
CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS - 2014 
 

INTRODUCTION 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to you all to the 2014 Annual Parish Assembly. The 

time has absolutely flown by and I hope you can all see a remarked improvement in the day to 

day running and environment of Binley Woods. This is also our opportunity to let you know 

what projects we have been working on over the past twelve months and what we hope to do in 

the next term of office.  

 

PARISH PLAN 
The Parish Plan is now complete as far as gathering information is concerned. It was the biggest 

project the Parish Council have undertaken and as you can see from our published booklets, 

many issues have been highlighted. Thanks to all the people who helped on this project, from 

volunteers who made teas or delivered house to house, the committees who spent hours 

discussing what should be included, through to Councillor Ken Short whose drive and 

determination meant that it was completed not only on time but £1,000 under budget. This 

however, is not the end as we have now got a team of volunteers looking at the prospects of 

implementing some of the issues and solutions. Some are small and inexpensive while others are 

larger and carry financial burdens. Either way, you can be assured we are working in the best 

interests of all residents.  

 

TOLL BAR TRAFFIC ISLAND 
The upgrade work on the TOLL BAR Island has finally started and already we are feeling the 

impact both entering and leaving the village. A number of individual complaints have gone into 

the Highways Agency and we are hoping that somebody from the department attends a 

forthcoming Earl Craven Meeting so we can have some input and discussion. We are looking to 

keep a watchful eye on this upgrade, especially when it nears completion. We think it will cause 

lasting problems to people using the A428 from all local villages long after it is finished.  

 

POLICING 
There has been a number of burglaries and attempted break-ins in Binley Woods over the past 

twelve months and we have had a lot more patrols around the area. It was felt that this could 

have been connected to rogue traders coming round the Village. With this in mind, Councillor 

Steve Roberts, in conjunction with our PCSO, Ken Wyer, pushed for a number of the roads to 

become a ‘No Rogue Trader Zone’. You probably saw the launch in local newspapers a few 

weeks ago so it’s now wait and see if there is a marked reduction in crime throughout the area. 

Anybody seeing or having a visit from what they think is a rogue trader, should contact Trading 

Standard immediately. There are also people reporting to me two or three days later, what they 

consider to be a crime. Yes I need to know that is has happened, but the reporting structure is to 

phone 101 for non-urgent crime which has already taken place, or 999 for crime in progress 

should you see or hear it. Remember, the more residents phoning in, the higher the priority put 

on the incident by the police. 

 

HIGHWAY VERGES 

The third round of tree planting was completed and luckily, we only lost a few trees.  We have 

decided to wait for the next round of planting until next year so we can get a better idea of where 

we need replacements and new trees sited. We have also had a tree survey completed and are 

waiting for planning permission to carry out remedial work on all damaged and unsafe trees 

within our public areas. 



 

STREET LIGHTING 

The Parish Council, through the Parish Plan Working Party, are considering what action to take 

within the Village regards turning some of the street lights off late at night. This is as a result of 

the questionnaire and will be a contentious issue. The cost is quite large and will take around 

seven years to claw this cost back through decreased electricity costs. The working Party are 

trawling through other areas of the Plan but this is on their agenda later in the year. 

 

RECREATION GROUND IMPROVEMENTS 

The installation of the skate board facility at The Recreation Ground was a great success but 

there were some issues with noise. The installer has now completed remedial works to dampen 

the sound even more than at present, and it looks to have been very successful. 

 

LIBRARY 

The sale of the Library site fell through and after putting it on the market again, Warwickshire 

County Council agreed to a Children’s Nursery renting the property with a clause to purchase at 

a later date. Blue Bell Woods Nursery has now been open for a couple of months and seems to 

be getting established. It is nice to see that it was released for what we consider is an acceptable 

venture. The manager, Nerys Evans, is looking forward to having many community open days 

in the future. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Having completed twelve years as Chairman, there have been a lot of changes throughout Binley 

Woods, mostly for the better. We have a strong and committed body of Councillors which have 

been working tirelessly on your behalf. We are one down in number and if anybody is 

interested, we would love them to join us. Councillors have all given their time and effort for 

residents  of Binley Woods and I would like to convey thanks to them for all their effort and 

support.  

 

A special thanks to Councillor Ken Short’s wife, Dee, who has been a ‘Parish Plan Widow’ for 

the past two years and now looks like becoming a ‘Working Party Widow’ for the next year. I 

know what this means to Dee as my wife says “behind every good man there’s a women who 

wants him out from under her feet”…………… 

Thanks also to Councillor Steve Roberts and Ken Wyer for getting the No Rogue Trader Zone 

up and running. It is now over to all residents to report suspicious traders so we can stop this 

happening. Also thanks to Councillors Pat Docker and Liz Johnson for working on our behalf 

with the Village Hall Committee. 

 

Finally, thank you to all the Councillors I haven’t named and our Clerk, John Cook, for the hard 

work and enthusiasm throughout the past twelve months. We look forward to completing a lot of 

the work brought up from the Parish Plan and implementing many of the residents wishes. 


