
guests Shri Srikanth, Shri Gokhake, Shri Srihari, Sri 
Sanjay and others on the stage. The special journal  
‘Iconic figures of northeast’ was also released on the 
occasion. 

Sri Dattatreya Hosabale in his address said Lok 
Manthan is a colloquium of Nation-First thinkers and 
practitioners.  Generally it is understood that there 
is a difference between Shastra  versus colloquial. 
Apart from the word Lok meaning people, it has 
many other meanings too. Nation becomes a nation 
because of land, people and culture, other systems of 
governance come later. For example, Israel remained 
alive as a nation for more than 2K years, passing the 
national spirit from generation to generation. Not 
just standard sciences, even lived experiences of 
generations of people are also Lok. Similarly the arts, 
songs, dances and skills of life survived and passed 
on for generations. Khanar Vachan is reputed to be 
on various  agricultural practices written by a rural 
woman of Bengal in 12th century, which is surviving 
after 1000 years as a lived experience. Lok Parampara 

has always kept unity as an integral unit despite all 
variations. If it’s a parampara, it should be alive in 
future and not kept as a museum piece or piece of 
book or arts. Lok traditions must be practiced in all 
its forms and in all spheres. Srimantha Shankar Dev 
has written that we are born in Bharat Varsh because 
of the Punya that we have earned. 

Shri Arif Mohammad Khan in his chief valedictory 
address stated  that Lok has always been magnificent 
in a nation where every grain of sand has Bhagwan 
Shankar in it, where a drop of water realizes that it’s 
a manifestation of Bhagwan Shiva. Lok traditions 
have respected and worshipped  Shakti, Lakshmi 
and Saraswathi, though it is said that she’s an abala 
(weak). Dr S. Radhakrishnan said that while women 
have the aspect of ‘karuna’, men have to cultivate 
it. Even when Draupadi loses all her sons in the 
war, she still stops Arjuna from taking revenge on 
Aswaththama as another mother would also suffer. 
These  aspects are invariable and inalienable factors 
of our traditions. 

In Bharat, powerful kings and warriors were never the 
role models, but Rishis and Munis were, even when 
kings were adored and eulogized, those were persons 
of Dharma and maryada. Gurudev Tagore said it’s the 
mind power and enlightened consciousness of the 
people that is the foundation of Bharat. Bharat is the 
only nation which has been known for its knowledge, 
merit and talent from times immemorial, unlike other 
nations. Ekal Vidyalaya is doing immense service in 
the pursuit of knowledge in remote corners of nation 
including northeast. When Kapil muni had experienced 
the supreme consciousness, he was eager to share. 
India First thought is beneficial to the whole world, 
even though we may not attack any other country; we 
need to become both soft and hard power to defend 
ourselves. Bharat is ancient, always modern and this 
makes it eternal. Sri Nanigopal Mahant on behalf of 
Govt of Assam delivered the vote of thanks.

The vibrant venue of the colloquium was filled with 
vivid colors, pavilions of arts, clothes, shops, food 
stalls etc. Multiple music and dance performances 
from all over the country, especially the north-east 
were held. Cultural performances, especially folk 
dances were held in the mornings and evenings till 
late nights every day.  Thousands of people, not only 
from Assam, but from all over the country, attended 
the conclave, enjoyed the festival and fairs all the 
3.5 days and gained immensely from the fruitful 
deliberations.   
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It’s Time to Unite the Partitioned 
Hearts - Sri Ram Madhav

Pradakshina 
Partitioned Freedom- Sri Ram Madhav’s book launch. 

Author, thinker Sri Ram Madhav’s ‘Partitioned 
Freedom’ book launch event was held by Pragna 
Bharati in the evening of 1st October 2022 at ITC 
Grand Kakatiya, Hyderabad. Many dignitaries and 
people from all walks of life, attended the event in 
large numbers. 

Himachal Pradesh Retd Chief Justice Sri M. 
Narayana Rao was the chief guest of the evening. Sri 
T Hanuman Chowdary, chairperson Pragna Bharati, 
Sri Ramachandra Rao, ex-MLC, Prof Krishnamurthy 
Subhramaniyan, Executive Director from India, IMF, 
Sri Apparao Podile, former VC, Hyderabad Central 
University, Sri LV Subhramanyam, former CS, Govt 
of AP and many other dignitaries were present on 
the occasion. The book was formally launched by 
the dignitaries on the stage. Sri Ramachandra Rao 
presided over the event. 

Sri Apparao, former VC, HCU in his warm introduction 
of the book stated that in this 75th anniversary and 
Amrit kaal, we all feel India should have remained 
united. The book is well-researched, well-reasoned, 

and presents documented factual history of the 
tumultuous events of the period. As the Hon’ble PM 
said we all must remember the horrors of partition. 
The book is an honest attempt, is authentic, and 
has love for the nation. In the book, Sri Ram Madhav 
raises the questions whether the nation can become 
Akhand Bharat again, and whether Hindus and 
muslims can live together amicably in the united 
Bharat. He chronicles the history from 1905 upto 
1947 through the bloodied chapters of riots, killings 
and displacement of millions. Gandhiji’s political 
premise was that India cannot become free without 
Hindu -muslim unity, his thinking was based on his 
South African experience. Seeds of partition were 
sowed through the congress’s misplaced trust in the 
muslim politics, and eventually congress was forced 
to acquiesce to Jinnah’s pakistan. The result was 
partitioned freedom for the nation.  

Sri Hanuman Chowdary in his address stated that Sri 
Ram Madhav has written an excellent book of factual 
history. The vanga-bhanga or the division of Bengal 
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in 1905 ignited the country with Vandematharam, 
Swarajya and Swadeshi and the Bengal partition was 
undone. However the abrahamic religions’ intolerance 
and conflict with Hindu culture pushed the country 
into the peril of partition. Syed Ahmed Khan, who 
established AMU was the progenitor of two-nation 
theory. If Chattrapati Sivaji is the hero of Hindus, the 
tyrannical Aurangzeb is the hero of muslims, these 
two sets of people were diametrically opposite to 
each other. We have to be alert now as present day 
events too are alarming. Today we have to rethink 
whether Hindu-muslim unity is possible, and what’s 
the alternative available. 

Prof Krishnamurthy Subramanian, Director IMF, 
ex- Chief Economic Advisor to Govt of India, in his 
address stated that for 17.5 centuries India had 
1/3 share in world’s GDP, due to the unique socio-
economic base of Indian society. The Indian idea 
and pinnacle of liberalism is far more profound 
and all encompassing. Quoting Upanishads, 
Bhagavadgeeta and other texts, Dr Subramanian 
said compared to our ancestors, today we are 
reduced to being creative and intellectual pygmies. 
He said Sri Madhav’s book is an effort to Indianize 
Indian thinking. 

The Chief Guest of the evening, Sri M. Narayana 
Rao, Retd. Chief Justice, Himachal Pradesh HC 
in his remarks stated that a nation must be a 
homogenous entity, unfortunately muslims believed 
in megalomaniac Jinnah. In 1943 itself, Lord Wavell 
said they can’t manage India any longer. On the advice 

of the then President Sri Radhakrishnan, the PM Sri 
Lalbahadur Shastry withdrew the Hindi language bill, 
so that the southern parts of the country don’t agitate 
on language policy leading to balkanization of the 
country. We need to take all the backward sections 
among our people along with us in the growth of the 
nation. Minorities should also realize that it is our 
collective responsibility to protect the integrity and 
sovereignty of the nation. He said Sri Ram Madhav 
had written balanced factual history without any 
biases. 

Sri Ram Madhav, the author of the book stated that 
based unfortunate fables were spread in the name of 
history. He said his effort was to place the facts before 
the reader and the period covered is the time between 
two partitions 1905 and 1947; one partition could be 
reversed, the second one couldn’t be prevented. One 
lesson is that people of the country should ever be 
ready to rise up to any challenges and protect the 
society. Jinnah was never a leader of all muslims, and 
Muslim League couldn’t ever win substantially, yet 
they were seen as pan-indian muslim party, today we 
shouldn’t make that same mistake. We need to unite 
partitioned hearts first. To understand history, we 
need to understand that period within the context of 
that period. Sri Ram Madhav concluded his address 
by saying that today we must understand that Hindus 
and Muslims must live together amicably without 
quarrelling.  

All the dignitaries on the stage were felicitated by 
Pragna Bharati members.
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Talk on India’s G20 Presidency- Hon’ble 
External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar

Pradakshina 
The Forum for Nationalist Thinkers- Hyderabad 
chapter organized a talk on India’s G20 Presidency, 
talk was delivered by the Hon’ble External Affairs 
Minister Dr S. Jaishankar on the afternoon of 
26th February 2023 at Hotel Marriott, Hyderabad. 
 
Hon’ble Minister for Tourism and Culture Shri G. Kishan 
Reddy and Justice R. Subhash Reddy, Former Judge, 
Supreme Court were the guests of honor. Senior 
advocate and former MLC Shri N. Ramachandra Rao 
presided over the grand event. Justice R. Subhash 
Reddy in his opening remarks said it’s an honor that 
G20 presidentship has come to India this year; this 
most powerful block of countries holds 65% GDP 
in the world economy, 75% trade and commerce 
and also about 85% of world population. The covid 
crisis demonstrated the oneness of the world, the 
give and take in world relations, symbolizing the 
ancient Bharatiya ethos Vasudhaika kutumbakam. 
  
Sri Kishan Reddy in his remarks said G20 presidentship 
is highly significant amidst the all-round rapid 
development in the country in all sectors, especially 
infrastructure, highways, 5G connectivity, Greenfield 
airports and seaports etc. The world was stunned 

with the success of India’s foreign policy that over 
25000 students from 22 countries were evacuated 
in the Russia-ukraine war. Modi’s India not only 
succeeded in curtailing pak-sponsored terrorism, we 
have forced them to pay the costs for their terrorism 
against our nation. During the recent G20 event in 
Kutch Gujarat, thousands of villagers gathered on 
the roads to welcome the G20 delegates. At the end 
of this momentous year, all G20 delegates would 
become India’s ambassadors in their own countries. 
  
Hon’ble External Affairs Ministry Dr S. Jaishankar in 
his keynote address stated that about six G20 events 
would be held in Hyderabad. G20 is an increasingly 
important forum, many tracks like finance ministers 
group, foreign ministers group are going to be part of 
the summit level series in G20. India’s presidency of 
G20 started in Dec 2021, it’s particularly relevant for us, 
as the world needs a coordinated vision and strategy. 
  
Covid’s impact on world economy has been far 
adverse compared to India, and the world realized 
that over-dependancy on one country is not 
sustainable. The world went to only one source, 
when the west was in search of its globalization 
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goals. Today the world is trying to diversify, the debt 
situation too is precarious in the entire globe. Today 
security includes economic, food and health security 
as well and the G20 will look at these issues closely. 
The second concern is the Ukraine crisis, though 
India successfully kept fuel, fertilizer and food 
prices down, as well as inflation under control, other 
countries suffered adversely. Pandemic also left a 
deep psychological scar as well as a sense of anger. 
Climate change and terrorism are additional issues to 
be addressed in G20. Technology is an ever-present 
issue; trust and transparency are important as we are 
not fully aware of the implications related to the AI 
technologies. In India, digital technology delivered 
on jan dhan, digital economy, DBT etc. There’s 
danger as well as hope in the handling of technology. 
India is poised to handle the G20 presidency 
differently. The almost 200 meetings would be held 
in 56 cities across the country, the hon’ble PM has 
thought through the process. Another 9 countries 
from Global South are also going to be part of this 
humongous exercise; Showcasing Culture, traditions 
and cuisine is one part of the exercise, G20 will prepare 
India for the world and 
the world for India. We 
will understand the ways 
we partner with the world:  
  
Accelerate development, 
FDIs increase, technology, 
best practices, resources, 
and access to markets. 
Demand for skilled 
Indian human resources will go up which 
includes protection and security for those people, 
especially the blue-collar workers. During the 
covid crisis, 7 crore Indians were brought back to 
the country through the Vande Bharat initiative. 
Competitive global polity- India will exert it’s influence 
at a global level. We are the only surviving oldest 
civilization in the world, therefore it’s upto us to 
make our traditions and culture as part of global 
way of life. A great example is the International 
Yoga Day which became a youthful global event 
within months of the initial idea. Ayurveda could 
become another big medicinal/cultural export, 
we need to think on how we shape the global 

culture? Hence we need to make india world-ready. 
In converse, how does the world become India-ready? 
Covid made the world open it’s eyes to India, from 
invention of vaccines, to the scale of rollout, to the 
development of digital platform for covid certificates 
and digital delivery of programs. The scale of digital 
delivery is astounding – 80 crores of PM Garib 
Annadana Yojana, 8 crores of aavas yojana, Gati-
shakti etc. For the world, the numbers are astounding, 
they are equivalent to several continents put together. 
World is also interested in India’s skilled youth 
demography, it respects India’s innumerable startups. 
The world also contrasts India’s reaction during 
26/11 in 2008 earlier, and more recently after Uri and 
Balakot. And during Galwan clashes by China, the 
positioning of Indian armed forces at freezing heights 
in the midst of covid crisis has been taken note of 
by the world. Our infrastructure, roads and tunnels 
at borders have increased multifold. The world at 
large notes the resoluteness and assuredness of the 
Indian govt. QUAD though set up way back in 2007, 
is only active now. The IMF Director recently said 
15% of world’s economic growth comes from India. 

Semiconductor chips 
industry is rapidly 
growing in India, 40% 
of the sector is in India, 
it is also contributing 
to the growth of the 
US and the world. 
International Solar 
Energy Alliance, 
International Millets 

Year etc are India’s initiatives, they are directly 
the Hon’ble PM’s ideas. The world respects these 
ventures. Within 24 hours, the Indian NDRF- Rescue 
and Rehab teams reached turkey when it was hit 
by earthquakes recently. Finally, the G20 gives us 
a great opportunity to influence the influencers. 
They will carry back their personal sense of real 
India observed through all their engagements in 
India. This is the PM’s vision and hence the govt 
wants Jan-bhagidari during the G20 events which 
are being planned in India throughout the year. 
At the conclusion of the talk, the massive gathering 
gave a standing ovation to the Hon’ble minister; the 
meeting concluded with a few Q&As.
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