
CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS - 2015 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to you all to the 2015 Annual Parish Assembly. This is the platform for you to meet 

the Councillors who have given their time to try and make Binley Woods a better place to live. 

Having said that, it is not just this once a year assembly you can approach us. We hold a session 

for ‘Members of the Public’ prior to each monthly meeting in the Morrison Room. Please come 

along if you have anything you wish to bring to our attention. 

 

The following is just a summary of what we have been doing over the past twelve months. 

 

PARISH PLAN 

The Parish Plan was the biggest project the Parish Council have undertaken and we have now 

progressed to addressing the issues raised. This will be a long process as time will be given to 

consult throughout the majority of items, to try and ensure we get the best results for residents. 

The first project has been to look at the Recreation Ground and Play Areas. This is probably the 

biggest and most expensive item, with a cost of just under £90K. This cost is beyond the Parish 

Councils budget so we have approached both Veolia and WREN respectively to part fund along 

with the Parish Council. If successful, you will see the play area transform into a more up to date 

facility and a safer environment with fencing and matting. Something which is well overdue. 

 

TOLL BAR TRAFFIC ISLAND 
We are now over 12 months into the disruption and residents and the local community seem to 

have got used to it. Most people have adapted, with workers finding alternative routes, whilst 

retired people like me have arranged alternative times to try and miss the traffic. I must admit 

that I didn’t realise the extent of the excavations and there has been plenty of soil removed and 

dispersed. One good thing is that The Highways Agency’ has now agreed that the problem will 

be moved on to the TGI and Walsgrave Islands, and they are looking at proposed improvements 

at these two areas. Only another 18 months of this disruption, and it might all start again…… 

 

POLICING 

I think there has been a big drop in doorstep salespeople since some of our streets became ‘No 

Rogue Trader Zones’. We have made approaches to have this scheme extended for the 

remainder of the village, and are looking for a favourable reply. There are still people reporting 

incidents to me two or three days after the event about what they consider a crime. The reporting 

structure is to phone 101 for non-urgent crime which has already taken place, or 999 for crime in 

progress should you see or hear it. We really need to be pro-active to cut crime. 

 

HIGHWAY VERGES 

The further round of tree planting was completed over the winter and they have all started to 

flourish now. A few residents have adopted some of the trees and are providing some TLC for 

them. Thank you. It is our way of ensuring a nicer place to live for our grandchildren. We have 

also had a great show of daffodils at either end of the village. Thank you to Jo, who now owns 

Oakdale Nursery, for her donations and to Tony Kavanagh who gave his time to help me plant 

them. It was well worth the effort. 

 

 

 

 



STREET LIGHTING 

We have attempted to install LED bulbs when lights have needed replacements, to see if there is 

a marked improvement. At present we have one in place but the second was removed after 

complaints. It is something that will eventually come into force as suppliers are fazing out the 

old lighting in favour of LEDs. We will keep you posted on this. 

 

LIBRARY 

The sale of the Library has seen Blue Bell Woods Children’s Nursery renting the property with a 

clause to purchase at a later date. It is now well established, and we have had good reports. 

There has been a few parking problems which we hoped would be resolved, but after somebody 

complained to Warwickshire County Council, they have stopped the parking on site until a 

‘dropped curb’ is installed. This has worsened the situation but hopefully, the CC will work 

quickly and get the plans agreed. 

 

AED (DEFIBRILLATOR) 

The parish Council have purchased and installed a Defibrillator on the frontage of the Village 

Hall last month. We hope this is a complete waste of money and that nobody will be taken 

seriously ill and in need of it. A bit like wanting a parachute on an aircraft, but not wanting to try 

it out. Should it be needed and save a life then it will have been the most valuable asset we have 

ever purchased. Training courses have taken place and around 40 residents attended. That 

doesn’t mean these people are your first contact in an emergency. It is still 999, and the service 

will guide you through the process. 

 

CONCLUSION 
After many years on the Parish Council, I got the feeling residents thought it was an ‘Us and 

Them’ situation, and were fearful of approaching us. Since the Parish Plan, it has evolved and 

people within the area are now taking the lead in their village. The help and assistance that 

volunteers have come forward with, has been an immense help for Councillors. Jobs that were 

beyond us due to time restraints have been undertaken and the whole Village has moved forward 

in the last few years. There is even a ‘litter pick’ arranged by volunteers on 27
th
 June. If you are 

available for a couple of hours on the Saturday morning please come and see me after the 

meeting. 

 

I now need to thank a few people who have supported me over the past twelve months. 

Councillor Ken Short has done an excellent job with both the Parish Plan Team and producing 

the Newsletter for Residents. Councillor Steve Roberts for his relentless work in getting the 

Defib up and running and attempting to do the same with Neighbourhood Watch. To 

Councillors Pat Docker, and Liz Johnson for working on our behalf as our delegates on the 

Village Hall Committee. Councillor Linda Harbour for being delegate to the Youth Club and 

Primary School. Councillor Dave Jones for Planning matters and Councillors Pete Claisse and 

Norman Brinton for making our verges look brilliant with trees etc. The final Councillor, Vicki 

Loughran, has done some sterling work in assisting me in producing two grant application forms 

for the play equipment, whilst also attempting to acquire the village the first ever ‘dog foul bag 

dispensers’.  

 

Finally, thank you to our Clerk, John Cook, for keeping us all in place throughout the past 

twelve months. We all look forward to a further term, costing, funding and implementing many 

more of the residents wishes from the Parish Plan. 

 



Thank You. 


