
Taft Overview 
At Taft, we work as one team, driven and committed to helping you succeed. Our attorneys listen 

and understand that innovative, value-creating solutions help our clients reach their goals. Our 

collaborative approach, advanced technological resources and depth of services can transform 

what you expect from your legal team. 

The firm practices across a wide range of industries, in virtually every area of law, including: 

Business and Finance, Business Restructuring, Environmental, Health and Life Sciences, 

Intellectual Property, Labor and Employment, Litigation, Private Client, Real Estate, and Tax law. 

Since 1885, Taft has maintained a constant focus: to provide clients, both large and small, with 

legal advice and services that meet the highest possible standards. To learn more, visit 

www.taftlaw.com. 

Taft Offices 

Taft has 12 offices in Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Minnesota, Colorado, the District of 

Columbia, and Arizona: 

Chicago, IL Cleveland, OH Cincinnati, OH 

Columbus, OH Covington, KY Dayton, OH 

Delaware, OH 

Minneapolis, MN 

Denver, CO 

Phoenix, AZ  

Indianapolis, IN 

Washington, DC 



Business Overview 

Taft's Business group includes more than 160 attorneys who provide legal 

services to public, private and non-profit clients in a wide variety of 

industries. Members of the group represent clients of different sizes, from 

emerging companies to Fortune 500 companies, on issues ranging from 

local matters to transactions with national and international implications. 

Our Business & Finance attorneys draw upon their extensive legal 

knowledge, transactional experience and creativity to understand client 

needs and objectives and to provide solutions to client issues. Group members aim to develop 

strong relationships with clients and become trusted advisors. 

We take a multi-disciplinary approach to handling matters. The right solution to a problem often 

requires a strategically tailored combination of experiences, including corporate, contract, 

securities, tax, labor and employment, antitrust, intellectual property, real property and dispute 

resolution, among others. Our attorneys work in cohesive teams, responding quickly and efficiently 

with the right approach to avoid a problem, resolve a problem, or take advantage of an 

opportunity. 

Members of the group have been recognized repeatedly by peers and legal publications for their 

strong technical skills and their dedication to superior client service. Many Business & Finance 

attorneys have been honored in publications such as Illinois, Indiana, Ohio and Minnesota Super 

Lawyers and Rising Stars, Best Lawyers in America and Chambers USA: America’s Leading 

Lawyers for Business. In addition, Taft’s Corporate practice is ranked nationally in the top tier of 

U.S. News - Best Law Firms and Taft's Banking & Finance and Corporate/M&A practices are 

ranked in the top three bands of Chambers USA. 

Mergers & Acquisitions 

Taft’s mergers and acquisition attorneys regularly represents strategic 

investors, financial sponsors and founders in connection with the acquisition 

and divestiture of their business enterprises, both domestically and 

internationally. Our transaction experience includes all major industries and 

transactions of all types, including private equity and leveraged buyouts, 

distressed mergers and acquisitions, ESOP, “going private,” issuer and third 

party exchange offers, tender offers, proxy contests, spin-offs, recapitalizations and other 

corporate restructurings. In addition, our M&A attorneys also act as counsel to special committees 

of independent directors in merger and acquisition transactions involving related entities.  

We approach transactions with multi-disciplinary teams to ensure a successful conclusion to even 

the most complex and difficult transactions. These teams typically include attorneys from Taft’s 

other practice groups, such as intellectual property, tax, environmental, labor and employment, 

ERISA and antitrust/HSR. In addition, Taft attorneys who are experienced in structuring, 

negotiating and consummating all types of public and private financing transactions, both debt and 

equity, are involved in our merger and acquisition activities. 



As a core competency of our Business and Finance Practice Group, Taft has a deep bench of 

experienced lawyers dedicated to serving clients in their most sophisticated and sensitive 

transactions. The nation’s most respected lawyer-rating publications, such as Chambers USA: 

America’s Leading Lawyers for Business (which ranks Taft’s M&A group as a top, Tier 1 practice), 

regularly praise the group’s experience, effectiveness, practical mindset and responsiveness in 

achieving their clients’ goals. 

Private Equity 

Taft has an active and well-regarded international Private Equity practice. Our team consists of 

more than 80 attorneys with a broad base of private equity transaction experience, coupled with 

legal experience beyond traditional private equity transactions. Our attorneys are keyed into the 

private equity marketplace and regularly utilize cutting edge trends. This knowledge of the 

marketplace, utilization of cutting edge trends and our constant collaboration with experts in other 

areas of the law are what truly help us keep our clients confident and competitive. Together, we 

steer clients through complex transactions in a variety of industries and regulatory environments. 

We know client goals, potential legal challenges and regulatory obstacles vary from deal to deal, 

and we adapt our approach as needed and with a constant focus on the goals and needs of our 

clients. 

Our attorneys combine responsiveness, creativity and multidisciplinary legal acumen to achieve 

our clients’ goals. By utilizing the skills of attorneys in each of our offices and practice areas, we 

regularly guide clients through sensitive and complex transactions. 

Our attorneys routinely represent clients in matters such as: 

• Completing platform and follow-on investments (and the associated debt and equity financings). 

• Negotiating and completing portfolio company exits. 

• Fund formation and capital raising. 

• Evaluating and completing limited partnership investments. 

• Managing private equity investments and transactions. 

• General legal needs of portfolio companies. 

We have closed a high volume of deals and have represented some of the country’s leading 

private equity sponsors in many of their most demanding domestic and international transactions. 

Our private equity attorneys are leaders in the field and have been recognized for their work by 

publications such as Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business and Best Lawyers 

in America. 



Venture Capital & Emerging Companies Overview 

Taft’s Venture Capital and Emerging Companies attorneys focus on 

representing both venture capital funds and venture-backed companies from 

coast-to-coast in some of the most active industries, including information 

technology, life sciences, energy/cleantech and social and digital media. We 

ensure that each client works with an engaged team that is familiar with its 

industry, business objectives and market issues. We are able to combine our 

deep market knowledge with strong industry relationships to provide practical, business-oriented 

counsel designed for the needs of venture capital funds and emerging growth companies. 

Venture Capital Services

Our attorneys remain actively engaged with our venture fund clients through the entire venture 

capital growth cycle: from fund formation, new money investments, follow-on and secondary 

financings and refinancings to IPOs and strategic and exit transactions, supporting our clients as 

they pursue portfolio company investments.  

We represent every stage of fund managers and sponsors, including structuring and forming: 

• Venture Capital Funds (seed through late-stage) 

• Angel Groups 

• Accelerators/Incubators 

• Corporate VC Groups 

• Funds of Funds 

• Family Offices 

Our services include:  

• Negotiations with investors;  

• Regulatory and tax planning and compliance;  

• General partner entity and management company structuring and governance;  

• Compensation and incentives programs; 

• Leading and managing portfolio company due diligence;  

• Preparation, negotiation and finalization of investment documents, including convertible note, 

pre-seed, seed, Series A and later stage financings; and    

• SEC filings and interaction, investment and ongoing oversight. 



Emerging Company Services

Our attorneys represent a multitude of high growth companies across a broad range of industries 

in every stage of development. We have participated in hundreds of millions of dollars in venture 

fund transactions on behalf of our emerging growth clients. 

We are ever-evolving with the needs of our emerging growth clients as they progress from start-up 

through exit or IPO. Our attorneys are skilled at counseling on the basics (e.g., formation, 

financings, equity incentive arrangements, labor and employment, governance issues and 

intellectual property protection), and we play an active, strategic advisory role in the operations of 

our emerging growth clients. In essence, we serve as a “virtual” general counsel, partnering with 

management to think through and help execute their growth and fundraising strategies on their 

path to success. We pride ourselves on our ability to provide cost-efficient and practical solutions 

with the flexible terms that high-growth companies desire. 


