
What’s in Your Hand: The Shamgar Principle? 
 
I mentioned before Barna Research said in 2020 over 4000 churches 
closed, 20,000 pastors left the ministry and 50% of those who remain 
would quit if they could find another way to make a living! 
 
For many it seems the times are taking more from pastors than it’s 
giving. 
 
Jesus said, “smite the shepherd and the sheep will be scattered.” 
 
Jesus said the gates of hell will not prevail against the church, the 
church is made up of the saints, Jesus gave pastors to the church. 
 
So, it stands to reason the church needs pastors to succeed! 
 
God gives ministry gifts to build us, and pastors are just one of them! 
 
God understands the principle of giving, so He gives and requires us to 
give to ensure the success of His work. 
 
KJV Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give 
into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall 
be measured to you again. 
 
Why does God requires us to give? 
 
It’s not because God needs what we have, it’s because God wants to 
supply what we need and multiply what we give! 
 
Psalm 50:10 For every beast of the forest is Mine, And the cattle on a 
thousand hills. 
11 I know all the birds of the mountains, And the wild beasts of the field 
are Mine. 
12 "If I were hungry, I would not tell you; For the world is Mine, and all 
its fullness. 
 
Acts 17:24 "God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is 
Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. 
25 "Nor is He worshiped with men's hands, as though He needed 
anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things. 



The Philippian church supported Paul in his time of need, he rejoiced at 
their support by giving thanks and declaring a blessing over them… 
 
Philippians 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to 
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 
 
Supply here means “to fill up, make full and complete”! 
 
The Hebrew equivalent might be “The Shalom of God” where nothings 
missing, and nothings broken! 
 
God wants us to give, so He can supply what we need! 
 
Most people focus on what they don’t have, complain, and do nothing 
rather than take inventory of what they do have and work with that! 
 
God can’t use what we don’t have, nether can He bless what we 
don’t give Him! We only have power over what we have! 
 
ESV 1 Kings 17:10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he 
came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks. 
And he called to her and said, "Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I 
may drink." 
11 And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, "Bring me 
a morsel of bread in your hand." 
12 And she said, "As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, 
only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am 
gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself 
and my son, that we may eat it and die." 
13 And Elijah said to her, "Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But 
first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make 
something for yourself and your son. 
14 For thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'The jar of flour shall not 
be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the 
LORD sends rain upon the earth.'" 
 
The man of God didn’t ask for what she didn’t have! 
 
God took what the woman gave and multiplied it after she gave it!  
 
When God called Moses into (ministry) to go into Egypt and bring His 
people out of slavery. 



Moses God how he was going to accomplish this great mission? 
 
God says… NKJ Exodus 4:2 So the LORD said to him, "What is that in 
your hand?" He said, "A rod." 
 
God took what was in Moses’ hand and showed Moses a gift he didn’t 
know he possessed; a gift he was walking around with every day! 
 
A gift he would use to deliver one nation and destroy another. 
 
The late Dr. A. Louis Patterson taught a powerful message over 20 
years ago about Shamgar the 3rd judge of Israel of the 17. 
 
Dr. Patterson developed a working principle from Shamgar’s life! 
 
 The Shamgar Principle is “start where you are, use what you 

have and do what you can.” 
 
Judges 3:31 After Ehud came Shamgar son of Anath, who struck down 
six hundred Philistines with an oxgoad. He too saved Israel. 
 
Shamgar was not a major figure in the Bible, he is only mentioned 
twice in OT scripture in Judges 3 we just read, and Judges 5:6. 
 
Talking about traveling conditions during his time!  
 
What we’ll talk about this morning is his bravery and determination. 
 
When Israel was fighting for their right to exist Shamgar rose up and 
became a champion of his people and delivered them.  
 
It seems he had no advanced training, he had no sophisticated weapons, 
no army, only an ox goad, Shamgar was a simple farmer. 
 
Shamgar used what was in his hand to defeat his enemies, he wasn’t a 
soldier, a prophet, or a king. 
 
He was an ordinary man (farmer) who saw a need and got involved! 
 
He saw his people in need, under attack and was compelled to do 
something! (Start where you are, use what you have & do what you can). 
 



I’m calling on The Shamgar’s to come to the aid of their church, 
those who see the walls being torn down and the worship of The One 
True God under attack. 
 
You don’t have to be preacher, teacher or a prophet just willing 
vessel who is willing to use what’s in their hand right now! 
 
Shamgar used a ox goad because he was a farmer and used it daily on 
his farm and killed 600 men! 
 
To pick up your ox goad and fight off the enemy! 
 
To start where you are, use what you have and do what you can! 
 
Use what’s in your hand, use your God given grace gifts to build, 
guard, and advance The Body of Christ! 
 
 2 Corinthians 10:4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 
 
1 Samuel 17:45 Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me 
with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in 
the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom 
thou hast defied.   
 

 Samson killed 1000 men with the jawbone of a donkey! 
 

 Jesus fed 5000 with 5 loaves of bread to two fish! 
 

 Mustard seed faith can move mountains! 
 

 David killed a giant with a sling shot and one smooth stone! 
 
All great people of faith started where they were, used what they 
had, and did what they could! 
 
You see David had the sling shot in his hand, he hadn’t tested Saul 
armor, but knew was very familiar with his sling! 
 
Moses was familiar with his rod! There’s something you’ve had in your 
hand for awhile you’re familiar with—it’s time to use it! 
 



When a criminal tells someone to hold their hands up its because they 
don’t you the person using their hands to hurt or resist them. 
 
When the saints lift up their hands, we are surrendering to The Lord 
and saying anoint my hands and use them for your glory. 
 
When I bring them back down to my side I will use them for your work! 
 
 
 
 


