
Events Leading up to The Great Tribulation Part 5b 

KJV Matthew 18:21 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft 
shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?  
22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until 
seventy times seven. 

Seven is the number of perfection and seventy is the number of 
restoration, Israel was restored after seventy years in Babylon. 

KJV Daniel 9:24 Seventy weeks (seventy sevens or seventy weeks) are 
determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the 
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 

The prophecy is about Israel and Jerusalem’s history, to end their 
rebellion, to stop sin, forgive wrongs, usher in everlasting righteous, put 
a seal on the prophet’s vision, and anoint The Most Holy One. 

The final week, the 70th week is the seven-year treaty the antichrist 
signs with Israel and the nations, that he breaks after three and a half 
years that starts what is known as The Great Tribulation. 

Daniel 9:27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.' In the 
middle of the 'seven' he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at 
the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the 
end that is decreed is poured out on him. " 

What may surprise some is the dual purpose of The Great Tribulation, 
God’s wrath poured out on the wicked, and the saving of Israel. 

Remember The Church is already gone with Jesus, Israel and those left 
behind will be saved during The Great Tribulation. 

God spoke about The Latter Days at the beginning of creation, God 
made His plan know from the beginning. 

Isaiah 46:8 "Remember this, keep it in mind, take it to heart, you rebels. 
9 remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no 
other; I am God, and there is none like me, 



10 I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is 
still to come. I say, 'My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I 
please.' 

Throughout history man has made great plans, built great civilizations, 
developed technologies, and convinced millions mankind is on his way. 

However, man cannot change what God has determined! To believe we 
have answers to all our problems is fallacy at the least and rebellion at 
the most! 

KJV Psalm 118:8 It is better to trust (depend & take refuge) in the LORD 
than to put confidence in man (feel safe with man abilities). 

Proverbs 19:21 Many are the plans in a person's heart, but it is the 
LORD's purpose that prevails. 

To believe man will figure it out his problems his own is what allows the 
antichrist to gain control of the world! 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he 
has put eternity into man's heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God 
has done from the beginning to the end. 

KJV Deuteronomy 4:30 When thou art in tribulation, and all these things 
are come upon thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to the LORD 
thy God (not man, science, or technology), and shalt be obedient unto 
his voice. 
31 (For the LORD thy God is a merciful God;) he will not forsake thee, 
neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which he 
sware unto them. 

God has wanted man to turn back to Him from the beginning, The Seven 
Years of Tribulation is when God ends His wait on mankind! 

The first Three and a half years of the 7-year Tribulation period is not 
as severe (the birth pains) as the last three and a half years. 

The First three and a half years are called The Tribulation and the 
last three and a half years are referred to as The Great Tribulation. 

There are several phrases used in scripture that describes the division of 
the Seven years. 



Phrases like “A times and times and a half a time”, “forty and two 
months”, and one thousand two hundred and sixty days all equal three 
and a half year periods. 

There are three sets of judgments in During The Seven Year Tribulation, 
The Seal Judgments, The Trumpet Judgments and The Vial Judgments.  

Revelation 6 begins the first three and a half years of The Tribulation 
period with The Seal Judgments. 

The last three and a half years begin The Great Tribulation with The 
Trumpet and Bowl Judgments. 

Some say we are in the time of The Seal Judgments now; we could 
be, it depends on how you interpret the The Four Horsemen! 

KJV Matthew 24:4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed 
that no man deceive you.  
5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall 
deceive many. 
6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not 
troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 
7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: 
and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers 
places.  
8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

The “Beginning of Sorrows” lead up to The Tribulation period which 
is the first three and a half years of The Seven Year Tribulation period. 

The Rapture takes place during the first 3 ½ years as the antichrist 
begins his worldwide dominance of the earth. 

At some point not clearly defined in scripture as the “birth pains” 
intensify they give birth to The Seal Judgments.  

The first Seal ESV Revelation 6:2 And I looked, and behold, a white 
horse! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he 
came out conquering, and to conquer. 



This is a heavenly description of the antichrist who appears as Christ 
riding a white horse with a crown conquering hearts minds, people, and 
nations. 

His conquering ability leads him to controlling the political, economic, 
and religious systems setting up what I call The Beast System. 

The Beast System is setup by controlling the political, financial, and 
religious systems of the world. 

The Mark of The Beast is given, and the world is forced to worship the 
image of the beast. 

He makes a peace treaty that brings peace to the middle east and the 
world it lasts for three and a half years. 

The Second Seal Revelation 6:4 And out came another horse, bright 
red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that people 
should slay one another, and he was given a great sword. 

There will be wars all over the world national, local, communities, 
families etc. people will fight and kill each other. 

The Third Seal Revelation 6:5 When he opened the third seal, I heard 
the third living creature say, "Come!" And I looked, and behold, a black 
horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. 

Because of the many wars and plagues across the globe there will be 
famines, hence the black horse. It will begin the darkest time on earth for 
mankind.  

The Fourth Seal Revelation 6:7 When he opened the fourth seal, I 
heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, "Come!" 
8 And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider's name was 
Death, and Hades followed him. And they were given authority over a 
fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with 
pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth. 

The Pale Horse has two riders, Death & Hell or their Greek names, 
Thanatos & Hades! 

Thanatos and Hades are personified in this verse by riding the Pale 
horse. Paul seems to personify Thanatos in his writings to the church. 



KJV Romans 5:14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even 
over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's 
transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. 
  
Paul says Thanatos reigned as a king from Adam to Moses and the 
kingdom (partner) is called Hades (Hell). 

Until The Law was given everyone was under the power of Thanatos 
and went to Hades when they died! 

17 For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one 
man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the 
free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 

KJV Romans 6:9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no 
more; death hath no more dominion over him. 

The word dead here is the Greek word “nekros” it means to be lifeless, 
one whose soul is absent from their body. 

Those who die in Christ don’t go to Hades, the place of disembodied 
souls, they go directly into the presence of The LORD! (2 Cor 5:8) 

Thanatos in ancient Greek religion, is the personification of death.  

Thanatos was the son of Nyx, the goddess of night, and the brother of 
Hypnos, the god of sleep. He appeared to humans to carry them off to 
the underworld when the time allotted to them by the Fates had expired. 

Hades ruled the underworld and was therefore most often associated 
with death and feared by men. 

Hades is the NT name for “Sheol & Gehenna” commonly referred to as 
hell and the place the dead (disembodied souls) waited for judgment. 

They are given power over ¼ a quarter of the world’s population to kill 
people four ways, with the sword (wars), hunger (famine), death 
(Thanatos) this I believe is pestilence!  

These all correspond with what Jesus said in His Olivet discourse in 
Matt 24:6-7. 



Pestilence is an “unwholesome atmosphere” that impacts everyone in 
its wake! Living in a plague filled world is like living in Hell 
surrounded by death itself! 

The mental, emotional state, economic conditions, relationships with 
family friends, co-workers, the saints, our finances as well as the 
spiritual health and well-being of everyone everywhere is unwholesome. 

Thanatos would kill everything God has given life to if he were 
allowed, this is truly Hell on earth! 

Think about it, there are more ways to die today than ever before, people 
couldn’t die from airplane crashes, car wrecks or drug overdoses a few 
generations ago! 

Today people are dying in crazy unexpected ways… That’s Thanatos! 

When the fourth seal is opened the people on earth will be 
surrounded by death and hell! 


