
CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS - 2017 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to you all to the 2017 Annual Parish Assembly. It’s been a very busy time for 

Councillors over the past twelve months, with some issues resolved, but others waiting in the 

wings. I will now give just a short summary of these issues. 

 

PARISH PLAN 
Following on from The Parish Plan, residents are in the process of arranging a ‘Village Fun 

Day’ which I will touch on later. 

 

TOLL BAR TRAFFIC ISLAND 
After 3 long years, Toll Bar is finally completed, and ‘don’t we know it’. Already there has been 

difficulties for not just Binley Woods, but for all Villagers who use the TGI Island. When it’s 

not blocked with traffic, it’s blocked because of accidents. I know of five serious accidents 

which occurred in the first three months of Toll Bar opening. Plans have been tabled for TGI 

Island, with a flyover along the A46. We have already stated our concerns about noise at the 

western end of the village, and also about the subway. Let’s hope the Highways listen this time, 

as I have an article here from 1983, when Councillor Evelyn Humphries told them that an Island 

would not work at this junction. She is trying not to say ‘Told you so’.  

 

POLICING 

Binley Woods, Brandon and Wolston have received more than their share of crime over the past 

4 or 5 months. There have been not just ‘break-ins’ but car keys taken and cars stolen. Coupled 

with this, there have been burglaries and opportunist entries into properties. Councillor Roberts 

has done a sterling job getting up a Community Alert system, which we advise all residents to 

sign up to. With some alerts going out, and some prompt and immediate action, a lot of this type 

of crime could be reduced drastically. The police have responded to the reports, but I am still 

being told that there is a lot of suspicious behaviour that is not reported. Please report it. Not 

everybody uses social media, so the action should be to report to the people who can respond. 

The Police. It doesn’t matter how many times as long as they are made aware. 

 

HIGHWAY VERGES 

Another round of tree planting on the verges took place in November and I must say, driving 

along the Rugby Road, it really feels like Binley Woods. We have replaced the trees that have 

died and will look to see where new ones can now be put. If you know of any areas which would 

benefit from a tree, please let us know. Alternatively, let us know if you do not want one on the 

verge adjacent to your property. We have also had new contractors for this growing season to 

cut the verges after Graham Wale retired from the larger jobs. Graham and Steve have done an 

excellent job for almost 15 years, and I would like to thank them for this. They will be a hard act 

to follow. 

 

LOCAL PLAN 
THE Local Plan has again been put back, waiting for more information. The area of the 

document that covers Binley Woods had identified the land to the north of Rugby Road, 

opposite Ferndale Road, as the proposed site. (The old chicken farm). The latest plan was 

reduced from 100 to 62 dwellings, but no further information is available at this stage. Once the 

plan is passed, we think things will move fairly quickly, but we have already asked that we are 

granted discussions with the developers to try and ensure our wishes are met.  

 



VILLAGE CLEAN-UP 

It is amazing how a small number of volunteer residents can make a big impact on the village 

with a couple of hours now and then. We have completed half a dozen ‘tidy-ups’ over the past 

couple of years and it really raises the look of the area. Once again, I would like to thank Chris 

Bowen and her team of volunteers, and if you can spare some time on a Saturday morning to be 

decided, please pass me your contact details after the meeting.    

 

DOG FOUL BINS 

The two new bins have been installed at the Recreation Ground, although there is still foul being 

left throughout the area. I know many, many dog walkers who are responsible and not only take 

their dog’s foul home, but even pick up any other foul they see. We just need now to educate the 

small number of offenders who get the majority a bad name.  

 

AED (DEFIBRILLATOR) 
Tongue in cheek, I’m pleased to report that these are the biggest waste of money that we have 

laid out, as they have not been needed. We hope that this stays the case, but should one be 

required, we hope it will be successful in saving somebody’s life. One piece of advice I would 

like to give is ‘please go to see the chemist on Woodlands Road if you think you have a 

problem’. After first-hand experience of this last week, my son was told he saved my youngest 

grandson’s life by taking their advice and rushing him to A&E when he started with an 

anaphylactic shock. Advice I will be extremely grateful for. Please use the Chemist. 

 

GARDEN CENTRE SITE 

The site has now become a real eye saw and we have made many attempts to contact the owners 

to ask what is happening. The plans were agreed by RBC a couple of years ago, but nothing has 

been done. The buildings are now open and dangerous, and the whole site open to abuse. All I 

can ask now is that residents write to RBC and the owners, to let them know that we would like 

to see the site developed into a great asset to the area. Perhaps this would show support that we 

would all use a purpose built facility, should it go ahead. 

 

BRANDON SPEEDWAY SITE 

After the end of last season, it seems the original owner stripped the whole site of all fitments 

and fixings, including the shale from the track, leaving it absolutely barren. This is where things 

are still at, as no plans have been submitted to RBC, and the Bees are now non-existent after 

being thrown out of the league. Again, as with the garden centre, perhaps a little persuasion from 

residents might just stop the site becoming a real dumping ground or worse. Another letter might 

be the way forward, especially if you would like to see an ‘Independent Living Retirement 

Village’ in this area. We have nothing of this nature on this side of Rugby, so your letter might 

just push Councillors to think about it.  

 

RECREATION GROUND 
As part of our Parish Plan, residents said they would like to see a Village Fun Day, and this is 

now well under way. In just over one month, we will see Stalls, Bands, Food, Wasps Fun Zone, 

Dog Shows, Alpacas, Miniature Railway, Emergency Vehicles, Library Storytime, and much, 

much more going on at the recreation Ground. A couple of hours before will be a ‘Fun Run’ at 

Binley Woods Primary School followed by a procession of the King, Queen, Prince and Princess 

of the village. In the evening, fun will carry on at the Roseycombe, with live entertainment. It is 

going to be a great day of fun, and thanks to Lisa Male and her gang of volunteers for organising 

something for everybody. Please make every effort to come along, but don’t forget to bring a 

smile along with you, on 24
th

 June. 



 

CONCLUSION 
 

We all have our little jobs within the Parish Council, and all Councillors just go about their 

business without too much fuss. These people deserve thanks for their efforts. Councillor and 

Vice Chair, Liz Johnson, and Councillor Pat Docker for their work with Village Hall matters. 

Councillor Dave Jones, Planning, and Councillor Pete Claisse for environment. Councillors 

Vicki Loughran and Norman Brinton for Recreation Ground, and Councillor Linda Harbour for 

Youth Club and School business. The final Councillor, Steve Roberts, has done sterling work 

getting the Community Alert system up and running, when others have failed in the past. This is 

something we really need at present. We did have one Councillor resign just before Christmas 

for personal reasons, and I would like to go on record to thank Ken Short for all his hard work 

while he was on the Council.  

 

That brings me on to an advert now that we are one down in number, so if you would like to join 

the Parish Council, now is the time to raise your head above the pulpit. 

 

Finally, thank you to our Clerk, John Cook, who keeps us all in order. 

 

For a large number of years I have sat here addressing the Assembly, thinking things can’t get 

any better than this. Every year I have had to eat my words, with more and more residents 

making this a great place to live. I have always loved being part of Binley Woods, and this is 

made more special because of the people in it. Thanks to you all. 

 

Thank You. 


