
CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS - 2016 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to you all to the 2016 Annual Parish Assembly. We thank you for giving up your time 

to come along to hear what we have achieved on your behalf, whilst looking forward to the  

months ahead. These could very well be arduous for the village and for residents as we wait for 

Local Plan Proposals from Rugby Borough Council.  

 

The following is just a summary of what we have been doing over the past twelve months. 

 

PARISH PLAN 

The Parish Plan proved to be a great tool for the Parish Council to work to. We have looked at 

almost all of the findings and can now tick off a number of residents requests and concern. 

There are still a lot of outstanding items and we would hope to resolve some of these. 

 

TOLL BAR TRAFFIC ISLAND 

Going now into the last 8 months of severe disruption, if you exclude the pun, we are seeing the 

light at the end of the tunnel. This final push does not however mean that the disruption has 

finished. The Highways agency are already looking at proposals for TGI Island and Walsgrave 

Island, which will mean it will all start again. We are hoping to arrange meetings once the road 

layouts are issued published. Watch this space. 

 

POLICING 

The types of crime seems to be changing with more and more being internet and identity crime. 

We have had quite a number of burglaries within the village over the past twelve months, but 

mainly from opportunists. Please keep all windows, doors, sheds, cars and garages locked 

whenever you are not around. It makes sense. 

 

HIGHWAY VERGES 

Once again you probably seen our team out planting trees around the village. I must say that it 

gives the village more of a rural feeling. I just love driving along the road and even when 

walking around I am looking to see which trees have taken and which have not. Thanks to 

Councillor Pete Claisse for his relentless work and drive in pursuing this on your behalf. 

 

VILLAGE CLEAN-UP 

We have now had two clean-ups throughout Binley Woods and it is amazing how much litter we 

have collected. It was a Parish Plan item that Chris Bowen took on, and it has been a great 

success. The thanks and comments from people as we have gone about our clean-up has really 

made it worthwhile. The only down side was when I tried to squash a full carton of blackcurrant 

only to have it explode in my face. My lips were sweet and sticky for the whole morning. 

Thanks though to Chris and all her volunteers, and please come along and help us on the next 

event on 25
th

 June.    

 

POST CODES 
After once again approaching Royal Mail we have again been informed that changing the post 

code for Binley Woods is out of the question. Again it is on financial grounds although they 

have said there are no benefits to residents if it was changed. All we can now say is that we did 

try but with no support we were not successful.  

 



RECREATION GROUND 

The biggest project we have undertaken in a number of years was the upgrade  of the play 

equipment at the Recreation Ground. We reported at the last Annual Assembly that we had 

made approaches for funds and were waiting replies. It was a real roller coaster when we were 

turned down by Veolia, but WREN came to our rescue with a £50K grant. The whole area is 

now transformed and any day of the week the area is well attended. Our thanks go to Ken Short 

and the whole Parish Plan Working Party for their work in identifying the needs, and to Vicki 

Loughran for helping me to complete the funding submission. It has been a ‘job-well-done’ and 

we are the envy of many villages. 

 

DOG FOUL BINS 

For all the dog walkers around the Village, we have managed to acquire two new bins and bag 

dispensers from ‘The Dog’s Trust’. These have been installed inside both gates and are well 

stocked. Once again, thanks to Vicki Loughran for her ‘dogged’ approach in pursuing these bins 

to fruition. 

 

AED (DEFIBRILLATOR) 

After applying for funding from RBC, The parish Council have now purchased and installed a 

second Defibrillator at the front of the Chemist in Woodlands Road. Again we hope we never 

have to use it, but if we do, we hope the purchase will be well worthwhile. Further training 

courses have taken place and a large number of residents now know what to do in an emergency. 

Please remember though that your first contact in an emergency is still 999, and this service will 

guide you through the process. We would also ask residents to be aware of any vandalism to the 

units as we have had reports of a lad trying to access the box. 

 

CONCLUSION 

This term has been a really pleasing one after a rocky start. Being turned down for funding 

knocked us all back and we thought there was no way forward. Getting WREN’s phone call 

lifted us all and you can all see the outcome. A real big thank you to WREN. We have also had 

many more projects going whilst trying to manage the Village affairs. We are working tirelessly 

behind the scenes making Binley Woods a lovely place to come home to. 

 

The future looks like it will hold other problems for the Village, with the roll out of the Local 

Plan. We had a meeting arranged for next week as the proposals were due to be released on 10
th

 

May, but we were informed this release was being delayed for one month due to contractor 

delays. At the moment we do not know any further information other than what was delivered to 

residents back in early February. There is also a lot of comments on ‘facebook’ that the opening 

of the Nursery in Brandon is now not going ahead, and the land is being put forward for 

development. Again at this point in time we have nothing confirmed, and are asking the relevant 

people the questions.   

 

I would now like to thank a few people who have supported me and made my position as 

Chairman very rewarding. Councillor Ken Short for his excellent work with both the Parish Plan 

Team and producing the Newsletter. Councillor Steve Roberts for his work in getting the Defib 

up and running and attempting to do the same with Neighbourhood Watch. To Councillors Pat 

Docker, and Liz Johnson for working on our behalf as our delegates on the Village Hall 

Committee. Councillor Linda Harbour for being delegate to the Youth Club and Primary School. 

Councillor Dave Jones for Planning matters and Councillors Pete Claisse and Norman Brinton 



for making our verges look brilliant with trees etc. To Vicki Loughran for her work and support 

in securing the grant funding for the play equipment, and acquiring two ‘dog foul dispensers’.  

 

Finally, thank you to our Clerk, John Cook, for looking after our finances, and keeping us all in 

order. We all look forward to a further term, and implementing many more of the resident’s 

wishes to make Binley Woods the place to live. 

 

Thank You. 


