
  

 

Taft Contacts 
 

 

Jeremy Hayden 

Partner 

jhayden@taftlaw.com 

(513) 357-9326 

Bio Link 

 

Jeremy advises clients on matters relating to corporate 

law, mergers and acquisitions, state and local tax law, 

and estate and succession planning. Representative 

clients include businesses ranging from start-ups to 

Fortune 500 companies. Jeremy also chairs Taft’s 

State and Local Tax practice. He is ranked in Band 1 

for Tax Law by Chambers USA and is recognized by 

Best Lawyers in America for M&A. Jeremy is also 

active in many community and professional 

organizations and currently serves as president of the 

Cincinnati chapter of the Association for Corporate 

Growth (ACG).  

 

Rob McDonald 

Partner 

rmcdonald@taftlaw.com 

(513) 357-9626 

Bio Link 

 

Rob is a trusted advisor to growth-minded companies, 

venture capital funds, family offices, government 

entities, research institutions, and sports franchises. He 

partners with his clients to develop and implement the 

appropriate strategies to achieve their organizational 

goals; whether it be growth, efficiency, or risk 

mitigation. In doing so, he leads mergers and 

acquisitions, debt and equity financings, securities 

offerings, and other strategic initiatives. In addition, Rob 

assists his clients with fund formation, IP 

commercialization and tech transfer, and on developing 

programs to manage recurrent litigation. He is 

recognized by Best Lawyers in America for M&A, 

Securities/Capital Markets, and Venture Capital, by 

Leading Lawyers for Emerging Companies/Venture 

Capital, and is listed in Ohio Super Lawyers. Rob is the 

president-elect of the Cincinnati Chapter of the 

Association for Corporate Growth (ACG).  

 

James Zimmerman 

Partner-in-Charge, 

Cincinnati Office 

zimmerman@taftlaw.com   

(513) 357-9489 

Bio Link 

James represents businesses, investors, and 

entrepreneurs on a range of matters, including mergers 

and acquisitions, equity and debt financings, securities 

offerings, and strategic partnering transactions. He also 

serves as outside counsel for numerous growth 

companies and represents private equity and venture 

capital firms in fund formation and portfolio company 

investments. 
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Ben Hager 

Partner 

bhager@taftlaw.com 

(513) 357-9695 

Bio Link 

 

Ben focuses his practice on corporate and income tax 

matters. He advises clients in matters relating to 

business entity formation, mergers and acquisitions, 

operational tax issues, reorganizations, tax-efficient 

restructurings, and business and tax-efficient exit 

strategies. Ben also provides counsel on venture 

capital, private equity, and real estate equity fund 

matters. 

   

 

Ben Helwig 

Partner 

bhelwig@taftlaw.com 

(513) 357-9402 

Bio Link 

 

Ben maintains an active buy and sell-side transactional 

practice focused on middle market companies. He also 

serves as outside general counsel to closely-held and 

family-owned businesses offering strategic day-to-day 

counsel and support to owners at all stages in the life of 

their business with a focus towards succession and 

preparation for sale. 

 

 

Blake Johnson 

Partner 

btjohnson@taftlaw.com  

(513) 357-9408 

Bio Link 

 

 

 

Blake focuses his practice on corporate finance, 

mergers and acquisitions, securities, and emerging 

companies. 

 

Mark McAndrew 

Partner 

mmcandrew@taftlaw.com   

(513) 357-9352 

Bio Link 

 

Mark concentrates his practice on corporate, 

transactional, and regulatory matters, counseling a 

wide variety of clients ranging from start-up entities to 

Fortune 500 companies, including technology 

companies, food and drug manufacturers, various 

health care providers, pharmacies, and consumer 

product manufacturers.  He works regularly with 

privately held and not for profit entities, and frequently 

serves as outside general counsel for a number of 

these clients. 
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George Molinsky 

Partner 

molinsky@taftlaw.com  

(513) 357-9381 

Bio Link 

 

George focuses his practice primarily on corporate 

matters, advising entities ranging from start-ups to the 

largest clients on various matters, including mergers 

and acquisitions, corporate governance, venture 

capital, and other corporate and financing activities. 

George is recognized by Best Lawyers in America for 

corporate law, mergers and acquisitions, and venture 

capital law and was named "Lawyer of the Year" in 

2018 and 2021 for Venture Capital Law, 2017 for 

Mergers and Acquisitions Law, and in 2015 for 

Cincinnati Venture Capital Law. 

 

Tracey Puthoff 

Partner 

puthoff@taftlaw.com   

(513) 357-9314 

Bio Link 

 

Tracey is a transactional attorney who regularly advises 

companies on corporate mergers and acquisitions and 

financing deals. Her practice encompasses a wide 

variety of corporate transactional work, including 

helping structure multimillion-dollar mergers, 

acquisitions, divestitures, and asset-based lending 

arrangements. Tracey has also assisted clients with 

equity restructuring, senior and mezzanine debt 

financing, and management buyouts. She is recognized 

by Best Lawyers in America for Banking and Finance 

Law and Leading Lawyers for Corporate Finance.  

 

Lynn Schulte 

Partner 

schulte@taftlaw.com   

(513) 357-9306 

Bio Link 

Lynn represents clients in corporate transactions and 

advises on financing matters. Her practice covers an 

array of corporate governance and transactions 

matters, including mergers and acquisitions, equity and 

debt financing arrangements, and general corporate 

governance issues. Throughout her career, Lynn has 

represented administrative agents, target companies, 

sellers and buyers in equity-based transactions, and 

loan negotiations. She has also helped buyers and 

sellers negotiate equity-based purchases and 

transactions, including several eight- and nine-figure 

transactions. Lynn is recognized in Banking & Finance 

by Chambers USA, Leading Lawyers, and Ohio Super 

Lawyers Rising Stars. 
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Jeff Schloemer 

Partner 

schloemer@taftlaw.com   

(513) 357-9609 

Bio Link 

Jeff practices primarily in the areas of banking and 

finance, mergers and acquisitions, and commercial and 

corporate law. He has broad-based experience in 

advising businesses on corporate, contractual, capital 

formation, business planning, and regulatory matters. 

Jeff also has extensive transactional experience, 

having represented privately held and publicly traded 

corporations in connection with mergers, purchases 

and sales of businesses, recapitalizations, joint 

ventures, and corporate restructurings, as well as 

having represented both lenders and borrowers in a 

variety of complex financings and workouts. He is 

recognized by Chambers USA, Best Lawyers in 

America, and Leading Lawyers. 

 

Peter Solimine 

Partner 

psolimine@taftlaw.com   

(513) 357-9438 

Bio Link 

Peter's practice focuses on representing public and 

private companies in general corporate matters, 

including private equity and venture capital transactions 

as well as lenders and borrowers in financing 

transactions. He has significant experience with various 

corporate matters and has worked with numerous 

public and private companies in connection with a 

variety of complex mergers and acquisitions, equity and 

debt offerings, corporate governance matters and 

numerous other transactional matters. He also serves 

as outside general counsel to several established and 

early-stage companies. Peter is recognized by Leading 

Lawyers for Corporate Law.  

 

David Zimmerman 

Partner 

dzimmerman@taftlaw.com   

(513) 357-9489 

Bio Link 

David handles complex corporate transactions, 

particularly mergers and acquisitions, private equity 

investments, joint ventures and strategic commercial 

relationships. He has particular experience in the 

payments industry, handling acquisitions of payments-

related businesses and assisting clients with payment 

processing agreements and other technology-related 

services agreements in the Fintech industry. 

 

Bryar Brandvold 

Associate 

bbrandvold@taftlaw.com    

(513) 357-9461 

Bio Link 

 

Bryar advises publicly and privately-held companies, 

funds and other entities on securities offerings, mergers 

and acquisitions, and finance and lending transactions. 

He also advises entities regarding Securities Exchange 

Commission reporting and compliance, as well as 

providing financial regulatory guidance, particularly to 

FinTech firms. 
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Christian Diederich 

Associate 

cdiederich@taftlaw.com    

(513) 357-9407 

Bio Link 

 

 

 

Christian focuses his practice on corporate 

governance, lending and finance, mergers and 

acquisitions, and venture capital.  

 

Maggie Muething 

Associate 

mmuething@taftlaw.com    

(513) 357-9446 

Bio Link 

 

 

 

Maggie focuses her practice on assisting start-up 

companies and venture capital funds with a variety of 

corporate transactions. 

 

Derek Tucker 

Associate 

dtucker@taftlaw.com    

(513) 827-3875 

Bio Link 

 

 

 

Derek is an associate in the firm's Business & Finance 

group. Prior to joining Taft, he was a judicial extern for 

The Honorary Nadine Allen, Hamilton County Court of 

Common Pleas, a legal extern for the city of Cincinnati 

prosecutor's office and a legal fellow for The Brandery. 
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