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Directors
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Board of  
Directors - Officers The Deal Makers Awards is a 

celebration and tribute to our 
region’s outstanding individu-

als and companies with proven track 
records of  leadership, innovation and 
success in achieving corporate growth. 
This year we continue our 18-year 
tradition by recognizing the accom-
plishments of  16 of  Cincinnati’s best 
and brightest companies and indi-
viduals involved in the deal making 
community. 

ACG Cincinnati has been the pre-
mier association for professionals in-
volved in corporate growth, corporate 
development, and mergers and ac-
quisitions. We are fortunate to have a 
membership that includes the leaders 
in corporations, private equity, finance, 
and professional service firms. One of  
the primary goals of  our organization 
has been to strengthen and promote 
our region as a deal making hub.  

Over the last  several  years, 
Cincinnati’s economy has been rec-

ognized as one of  the fastest growing 
amongst major cities in the Midwest. 
We were also recognized as one of  the 
top cities in the world “set for great 
things over the next ten years” and one 
of  the top cities for college graduates 
given the vibrant job market. I am 
pleased to present this year’s list of  
candidates as it represents a roll call of  
the organizations driving Cincinnati’s 
growth.  

The Deal Makers Awards has be-
come the region’s premier business 
event. I am thankful for the hard work 
of  our members and sponsorship by 
our member organizations including 
our presenting sponsor, Huntington 
Bank. I am also extremely proud to 
recognize Candace Kendall - one 
of  the truly great leaders in our city 
and our first female recipient of  the 
Lifetime Achievement Honoree. 

I am hopeful that you will join us as 
we recognize and celebrate the success 
of  our award recipients on May 17th.   

Barry Peterson, the managing di-
rector of  Northcreek Mezzanine 
Fund, reflects on his experience 
as president of  the Association 
for Corporate Growth (ACG) and 
this year’s upcoming Deal Maker 
Awards.

A Message from ACG’s President

DEAL MAKER AWARDS PROGRAM AGENDA

5:00 to 7:00 pm
Cocktails &  
Dining by-the-Bite

7:00 to 8:00 pm
Awards Program

8:00 pm 
Dessert Reception  
& After-Party

Event Emcee

Phone: 513-861 ACGC (2242)
www.acg.org/cincinnati

Doug Bolton
Market Leader
Cushman & Wakefield
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Fraud Prevention:
Five Ways to Keep Your  
Business Finances Secure

About 42 percent of  small businesses reported 
being victims of  cybercrime last year; the average 
take totaled $32,020, according to a December 2015 
survey by the National Small Business Association. 

When business owners are hit by cybercrime, 
they’re often surprised to learn that they don’t 
have the same legal protection that consumers have: 
Federal fraud regulations protect personal financial 
accounts, but not business accounts. 

In light of  this, all small business owners should 
consider accessing the Department of  Homeland 
Security’s C³ Voluntary Program Small and Midsize 
Business Toolkit for vital resources to help their busi-
nesses recognize and address cybersecurity risks.

Here’s a closer look at some key steps you can 
take to keep your business secure.

1: Protect Your Network
Installing a firewall is a critical first step. A single 

hardware-based firewall can help protect the com-
puters on your network.

Also, equip your computers, smartphones and 
other mobile devices with antivirus and anti-malware 
software. Backup critical data on all computers and 
servers daily. Restrict the use of  removable media 
devices like DVDs and USB drives, and block access 
to social networking sites from company computers.

2: Strengthen Your Passwords
Every year, SplashData, a security software com-

pany, publishes a “worst passwords list.” And every 
year, “123456” and “password” are the most com-
monly used passwords on the list. 

To keep your accounts secure, each should have a 
unique, strong password—one that has at least eight 
characters in a random collection of  uppercase and 
lowercase letters, symbols and numbers. (Passwords 
should be changed every two to three months.)

You can keep track of  all your passwords securely 
with a password manager, like Keeper Password 
or Dashlane, which installs on your computer as a 

browser plug. Many password managers will sync 
across all your devices; some will generate new pass-
words for you. 

3: Beware of  Phishing
Phishing is the practice of  sending emails that appear 

to be from a creditable source with the goal of  gaining 
access to sensitive data. The emails ask you to click on 
a link that sends you to a reputable-looking website, 
where you’re asked to update account information, 
or the link will install malware onto your computer. 

Business Email Compromise (BEC) is a sophisticated 
scam that starts with phishing: Criminals target com-
panies that work with foreign suppliers and/or regu-
larly wire payments. The criminals research their vic-
tim’s website, so that they can send authentic-seeming 
emails to get you to wire funds to a legitimate-seeming 
account—that of  a supplier or business partner, for 
example. The funds actually go to a foreign bank 
account, most often to an Asian bank in China or 
Hong Kong, where they’re quickly transferred again. 
According to the FBI, BEC fraud has increased by 
270 percent since January 2015.

To protect your business from phishing and BEC, 
be sure you and your employees scrutinize emails. 
Some fraudsters can actually hack into an executive 
email, meaning a fraudulent email could be coming 
from a legitimate email address. In other circum-
stances, a fraudulent email may take the form of  an 
address that looks very similar that of  an executive’s.  
For example, these addresses may be missing a letter, 
or may include an extra letter or hyphen. Never open 
an attachment or click on a link from an unknown 
sender, and delete any suspicious-looking emails.

4: Protect Checking and 
    ACH Account Numbers
A criminal needs only an account number and 

a bank routing number to execute a fraud. Keep 
the numbers secure and identify fraudulent ac-
tivity right away:

•  When you order checks and deposit slips, re-
quire a signature upon receipt. 

•  Store checks securely. 
•  Verify routing and account numbers of  out-

bound payments. 
•  Require dual approval on monetary transac-

tions, as well as administrative changes. 
•  Reconcile your accounts daily.

5: Partner with Your Bank
Talk to your banker about programs and services 

that safeguard you from unauthorized transactions. 
For example, your business accounts should have a 
two-factor authentication, which requires a user-
name and password plus another method of  identi-
fication, often an access code sent by text message.

Ask about fraud mitigation products such as 
check positive pay, teller positive pay, payee veri-
fication positive pay, reverse positive pay, check 
block and automated clearing house (ACH) posi-
tive pay. These can provide filters and/or blocks, 
approval processes and information reporting to 
help you identify fraud quickly to reject the fraudu-
lent item(s).  While no such products are foolproof, 
these products are believed to reduce the risk of  
loss to you from fraud. 

Finally, if  you discover suspicious activity, contact 
your bank immediately. Stop all online activities 
and change your passwords. File a police report, 
and note what happened and when. The sooner 
you identify a cybercrime, the more likely you are 
to minimize your losses.

.
 

Kevin CM Jones  is Southern Ohio/Kentucky re-
gional president at Huntington Bank. Reach him 
at kevin.c.jones@huntington.com/513-762-1854 
The Huntington National Bank, Member FDIC 
www.huntington.com

Kevin C.M. Jones
President, Southern Ohio/
Kentucky Region
Huntington Bank
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AdvancePierre Foods is a leading producer and distributor of  value-added, convenient, ready-to-eat sandwiches, 
sandwich components and other entrées and snacks to a wide variety of  distribution outlets including foodservice, 
retail and convenience store providers. With more than 4,500 associates in 13 facilities and support centers across 
the United States, AdvancePierre produces more than 600 million sandwiches annually. 

AdvancePierre sells to more than 3,000 customers and has an average tenure of  ap-
proximately 20 years with its top 20 customers. The company’s products are served in 95 of  
the largest 100 school districts in the U.S. and tens of  thousands of  independent and chain 
restaurants across the country. AdvancePierre also serves a wide array of  retail customers 
including national and regional grocery chains, major warehouse club stores, mass retailers 
and dollar stores. The company also sells to approximately 90,000 convenience locations 
and approximately 100,000 vending locations in the U.S.

AdvancePierre’s vision and values are centered on a passion for food, integrity, helping 
one another, profi table growth, respect and community. These values underscore its culture 
and the way it does businesses. The company’s steadfast commitment to delivering superior 
service and great-tasting food solutions has helped to advance its leadership position in core 
product categories including fl ame-grilled burgers, Philly steaks, stuff ed chicken breasts and 
country fried steaks.

In July 2016, AdvancePierre achieved a major milestone with its public debut on the New 
York Stock Exchange (NYSE: APFH), allowing new public shareholders to join the company’s 
exciting growth trajectory. Headquartered in Cincinnati, Ohio, AdvancePierreʼs value-added 
protein and sandwich products feed millions of  people throughout the U.S. each and every day.

Chris Silva, CEO
Mike Sims, CFO

Assurex Health, a wholly-owned subsidiary of  Myriad Genetics, Inc., is a precision 
medicine company providing treatment decision support to healthcare providers 

for behavioral health and chronic pain conditions.  
GeneSight is a clinically proven test to enhance medication se-

lection for healthcare providers, helping them get their patients 
on the right medications faster. Powered by CPGx, GeneSight is 
a proprietary combinatorial pharmacogenomics technology that 
analyzes how an individual’s genetic variations aff ect his or her 
response to medications and provides an actionable, easy to inter-
pret report. Assurex Health is the only company in the category 

with multiple peer-reviewed, published studies that demonstrate the 
clinical validity and clinical utility of  the GeneSight test, including its substantial 
healthcare cost savings benefi t.   

The Company has grown every quarter and has expanded internationally through 
a partnership with Canada’s Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH).

Gina Drosos, CEO
Peter Donato, CFO

DrososSilva

Sims

Corporate Finalist 

Advance Pierre
Corporate Finalist  

Assurex

Real estate is a powerful asset. It helps define the business of a 
company. The spirit of a startup. The values of an investor. We’re 
43,000 employees in over 60 countries, helping our clients put 
ideas into action. Across industries. Within budgets. And without 
fail. Around the globe and in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

What can we do for you? cushmanwakefield.com/action

WE BELIEVE 

THE CLIENT
GIVES EVERY INVESTMENT PURPOSE. 

EVERY PROPERTY A SOUL. EVERY TRANSACTION A PULSE.

I D E A S  I N T O  A C T I O N

Douglas Bolton
Managing Principal, Greater Cincinnati/Dayton

513-910-2584

The Tokarz Group Advisers, LLC (“TTGA”) is the registered 
investment adviser to MVC Capital, Inc. (NYSE:MVC)

F I N A N C I N G  C O M PA N I E S  T H R O U G H 

PA R T N E R S H I P,  PAT I E N C E ,  C R E AT I V I T Y  

A N D  K N O W - H O W

F I N A N C I N G S @ T T G A . C O M   |   ( 5 1 3 )  7 2 5 - 1 8 6 1

A LEGAL PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION

Congratulations to Our Clients and Friends

FUND EVALUATION GROUP
and

www.katzteller.com

For Being Named 2017 ACG Cincinnati Deal Maker Awards Finalists

SILVERSTONE CAPITAL ADVISORS

We also extend our congratulations to all of this year’s finalists.
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As a part of  the Gentherm family, our goal is to develop innovative temperature 
management solutions to fully support our customers’ needs from design to de-
livery and after-sale support. Our Vision is to Positively Impacting 
People’s Lives: We live out the belief  every day that we can help to 
make the world better by providing products to help patients recover 
from surgery and making products safe & reliable.

Cincinnati Sub-Zero (CSZ) is a leading provider of  temperature 
management equipment for over 75 years. Although our products 
are specifi c to each of  our three divisions (Medical, Industrial and 
Testing), each division leverages and builds upon the successes of  
the others.

For the healthcare market, our Medical Division designs products for patient 
comfort and ease of  use with innovation and one of  a kind products used to man-
age patient body temperature in the operating room, recovery room, intensive care 
units, and other areas of  hospitals throughout the world.  Our Industrial Division 
off ers a full range of  standard and custom-designed environmental test chambers 
providing customers with solutions to meet their most demanding environmental 
testing requirements.

Steven Berke,CEO

Presented by 

Huntington Bank

DNA Diagnostics Center, also known as DDC, is one of  the leading and 
most highly accredited genetic testing laboratories in the world. We provide 

comprehensive DNA testing services in four areas: paternity and 
family relationships; lifestyle testing including ancestry, health 
and wellness, veterinary, and forensics testing.

For over 20 years, we have been empowering our clients with 
life-changing information. DDC was founded on the belief  that 
the technological advancements in DNA testing should translate 
into services that are accessible and aff ordable to everyone. Today, 
hospitals and clinics, government agencies, the legal community 
and law enforcement, and consumers from all over the world trust 
the results from our high quality DNA tests.

Constance Hallquist, CEO
Robert Bosley, CFO

Berke Hallquist

Bosley

Corporate Finalist  

DNA Diagnostics Center
Corporate Finalist 

Cincinnati Sub-Zero

www.taftlaw.com

Tenacity.

Play to win.

© 2017 Robert Half Management Resources. An EOE M/F/D/V. RHMR-0415-6012

Cincinnati 
513.621.4243
roberthalfmr.com

Today’s changing business climate can intensify your 
workload and put intolerable pressure on your staff.  
Tap into our global network of senior-level accounting, 
finance and business systems project professionals to 
help your team tackle important business challenges 
where and when you need to. 

Maximum Capacity: Unlimited.
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Fund Evaluation Group, LLC (FEG) is a $58 billion (assets under advisement) 
investment advisory fi rm for institutions and investment advisors, whose mis-
sion is to empower its clients to achieve their goals through superior investment 
performance, objective insights, and research.

FEG brings its deep investment expertise and research-driven 
focus to clients in higher education, private and community foun-
dations, religious organizations, private schools and healthcare 
organizations. In fact, non-profi t client assets represent 77% of  
its institutional assets under advisement.

With 15 managing principals, FEG is an independent, employ-
ee-owned, full-service investment advisory fi rm, headquartered 
in Cincinnati and with a more than 28-year history of  stability 
and growth. It currently has satellite offi  ces in Dallas, Detroit 
and Indianapolis.

FEG provides investment consulting, outsourced CIO (OCIO), 
and research services to institutions and fi nancial intermediaries.

Scott Harsh, CEO
Becky Wood, Managing Principal

Health Carousel, LLC (HC) is the 3rd fastest-growing healthcare contingent 
workforce solutions provider in the country and the fastest-growing business 
of  our size in Greater Cincinnati. Recognized by the Cincinnati Enquirer as 

a “Best Places to Work,” Health Carousel provides travel staff -
ing, locum tenens staffi  ng, international contract-to-hire, and 
professional search services for many of  America’s leading hos-
pitals, long-term care and rehab facilities, outpatient facilities, 
and home health agencies.

Forward-thinking, Health Carousel leverages their industry-
leading technology and marketing to deliver the highest quality 
healthcare professionals to our clients. The company is the #1 
social media brand in the travel staffi  ng industry with over 1.3 
million “likes” on Facebook across various lines of  business and 
plan on furthering their social media presence in 2017. 

Bill DeVille, CEO
Ty Nelson, President

Wood

Harsh

DeVille

Nelson

Corporate Finalist  

Fund Evaluation Group
Corporate Finalist  

Health Carousel

a single-minded focus.

pure valuation

Pure valuation means that  we concentrate our expertise on getting to the right value for your business.  
FIND OUT MORE  .  Lawrence VanKirk  .  LVanKirk@valuationresearch.com

The University of Cincinnati 
congratulates 

2017 Lifetime Achievement Honoree 
Dr. Candace Kendle

ACG_DealMakerAwardsAd_2017 v2.indd   1 4/14/17   10:46 AM
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THANK YOU TO OUR DEAL MAKER MAJOR SPONSORS

MCM CPAs & Advisors off ers expertise in audit and assurance services, tax 
planning, business valuation, litigation support, fraud examination, business start‐
up and consulting for non‐profi t, public and privately held organizations, and 
individuals. The company has offi  ces in Louisville and Lexington, Kentucky; 
Jeff ersonville, Indiana; and Cincinnati, Ohio, and was recently ranked by 
Accounting Today’s Top 100 list as the 85th largest accounting fi rm in the United 
States (based on net revenue). MCM is an independent member of  PrimeGlobal, 
one of  the world’s top fi ve associations of  independent accounting fi rms. The fi rm 
has been awarded Best Places to Work distinctions in multiple states and cities.

Pro Mach is a leading provider of  integrated packaging and processing 
products and solutions for food, beverage, consumer goods, pharmaceutical, 
and other diverse companies. Through multiple brands, Pro Mach provides 

product packaging and processing equipment, PMMI certifi ed 
trainers, installation, parts, and service in Bottling & Capping, 
Primary Packaging, Pharmaceutical Packaging, Flexible 
Packaging, Material Handling, Labeling & Coding, and End 
of  Line, as well as Integrated Solutions for complete packag-
ing lines.

Pro Mach is committed to being a strong corporate citizen 
and supporter of  the communities in which we operate and do 
business around the world. We believe we can grow our busi-
ness while contributing to sustainable development and the so-
cial and economic well-being of  our employees and communi-
ties. As a result, we believe our responsibility as a good global 
citizen should be refl ected in our business objectives, policies, 
philanthropy, and employee programs.  For more information 
about Pro Mach, please visit www.ProMachInc.com.

Mark Anderson, CEO
Bill Schult, CFO

Front row: Charlie LeBoeuf, Diane Medley, Mike Gentry, Crystal Faulkner, Brad East
Second row: Karl Dostal, Brad Smith, Kathy Mitts, Chuck Stevens, Tom Cooney, 
Kevin Fuqua, Kevin Begley

Anderson

Schult
 

 

Corporate Finalist  

MCM CPAs & Advisors
Corporate Finalist  

Pro Mach

Presenting Sponsor

Silver Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Finalists Reception

Dessert ReceptionAwards SponsorAfter Party Cocktail Sponsor

Media Sponsor

Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP

CPA� � B������� C����������
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Pure Romance is the world’s leading and fastest-growing woman-to-woman 
direct seller of  relationship-enhancement products. The company markets its 
premier line of  products, through a network of  25,000 specially- 
trained Consultants at in-home parties throughout the world. 
Since 2001 Pure Romance has grown from $3 million a year in 
sales to $200 million in 2016. In 2010, the company began its 
international expansion, launching operations in Australia, New 
Zealand, Canada, and South Africa. Founder Patty Brisben, 
launched the Patty Brisben Foundation for Women’s Sexual Health 
in 2006, and the non-profit organization has raised $3.5 million 
to support women’s sexual health education, research and com-
munity programming. 

Patty Brisben, Chairwoman & Founder
Chris Cicchinelli, CEO

TiER1 is a high-touch boutique consulting firm working to improve the performance 
of  organizations through the performance of  people to build a better world. A one-
stop-shop for performance, TiER1 combines the talents of  creative, technology, com-

munications, learning, change management, and project management 
consultants to design and deliver innovative, people-centric solutions. 

Founded in Covington in 2002, TiER1’s highly customized offerings 
have been sought out by hundreds of  clients, including numerous Fortune 
500 companies spanning most industries. From regional firms to mul-
tinational corporations and government agencies, TiER1 consistently 
delivers value added solutions, and as a result, TiER1’s revenue has never 
dropped despite its exposure to financial services firms in 2009 and en-
ergy companies in 2015. TiER1 transitioned to employee ownership in 
2016. The company has grown to include offices in Atlanta, Chicago, 
Cleveland, Denver, Indianapolis, Pittsburgh, and Washington, DC. 

TiER1 has been named to the Inc. 5000 List of  America’s Fastest 
Growing Companies for ten consecutive years and has consistently been 
recognized as a Best Places to Work recipient. Employee owners value 
a thriving culture and strive to help people do their best work in every 
client partnership. Learn more about TiER1 at tier1performance.com. 

 
Greg Harmeyer, CEO
Anna Wolf, CFO

Brisben

Cicchinelli

Harmeyer

Wolf

Corporate Finalist  

Pure Romance
Corporate Finalist  

Tier1 Performance Solutions

Expert guidance, beyond the bottom line.www.mcmcpa.com | 513.768.6796

 

85
ranked
firM in the  

U.S.

th

5
MCM OffiCes in 3 states

350 PrOfessiOnaLs

2 CinCinnati  
OffiCes

Downtown  
& Hyde Park

original leadership  
articles composed in 2016

120+

50
+

different 
CertifiCatiOns

Presenting Sponsor
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CTI Clinical Trial and Consulting Services (CTI) was founded in 1999 by Tim Schroeder and Lynn 
Fallon to provide therapeutic expertise to the pharmaceutical and biotechnology industry across a 
range of  services.  Since its founding, the company has grown from a US-based organization to a multi-
national company with operations in over 25 countries.  CTI works with clients to 
provide study design, analytics, and consultation services aimed at helping move drugs 
and devices through global regulatory agencies such as the FDA, EMA, and others.  
The international workforce works closely with clients throughout the world on the 
delivery of  the various study elements encompassed in the scope of  work.  CTI has 
worked on over 3,000 projects spanning 6 continents and has contributed to more 
than 100 new drug and device approvals.  They work with more than 120 pharma-
ceutical and biotechnology companies spanning the globe and size spectrum.  While 
the company works with a wide variety of  drug and device development (oncology, 
transplant, regenerative medicine), approximately 80% of  their work is focused on 
rare and orphan disease drug development.  The drug and device industry has made 
a signifi cant push into orphan disease treatment options given the historical success 
of  wide spread disease management tools treating conditions such as high choles-
terol, high-blood pressure, etc...  A core value of  the fi rm, which is refl ected in both 
the internal approach to employee engagement and client relationships, is to foster a 
culture of  passion and persistence.  As CTI consistently is ranked a Best Place to work 
and boasts a 95% repeat business success rate, it is clear this virtue is well received.

Tim Schroeder, CEO
Lynn Fallon, President

LISNR is an ultrasonic audio technology — a communication protocol that 
uses inaudible sound, called Smart Tones™, to transmit information.  With 
any LISNR-enabled software or device: Use LISNR to transmit customizable 

streams of  data every second —  enabling proximity engagement 
with audience measurement, seamless & secure methods of  au-
thentication, and device to device data transmission for automa-
tion and connectivity. 

With global commercial activations across millions of  devices, 
partners & investors like Intel, and as the only ultrasonic solution 
approved and deployed by government agencies, we’ve successfully 
proven LISNR as the New Global Standard for ultrasonic con-
nectivity.  The characteristics of  leveraging audio for data trans-
mission in the digital age is in its infancy and we are the pioneers.

Rodney Williams, CEO & Co-founder
Chris Ostoich, Co-founder

WilliamsSchroeder

Fallon Ostoich

Entrepreneur Finalist 

CTI
Entrepreneur Finalist 

LISNR

©  Merrill Communications LLC. All rights reserved. 

RAISE CAPITAL,
FACILITATE THE 
M&A PROCESS,
MANAGE 
REGULATORY 
FILINGS AND 
DELIVER REGULATED
COMMUNICATIONS
As your business grows and thrives, 
Merrill Corporation can help you:

 + Accelerate the due diligence process for 
business transactions

 + Navigate your financial disclosure 
obligations including IPOs, periodic 
reporting, notice and proxy

 + Deliver precise and compliant brand 
communications

We secure solutions at every phase of 
the business lifecycle, so you can secure 
ongoing impact and growth.

For more information, please contact us at 
888.311.4100 or at info@merrillcorp.com.

merrillcorp.com

FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS & REPORTING | MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS FOR REGULATED INDUSTRY | CUSTOMER CONTENT & COLLABORATION SOLUTIONS

+ COLLABORATE 
with Merrill DataSite®

+ NAVIGATE 
with our cloud-based 
platform

+ DELIVER 
with Merrill Connect® Get there.

Mergers & Acquisitions Advisory | Financing
Strategic Evaluations | Principal Investment

1077 Celestial Street • Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 • 513-371-5533 • www.rkca.com

Local advisors helping mid-market business owners accomplish
their goals through professional planning and execution.
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Seapine Software provides the tools, technologies, and best practices needed to deliver 
complex products on time and on budget. Their award-winning application lifecycle 
management (ALM) solutions help development teams manage the entire project life-
cycle, linking requirements, test plans, source code, issues, and tasks on 
an integrated platform. Seapine’s solutions drive the development of  rec-
ognized brands, life-saving medical devices, and even games of  the year.

Seapine was founded in Maineville, Ohio in 1995 by Rick and Kelly 
Riccetti and, until the Perforce acquisition, was headquartered in Mason 
Ohio with global locations in London, Munich, Melbourne and Pretoria. 
The Company has provided products and services to over 8,000 cus-
tomers worldwide and employs approximate 60 people.

While Seapine has sold to companies in all industries, their suite spot 
is companies with products considered quality-critical. These include regulated com-
panies in industries such as medical device, aerospace, automotive, utilities, and casino 
gaming, as well as companies whose brands are synonymous with quality. Common 
threads among these companies are strong engineering disciplines, a higher desire for 
traceability and auditability among development artifacts, and the push for faster in-
novation while maintaining quality, reducing risk, and containing costs.

Rick Riccetti, CEO

Frank is a partner in the fi rm and leads its Corporate Transactions & Securities practice 
group.  Frank is a trusted adviser to corporate clients and C-Suite executives.  He focuses 
his practice on corporate transactions, including mergers & acquisitions, startups, joint 
ventures and commercial agreements, and cross-border transactions.  Frank is dedicated 

to providing solution-oriented, cost-eff ective, practical business and legal 
advice to his clients.

Frank reshaped the Thompson Hine Corporate practice to better serve 
clients’ needs.  He instituted a strategic review and streamlined the group’s 
structure to focus on its strong core areas and align them with client demand.  

Frank has received many accolades over the course of  his career. He is 
recognized in Chambers USA, which states:

“Frank Chaiken chairs the fi rm’s corporate transactions and securities 
practice, counseling clients on the full spectrum of  corporate transactions. 
Clients affi  rm that the ‘very intelligent’ Chaiken ‘understands the issues and 

is practical in advising us on the right approach to take.’”
Other professional recognitions include: Legal 500 (ranked among the elite “leading law-

yers” – 1 of  23 lawyers nationally recognized in the M&A Middle Market category); The 
Best Lawyers in America; Ohio Super Lawyers; Martindale-Hubbell® (AV Preeminent® 
rated); BTI Client Service MVP; BTI Client Service All-Star; Cincy Magazine (selected as 
one of  Cincinnati’s Leading Lawyers)

Frank is a proud alumnus of  Boston College Law School, 
Harvard College, and Walnut Hills High School.  He and 
his wife, Dr. Mary Fedor Chaiken, reside in Pleasant Ridge.

Riccetti Chaiken

Entrepreneur 

Rick Riccetti, Seapine Software
Financier & Service Provider Finalist 

Frank Chaiken,Th ompson Hine

SM

WE THANK OUR DEAL MAKER CORPORATE SPONSORS
(as of 4/25/17)
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ArkMalibu is an investment banking boutique serving privately-held businesses. 
Founded in 1990 by Peter Kubasek, the fi rm has established a strong reputation 
as a creative and trusted M&A advisor with an ability to deliver value well above 
market expectations for mergers and acquisitions. In 2016, Rene 
Robichaud formalized a partnership with Peter Kubasek to estab-
lish ArkMalibu. The ‘Ark’ in ArkMalibu represents ‘the Associates 
of  Robichaud and Kubasek’. The fi rm continues to add talent to its 
team and to focus on leading sell-side transactions while providing 
advisory services for clients. 

ArkMalibu advises business owners by making highly informed and 
relevant recommendations on steps towards fi nding a great partner 
or monetizing their businesses. The fi rm helps maximize value by 
eff ectively conveying the company’s investment merits and minimiz-
ing the buyers’ perceived investment risks. As one of  the most trusted 
boutique investment banking fi rms in the region, ArkMalibu leverages 
its proprietary transaction process to serve its privately-owned clients 
based on experience, creativity, and the avoidance of  confl icts of  
interest. ArkMalibu focuses its energy and talent on turning culture 
into capital in order to deliver value beyond clients’ expectations.

Peter Kubasek, Founder and CEO
Rene Robichaud, Chairman and Partner

Silverstone Capital Advisors (“SCA”) off ers a wide range of  senior advisory and invest-
ment banking services to regional and national clients. In addition to M&A transactions (as 
both buy and sell-side advisors), we are regularly engaged in capital formation, debt and 
equity recapitalizations, succession planning (with noteworthy expertise in management/

shareholder buyouts) and capital and equity monetization strategic planning.  
While our clients are typically privately-held, middle-market businesses, 

SCA is also regularly engaged by public companies, where these engagements 
typically include evaluation and execution of  operating entity divestitures 
and stock exchange sanctioned spinoff  transactions.

SCA is also this region’s go-to fi nancial advisor for distressed M&A, work-out 
recapitalizations, UCC Article 9 and US Bankruptcy Code-based transac-
tions. We have been successful in implementing numerous sell-side distressed 
company transactions and have successfully executed several distressed buy-
out transactions employing both Article 9 and highly structured buyout ap-
proaches to acquire cyclically-impacted businesses for client roll-up eff orts.

In all phases of  our engagements we are and remain entirely committed 
to our clients’ success, to delivering objective, expert fi nancial and transac-
tion advice and providing incomparable deal representation. 

Above all we are passionate problem-solvers and skilled negotiators, armed 
with unsurpassed analytical skills, able to quickly make sense of  any complex 
fi nancial and transaction challenges.

 
Mark Greenberg, Partner
John Vota, Partner

Kubasek Greenberg

Robichaud Vota

Financier & Service Provider Finalist 

Silverstone Capital Advisors

WE THANK OUR ANNUAL SUSTAINING SPONSORS

Financier & Service Provider Finalist 

ArkMalibu

 

 

SM



Advertising Supplement to the Cincinnati Business Courier, May 5, 2017 13

ACG Cincinnati, the member-
ship community for middle 
market private equity and 

business leaders focused on corpo-
rate growth and M&A, is proud to 
announce that Dr. Candace Kendle, 
Retired Chairman and CEO of  Kendle 
International Inc., has been named 
as the 2017 Lifetime Achievement 
Recipient.  The award is the chapter’s 
highest recognition, reserved only for 
those exceptional leaders who have 
driven significant corporate growth, 
organizational achievement and com-
munity impact by visionary, tenacious, 
and inspired deal making through ac-
quisitions, joint ventures, strategic alli-
ances, and financing transactions.

Dr. Kendle was chosen for this award 
based on her achievements in founding 
and growing Kendle International Inc., 
from a small, private start-up in 1981 to 
a global clinical research organization 
traded on NASDAQ (KNDL). In 2011 
Kendle International was acquired by 
INC Research. Under Dr. Kendle’s 
leadership, the company delivered a 
wide range of  clinical development 
and clinical trial services to biopharma-
ceutical companies around the world.

Dr. Kendle now serves on the Board 
of  Directors of  UPS and Emerson. She 
is a founding member and past chair-
person of  the Association of  Clinical 

Research Organizations (ACRO). She 
serves as the President and Co-Founder 
of  the Read Aloud 15 MINUTES 
National Campaign, a national NPO 
that fosters parent engagement in early 
childhood development.  As a result 
of  this work, she was a recipient of  
the Business Champion for Children 
Award by ReadyNation, awarded in 
Washington DC in October 2015.  She 
is a member of  the Committee of  200, 
an organization of  preeminent women 
entrepreneurs and corporate leaders.

 P r i o r  t o  f o u n d i n g  Ke n d l e 
International Inc., Dr. Kendle held 
senior faculty positions at several 
leading academic institutions includ-
ing University of  North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, Schools of  Pharmacy and 
Medicine; University of  Pennsylvania, 
School of  Medicine; Philadelphia 
College of  Pharmacy and Science; and 
the University of  Cincinnati, College 
of  Pharmacy.  She won several faculty 
awards during her academic career 
and published more than two-dozen 
research papers in peer-reviewed jour-
nals.

Dr. Kendle earned a Bachelor of  
Science and Doctorate in Pharmacy 
from the University of  Cincinnati, 
College of  Pharmacy.  She was award-
ed an honorary Ph.D. in Science, 
University of  Cincinnati in 2010.

Presented by  

Huntington Bank

Lifetime Achievement Award

Dr. Candace Kendle 

Dr. Candace Kendle

ACG names Dr. Candace Kendle  
as the First Woman Lifetime  

Achievement Honoree

“Dr. Kendle is recognized worldwide 
as a leader in the CRO industry. Her 

career is inspiring and remarkable, 
having risen from being one of  only 

six women in her pharmacy program 
to international recognition as a CEO 

of  a publicly traded company with 
offices on four continents.  It is only 
fitting that a pioneering entrepreneur, 
academic and business leader like  

Dr. Kendle is the first women  
recipient of  ACG’s highest honor.”

- Barry Peterson, 
Northcreek Mezzanine

2017 President of ACG Cincinnati
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Thanks to our outgoing Board Members & President.

David Engel 
Flynn & Co.

Mono Bhattacharya
RKCA

Barry Peterson
Northcreek Mezzanine

Kelly Tassos
Cincinnati Business 

Courier

Natalie Galbato
Grant Thornton

Determining the right path forward  

for Main Street businesses.

Sell Side Services • Business Valuation • Financial Reporting

Todd Pfister
Partner
513.543.3325

Tom Paquette
Partner
513.484.5462 prosperitasadvllc.com

CONNECT Grand Rapids, Mich
Sept. 6-7, 2017

acg-glcc.org

Held February 22, 2017

10th Annual 

Aric Hassel (ACG Cup Co-Chair, BB&T); 
James Sheehy, Lisa D’Amore, Brad Carmella, Prabu Ravindren 

& Cindy DeVelvis (Miami University Team); 
Woody Taft (ACG Cup Co-Chair, Taft Holdings)

Congratulations to ALL participating MBA students from:

Honoring Distinguished Alumni:

SHASHANK SAXENA
Senior Director for 

Strategy Development & Integration
The Kroger Company

For more information, visit: www.acg.org/cincinnati                          mtaylor@acg.org     (513) 861-ACGC

An M&A Case Study Competition between the best and brightest
MBA students in the Greater Cincinnati region.

Congratulations to our First Place Team

University Sponsors

Presenting Sponsor

Distinguished Alumni Sponsor Media Sponsor Valuation Seminar Sponsor
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Kick-off the summer with 
ACG & FC Cincinnati! 

Wednesday, July 26
Reception: 5:30 pm 
Nippert Stadium Party Deck

Gametime: 7:00 pm 
Nippert Stadium

Monday, August 21
Collaborative event with 
ACG Cincinnati and ACG Kentucky 

Shotgun Start at 10:30 am 

Foursome:  $1500
Individual:  $400

In collaboration with:

Experience Valhalla 
One the country’s most exclusive clubs

ACG offers access to a global network of more than 90,000 top middle-market M&A 

professionals, including over 14,500 members in chapters across the globe. Grow your business 

by connecting with the right people using ACG’s fully searchable membership directory or by 

attending any one of the more than 1,200 deal flow and networking events worldwide.

SEE THE POWER THAT MEMBERSHIP BRINGS. BECOME A MEMBER TODAY.

A C G . O R G / C I N C I N N A T I



With enhanced payment security,
threats of fraud are a little less threatening. 

Member FDIC. ¥® and Huntington® are federally registered service marks of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. 
Huntington® Welcome.TM is a service mark of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. © 2017 Huntington Bancshares 

Incorporated.

Huntington’s Business Security Suite is designed to help you 
stay a step ahead of threats to your business’s finances. By 
making it easier to monitor all your payments, we can help you 
catch payment fraud before it becomes a problem. Learn more 
about how our customizable security suite can help you keep 
your business safe at Huntington.com/BusinessSecurity. 


